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As	a	writer,	you	know	how	important	it	is	to	choose	the	right	word	for	the	meaning	youre	trying	to	convey.	And	part	of	that	is	knowing	what	tone	words	are	and	which	one	to	use	in	a	particular	context.	The	wrong	one	is	like	an	errant	note	in	an	otherwise	flawless	performance.	Even	if	it	has	the	same	dictionary	definition,	it	just	doesnt	sound	right.	But	where	do	you	go	to	find	the	words	with	just	the	right	tone	and	cadence	to	make
the	sentence	flow	as	it	should?	Welcome	to	our	ultimate	list	of	tone	words.	Tone	in	writing	is	like	the	voice	or	mood	that	jumps	off	the	page	when	youre	reading	a	story	or	an	article.	For	example,	when	listening	to	your	favorite	song	notice	how	it	can	make	you	feel	happy,	sad,	excited,	or	calm.	Tone	in	writing	works	the	same	way	but	through	words.	Its	the	writers	way	of	showing	their	point	of	view	toward	the	subject	or	the
audience.	Understanding	tone	is	like	being	a	detective	for	feelings	and	attitudes,	helping	you	get	the	real	vibe	of	what	youre	reading.	It	makes	reading	more	colorful	and	helps	you	connect	with	the	written	words.	Any	tone	words	list	(worth	the	time	it	takes	to	make	it)	should	provide	the	fuller	meaning	of	each	word	i.e.,	not	just	the	denotation	(dictionary	definition)	but	its	connotations,	too.	For	this	tone	words	list,	youll	see	each
tone	word	example	explained	with	a	short	definition	or	with	synonyms	that	have	the	same	general	tone.	All	you	have	to	do	is	open	a	thesaurus	to	find	synonyms	for	a	particular	word	to	realize	that	some	of	those	words	do	NOT	have	the	tone	youre	looking	for.	Some	are	obviously	negative.	Some	are	positive.	And	the	rest	are	more	or	less	neutral.	Related:	111	Negative	Adjectives	To	Describe	A	Person	The	tone	word	you	need	for	the
moment	is	the	one	that	evokes	the	right	emotions	and	that	allows	your	sentence	to	flow	without	speed	bumps.	Positive	tone	words	are	those	that	evoke	positive	emotions.	If	you	hear	a	person	described	in	words	with	a	positive	tone,	youre	more	likely	to	think	favorably	of	them,	even	before	youve	met.	Adoring	loving	ardently;	worshipping;	venerating	Amused	entertained	or	diverted;	pleased	Animated	lively;	full	of	excitement	or
enthusiasm;	vibrant;	spirited;	impassioned	Appreciative	grateful	or	thankful;	showing	gratitude,	approval,	or	pleasure	Assertive	sure	of	oneself;	brave	or	fearless;	self-confident;	authoritative	Ardent	passionate;	enthusiastic;	fervent;	zealous	Benevolent	kind;	generous;	compassionate;	tolerant;	well	meaning	Blithe	in	good	spirits;	of	a	sunny	disposition;	happy;	cheerful	Bold	audacious	or	daring;	assertive;	fearless	or	seeming	to	be
fearless	Calm	serene	or	tranquil;	unruffled	or	unshaken;	placid	Candid	honest	or	truthful;	straightforward;	unreserved	Celebratory	paying	tribute	to;	glorifying;	praising	or	honoring;	making	merry	Cheerful	/	cheery	positive	or	uplifting;	optimistic;	salutary;	Comforting	consoling;	healing;	warming	or	calming;	soothing	Comic	funny/humorous;	amusing	or	entertaining;	diverting	Compassionate	empathetic	or	sympathetic;
nonjudgmental;	quick	to	forgive	Contented	wanting	for	nothing;	grateful;	accepting	Curious	inquisitive	or	questioning;	wanting	to	know	more	Direct	straightforward;	blunt;	lacking	in	hesitation	Earnest	serious;	wholehearted;	sincere	or	showing	deep	sincerity	or	feeling	Ebullient	high-spirited;	brimming	with	enthusiasm	or	excitement;	exuberant	Elated	joyful	or	jubilant;	in	high	spirits;	happy	or	proud	Elevated	exalted;	lofty;
honored	Eloquent	beauty	or	fluidity	of	expression;	Empathetic	showing	empathy;	feeling	the	emotions	of	others	Enchant	cast	a	spell	over;	entrance;	bewitch	Endearing	inspiring	warmth	or	affection	Enthusiastic	excited;	energetic;	optimistic;	bubbling	over	Exhilarated	invigorated;	enlivened	or	feeling	alive;	stimulated;	made	cheerful	Forthright	straight	to	the	point;	frank;	outspoken;	unambiguous;	direct	Gentle	kind;	considerate;
tender;	soft;	not	severe;	gradual;	moderate	Hilarious	amusing;	uproariously	funny;	ridiculous	or	laughable	Inspirational	motivating;	energizing;	reassuring;	instilling	hope;	catalyzing	Intimate	familiar;	confidential;	confessional;	private	Joyful	filled	with	gratitude;	elated	or	exuberant;	supremely	happy	Laudatory	praising;	extolling;	recommending	Learned	educated;	knowledgeable;	erudite;	involved	in	the	pursuit	of	knowledge
Lighthearted	positive;	carefree;	relaxed;	optimistic;	in	good	spirits	Lively	full	of	life;	energetic;	vigorous;	animated;	spirited;	sprightly;	vivacious	Lofty	exalted	in	rank;	elevated	in	tone,	style,	or	sentiment	Loving	affectionate;	showing	deep	concern	or	solicitude	for	someone	Modest	free	from	ostentation;	unpretentious;	showing	humility	Objective	without	prejudice;	fair;	basing	judgment	on	facts	rather	than	feelings	Optimistic
hopeful;	cheerful;	expecting	good;	disposed	to	taking	a	favorable	view	Powerful	potent;	efficacious;	having	or	exerting	great	power;	forceful	Reassuring	restoring	hope,	security,	or	confidence	Reflective	given	to	reflection,	meditation,	or	contemplation;	thoughtful	Relaxed	calm;	free	or	relieved	of	tension,	trouble,	or	anxiety	Respectful	full	of	or	showing	politeness,	sympathy,	or	deference	Reverent	showing	deep	respect;	holding
someone	or	something	in	high	esteem	Righteous	morally	right	or	justifiable;	pious;	guiltless;	upright	Romantic	imbued	with	idealism;	preoccupied	with	love,	adventure,	justice,	etc.	Sanguine	hopeful;	cheerfully	optimistic;	confident	of	a	good	outcome	Scholarly	learned;	educated;	committed	to	furthering	ones	education	Self-assured	having	or	showing	self-confidence;	bold	or	fearless;	forward	Sincere	honest;	truthful;	not	false	or
deceitful;	free	of	hypocrisy;	genuine	Stable	not	likely	to	fall	or	give	way	(as	a	structure/support);	steady	Stately	grand;	imposing	in	size	or	magnificence;	elegant;	majestic	Straightforward	honest;	straight	to	the	point;	not	roundabout;	direct	Sympathetic	understand	what	another	is	feeling;	showing	compassion	Tender	gentle;	soft-hearted;	compassionate;	kind;	delicate;	young	Thoughtful	considerate	of	others;	thinking	before
acting;	pensive	Tolerant	open-minded;	patient;	charitable;	sympathetic;	lenient;	accepting	Tranquil	calm;	unruffled;	unprovoked;	peaceful;	placid;	serene	Vibrant	full	of	life	and	vigor;	lively;	full	of	vivid	color;	vivacious	Whimsical	playful	or	fun;	offbeat;	mischievous;	quaint;	capricious;	fanciful	Witty	quick-witted;	entertaining;	amusingly	clever;	intelligent	Wonder	admiration;	fascination;	awe;	curiosity;	amazement;	admiration
Anything	described	in	negative	tone	words	is	likely	to	leave	you	with	a	bad	impression,	whether	the	thing	described	is	a	place,	a	book,	or	a	group	of	people.	Choose	your	words	carefully.	If	this	is	a	time	for	honest	negativity,	this	list	will	help	you	find	the	right	words.	Abashed	embarrassed	or	ashamed;	humiliated;	shy	Abhorring	hating;	despising;	loathing;	abominating;	detesting	Abstruse	difficult	to	understand;	esoteric;	secret	or
hidden;	obsolete	Absurd	laughable,	ludicrous,	ridiculous;	senseless;	illogical;	untrue	Accusatory	suggesting	someone	(else)	has	done	something	wrong	Acerbic	biting,	abrasive,	cutting,	or	sharp;	hurtful;	severe	Aggressive	hostile,	forceful,	argumentative,	contentious	Angry	irate	or	furious;	menacing	or	threatening;	resentful	Annoyed	irritated;	agitated;	provoked;	disturbed;	bothered	Antagonistic	argumentative	or	contentious;
contrarian;	belligerent	Anxious	focused	on	negative	thought	loops;	feeling	out	of	control	Apathetic	indifferent	or	lacking	concern;	unemotional;	showing	little	interest	Apprehensive	worried	or	nervous;	expecting	the	worst	Arrogant	conceited	or	self-important;	overbearing;	condescending	Authoritarian	domineering	or	bossy;	insisting	on	complete	obedience	Belligerent	bellicose	or	warlike;	antagonistic;	combative	Bewildered
baffled,	confused,	or	flummoxed;	lost	Bitter	angry;	acrimonious;	resentful	or	dwelling	on	past	injury	Boorish	dull;	pretentious;	arrogant	or	self-absorbed	Brusque	abrupt	or	dismissive;	rough;	blunt	Callous	uncaring	or	unfeeling;	indifferent;	lacking	in	compassion	Caustic	making	cutting	or	corrosive	comments;	intending	injury	Censorious	critical	or	quick	to	judge	or	condemn;	Choleric	quick	to	anger;	short-tempered;	hot-blooded;
irascible	Churlish	critical	in	a	mean-spirited	way;	nasty;	belligerent;	bullying	Clich	overused;	trite;	stale;	unimaginative;	hackneyed;	commonplace	Clinical	humorless;	detached;	unfeeling	or	uncaring;	aloof;	cold	Complicated	unnecessarily	complex;	difficult	to	comprehend	Condescending	patronizing;	talking	down	to	those	you	consider	beneath	you	Confounded	confused;	befuddled	or	mystified;	bewildered;	damned	Confused
bewildered;	unable	to	think	clearly;	vague;	perplexed;	disoriented	Contemptuous	hateful;	spiteful;	quick	to	hold	others	in	contempt;	toxic	Contentious	argumentative	or	combative;	quick	to	stir	the	pot	Critical	finding	fault;	complaining	or	criticizing;	disapproving	Cruel	causing	pain	or	suffering;	unkind;	spiteful;	devoid	of	humane	feelings	Cynical	critical	of	motives;	quick	to	assume	the	worst;	mocking	or	sneering	Derisive	mocking;
sarcastic;	dismissive	or	scornful;	snide	Derogatory	insulting	or	demeaning;	disrespectul;	unkind	Detached	aloof	or	distant;	uncaring;	unfeeling;	frigid;	machine-like	Diabolic	demonic	or	satanic;	evil	or	malicious;	Diffident	lacking	confidence	in	your	ability	or	worth;	timid	or	shy	Disgusted	appalled;	repulsed;	repelled;	disappointed	Disparaging	critical;	scornful;	dismissive;	insulting	Distressing	saddening	or	heartbreaking;	troubling;
disturbing	Dogmatic	thinking	in	black	and	white;	intolerant;	inflexible;	close-minded	Domineering	imposing	your	beliefs	and/or	authority	on	others;	tyrannical	Dubious	questionable	or	having	questionable	motives;	inclined	to	doubt	Egotistical	ego-centric;	self-centered	or	self-absorbed;	vain;	arrogant	Enraged	furious;	unhinged;	infuriated;	extremely	angry	Evasive	cryptic	or	unclear;	avoiding;	ambiguous;	elusive	or	evanescent
Facetious	inappropriate	or	impertinent;	flippant	or	dismissive;	glib;	shallow	Farcical	ridiculous;	absurd;	mocking;	humorous	and	highly	improbable	Fatalistic	pessimistic;	expecting	the	worst	as	inevitable	Fearful	frightened;	afraid;	terrified;	paralyzed	or	immobilized;	shy	Flippant	casual	or	thoughtless;	glib;	inconsiderate;	dismissive	Foppish	dandified;	pretentious;	vain;	excessively	refined	and	fastidious	Foreboding	dread;	strong
feeling	of	impending	doom	or	evil	Frivolous	unnecessary	and	costing	more	than	its	worth;	silly	or	lacking	Frustrated	feeling	thwarted	in	your	efforts;	feeling	besieged	or	undermined	Ghoulish	delighting	in	the	loathesome,	perverse,	or	revolting	Grim	serious	or	humorless;	of	dark	intent;	macabre;	depressing	Hapless	unfortunate	or	appearing	to	be	doomed	to	perpetual	bad	luck	Harsh	unkind	or	unmerciful;	unnecessarily	painful;
unyielding	Humble	modest;	deferential;	self-confident;	unassuming;	respectful	Inane	foolish;	stupid;	silly	or	nonsensical;	vacuous;	empty;	insignificant	Incredulous	disbelieving;	unconvinced;	suspicious;	questioning;	skeptical	Malicious	having	ill	intent;	mean-spirited;	spiteful;	vindictive	Nave	unsuspecting;	gullible	or	easy	to	deceive;	unsophisticated	Narcissistic	self-admiring;	pathologically	self-centered	Obsequious	fawning;	overly
submissive	or	obedient;	servile;	groveling	Outraged	furious	or	extremely	angered;	deeply	offended	Pretentious	affected;	artificial;	grandiose;	flashy;	superficial	Satirical	mocking	to	show	a	weakness;	ridiculing;	derisive;	scornful	Sarcastic	ironic;	saying	the	opposite	of	what	you	mean	to	mock	or	ridicule	Scathing	harsh;	critical;	cutting;	unsparing;	vicious;	harmful	or	injurious	Sensationalistic	inaccurate;	hyped	up;	exxagerated;
provocative	Subjective	biased;	prejudiced;	based	on	emotion	rather	than	facts	Sulking	resentful;	sullen;	bad-tempered;	grumpy;	self-pitying	Tragic	calamitous;	disastrous;	catastrophic;	devastating	Uneasy	worried;	ill	at	ease;	edgy;	nervous;	unsettled	Vindictive	vengeful;	spiteful;	petty;	unforgiving;	hateful	World-weary	bored;	tired;	cynical;	pessimistic	More	Related	Articles:	Learn	How	to	Improve	Writing	Skills	And	It	Will	Change
Your	Life	First	Line	Generator:	49	Sentences	To	Get	You	Started	Writing	31	Ridiculously	Simple	Tips	For	Writing	Your	Next	Book	Some	negative	tone	words	leave	you	with	an	impression	of	sadness	rather	than	disgust	or	anger.	Heres	a	sampling	of	these,	most	of	them	described	using	other	sad	tone	words.	Apologetic	full	of	regret	or	remorse;	repentant;	acknowleding	failure	Depressed	lacking	in	energy	or	buoyancy;	apathetic;
emotionally	blunted	Despairing	hopeless;	sinking	without	an	attempt	to	rise;	seeing	only	darkness	Disheartening	discouraging;	depressing;	demoralizing;	undermining;	sad	Gloomy	depressing;	dreary;	discouraging;	sad	or	low-spirited;	pessimistic	Grave	serious;	morose	or	moribund;	solemn;	weighty;	important	Hollow	lacking	substance;	empty;	meaningless;	joyless	Melancholy	sad	or	prone	to	sadness;	having	a	gloomy	outlook
Pathetic	evoking	pity;	marked	by	sorrow	or	sadness;	pitifully	inadequate	Somber	gloomy;	solemn;	grave;	melancholy;	depressing	Wretched	miserable;	sorrowful;	distressed	or	in	agony;	despairing	When	you	want	a	neutral	tone	in	writing,	it	can	be	hard	to	find.	It	doesnt	take	much	for	us	to	associate	words	with	an	emotion	or	to	feel	the	emotional	undercurrent	of	a	word	whether	positive	or	negative	and	to	whatever	degree.	But
some	neutral	words	remain.	Ambivalent	uncertain;	having	mixed	feelings;	undecided	Cautionary	raises	awareness;	gives	warning;	admonishing	Compliant	in	conformity	with	rules/expectations;	flexible;	acquiescent	Conciliatory	meant	to	pacify	or	placate;	seeking	to	please	Colloquial	familiar;	everyday	language;	casual	or	informal	Defensive	defending	or	guarding	a	position;	watchful;	preventing	aggression	Formal	respectful;
following	accepted	rules/styles;	preserving	form/custom	Impartial	objective;	not	favoring	either	side	over	the	other	Intense	deeply	felt;	concentrated;	passionate;	earnest;	extreme	Introspective	inward-focused	or	turning	inward;	contemplative	Pensive	lost	in	thought;	introspective	or	reflective;	contemplative	Pragmatic	realistic;	dispassionate	or	detached;	ruled	by	logic;	practical	Solemn	serious;	not	funny;	in	earnest;	sober;
reverent;	grave;	mirthless	Urgent	insistent;	implying	something	must	be	done	as	soon	as	possible	Now	that	youve	looked	through	our	list	of	tones,	which	ones	stood	out	for	you	the	most?	What	kind	of	tone	did	those	words	have	(positive,	negative,	or	neutral)?	Sometimes,	our	moods	make	certain	words	stand	out	for	us	as	more	fitting	or	more	resonant.	And	sometimes	we	just	see	them	because	weve	used	them	or	heard	them	used
recently	in	a	way	that	made	them	stick.	I	hope	your	life	gives	you	plenty	of	reasons	to	use	positive	tone	words.	But	some	situations	and	contexts	call	for	the	opposite.	Your	current	work	in	progress	might	call	for	plenty	of	the	opposite.	And	in	certain	contexts,	even	the	neutral	tone	words	sound	more	negative	than	otherwise.	The	right	context	can	even	change	the	tone	of	words	that	are	usually	considered	positive.	I	hope	the	words
you	use	to	describe	yourself	are	kind	and	encouraging.	And	at	the	end	of	the	day,	may	the	balance	of	your	words	leave	you	with	a	smile.	Writers	Write	is	a	comprehensive	writing	resource.	We	have	defined	tone	and	put	together	this	list	of	155	words	to	help	you	describe	an	authors	tone.What	is	tone?Tone	refers	to	an	authors	use	of	words	and	writing	style	to	convey	their	attitude	towards	a	topic.What	the	author	feels	about	the
subject	is	often	defined	as	the	tone.	What	the	reader	feels	is	known	as	the	mood.[Suggested	reading:	140	Words	To	Describe	Mood	In	Fiction]Tip:Dont	confuse	tone	with	voice.	Voice	can	be	explained	as	the	authors	personality	expressed	in	writing.Tone	=	Attitude.Voice	=	Personality.Tone	(attitude)	and	voice	(personality)	create	a	writing	style.You	may	not	be	able	to	alter	your	personality	but	you	can	adjust	your	attitude.	This
gives	you	ways	to	create	writing	that	affects	your	audiences	mood.	(Click	here	for	examples	of	tone	in	a	story.)The	mechanics	of	toneTone	is	conveyed	through	diction	(choice	and	use	of	words	and	phrases),	viewpoint,	syntax	(grammar;	how	you	put	words	and	phrases	together),	and	level	of	formality.	It	is	the	way	you	express	yourself	in	speech	or	writing.How	do	you	find	the	correct	tone?You	can	usually	find	a	tone	by	asking	these
three	questions:Why	am	I	writing	this?Who	is	my	intended	audience?What	do	I	want	the	reader	to	learn,	understand,	or	think	about?In	formal	writing,	your	tone	should	be	clear,	concise,	confident,	and	courteous.	The	writing	level	should	be	sophisticated,	but	not	pretentious.In	creative	writing,	your	tone	is	more	subjective,	but	you	should	always	aim	to	communicate	clearly.	Genre	sometimes	determines	the	tone.155	Words	To
Describe	An	Authors	ToneAbsurdillogical;	ridiculous;	silly;	implausible;	foolishAccusatorysuggesting	someone	has	done	something	wrong,	complainingAcerbicsharp;	forthright;	biting;	hurtful;	abrasive;severeAdmiringapproving;	think	highly	of;	respectful;praisingAggressivehostile;	determined;	forceful;	argumentativeAggrievedindignant;	annoyed;	offended;	disgruntledAmbivalenthaving	mixed	feelings;	uncertain;	in	a
dilemma;undecidedAmusedentertained;	diverted;	pleasedAngryincensed	or	enraged;	threatening	or	menacingAnimatedfull	of	life	or	excitement;	lively;	spirited;	impassioned;	vibrantApatheticshowing	little	interest;	lacking	concern;	indifferent;	unemotionalApologeticfull	of	regret;	repentant;	remorseful;acknowledging	failureAppreciativegrateful;	thankful;	showing	pleasure;enthusiasticArdententhusiastic;
passionateArrogantpompous;	disdainful;	overbearing;condescending;	vain;	scoffingAssertiveself-confident;	strong-willed;	authoritative;insistentAwestruckamazed,	filled	with	wonder/awe;	reverentialBelligerenthostile;	aggressive;	combatantBenevolentsympathetic;	tolerant;	generous;	caring;	well	meaningBitterangry;	acrimonious;	antagonistic;	spiteful;nastyCallouscruel	disregard;	unfeeling;	uncaring;indifferent;
ruthlessCandidtruthful,	straightforward;	honest;	unreservedCausticmaking	biting,	corrosive	comments;	criticalCautionarygives	warning;	raises	awareness;	remindingCelebratorypraising;	pay	tribute	to;	glorify;	honourChattyinformal;	lively;	conversational;	familiarColloquialfamiliar;	everyday	language;	informal;colloquial;	casualComichumorous;	witty;	entertaining;	divertingCompassionatesympathetic;	empathetic;	warm-hearted;
tolerant;	kindComplexhaving	many	varying	characteristics;complicatedCompliantagree	or	obey	rules;	acquiescent;	flexible;submissiveConcernedworried;	anxious;	apprehensiveConciliatoryintended	to	placate	or	pacify;	appeasingCondescendingstooping	to	the	level	of	ones	inferiors;patronisingConfusedunable	to	think	clearly;	bewildered;	vagueContemptuousshowing	contempt;	scornful;	insolent;	mockingCriticalfinding	fault;
disapproving;	scathing;criticisingCruelcausing	pain	and	suffering;	unkind;	spiteful;severeCuriouswanting	to	find	out	more;	inquisitive;	questioningCynicalscornful	of	motives/virtues	of	others;	mocking;sneeringDefensivedefending	a	position;	shielding;	guarding;watchfulDefiantobstinate;	argumentative;	defiant;	contentiousDemeaningdisrespectful;	undignifiedDepressingsad,	melancholic;	discouraging;	pessimisticDerisivesnide;
sarcastic;	mocking;	dismissive;	scornfulDetachedaloof;	objective;	unfeeling;	distantDignifiedserious;	respectful;	formal;	properDiplomatictactful;	subtle;	sensitive;	thoughtfulDisapprovingdispleased;	critical;	condemnatoryDishearteningdiscouraging;	demoralising;	undermining;	depressingDisparagingdismissive;	critical;	scornfulDirectstraightforward;	honestDisappointeddiscouraged;	unhappy	because	something	has
gonewrongDispassionateimpartial;	indifferent;	unsentimental;	cold;unsympatheticDistressingheart-breaking;	sad;	troublingDocilecompliant;	submissive;	deferential;accommodatingEarnestshowing	deep	sincerity	or	feeling;	seriousEgotisticalself-absorbed;	selfish;	conceited;	boastfulEmpatheticunderstanding;	kind;	sensitiveEncouragingoptimistic;	supportiveEnthusiasticexcited;	energeticEvasiveambiguous;	cryptic;
unclearExcitedemotionally	aroused;	stirredFacetiousinappropriate;	flippantFarcicalludicrous;	absurd;	mocking;	humorous	and	highly	improbableFlippantsuperficial;	glib;	shallow;	thoughtless;	frivolousForcefulpowerful;	energetic;	confident;	assertiveFormalrespectful;	stilted;	factual;	followingaccepted	styles/rulesFrankhonest;	direct;	plain;	matter-of-factFrustratedannoyed;	discouragedGentlekind;	considerate;	mild;
softGhoulishdelighting	in	the	revolting	or	the	loathsomeGrimserious;	gloomy;	depressing;	lacking	humour;macabreGulliblenave;	innocent;	ignorantHardunfeeling;	hard-hearted;	unyieldingHumbledeferential;	modestHumorousamusing;	entertaining;	playfulHypercriticalunreasonably	critical;	hair	splitting;nitpickingImpartialunbiased;	neutral;	objectiveImpassionedfilled	with	emotion;	ardentImploringpleading;
beggingImpressionabletrusting;	child-likeInanesilly;	foolish;	stupid;	nonsensicalIncensedenragedIncredulousdisbelieving;	unconvinced;	questioning;	suspiciousIndignantannoyed;	angry;	dissatisfiedInformativeinstructive;	factual;	educationalInspirationalencouraging;	reassuringIntenseearnest;	passionate;	concentrated;	deeply	feltIntimatefamiliar;	informal;	confidential;	confessionalIronicthe	opposite	of	what	is
meantIrreverentlacking	respect	for	things	that	are	generallytaken	seriouslyJadedbored;	having	had	too	much	of	the	same	thing;lack	enthusiasmJoyfulpositive;	optimistic;	cheerful;	elatedJudgmentalcritical;	finding	fault;	disparagingLaudatorypraising;	recommendingLight-Heartedcarefree;	relaxed;	chatty;	humorousLovingaffectionate;	showing	intense,	deep	concernMacabregruesome;	horrifying;	frighteningMaliciousdesiring	to
harm	others	or	to	see	others	suffer;	ill-willed;	spitefulMean-Spiritedinconsiderate;	unsympatheticMockingscornful;	ridiculing;	making	fun	of	someoneMourninggrieving;	lamenting;	woefulNaveinnocent;	unsophisticated;	immatureNarcissisticself-admiring;selfish;	boastful;	self-pityingNastyunpleasant;	unkind;	disagreeable;	abusiveNegativeunhappy,	pessimisticNostalgicthinking	about	the	past;	wishing	for	something	from	the
pastObjectivewithout	prejudice;	without	discrimination;fair;	based	on	factObsequiousoverly	obedient	and/or	submissive;	fawning;	grovellingOptimistichopeful;	cheerfulOutragedangered	and	resentful;	furious;	extremelyangeredOutspokenfrank;	candid;	spoken	without	reservePatheticexpressing	pity,	sympathy,	tendernessPatronisingcondescending;	scornful;	pompousPensivereflective;	introspective;	philosophical;
contemplativePersuasiveconvincing;	eloquent;	influential;	plausiblePessimisticseeing	the	negative	side	of	thingsPhilosophicaltheoretical;	analytical;	rational;	logicalPlayfulfull	of	fun	and	good	spirits;	humorous;	jestingPragmaticrealistic;	sensiblePretentiousaffected;	artificial;	grandiose;	rhetorical;	flashyRegretfulapologetic;	remorsefulResentfulaggrieved;	offended;	displeased;	bitterResignedaccepting;
unhappyRestrainedcontrolled;	quiet;	unemotionalReverentshowing	deep	respect	and	esteemRighteousmorally	right	and	just;	guiltless;	pious;	god-fearingSatiricalmaking	fun	to	show	a	weakness;	ridiculing;	derisiveSarcasticscornful;	mocking;	ridiculingScathingcritical;	stinging;	unsparing;	harshScornfulexpressing	contempt	or	derision;	scathing;	dismissiveSensationalisticprovocative;	inaccurate;	distastefulSentimentalthinking
about	feelings,	especially	when	remembering	the	pastSincerehonest;	truthful;	earnestScepticaldisbelieving;	unconvinced;	doubtingSolemnnot	funny;	in	earnest;	seriousSubjectiveprejudiced;	biasedSubmissivecompliant;	passive;	accommodating;	obedientSulkingbad-tempered;	grumpy;	resentful;	sullenSympatheticcompassionate;	understanding	of	how	someone	feelsThoughtfulreflective;	serious;	absorbedTolerantopen-minded;
charitable;	patient;	sympathetic;	lenientTragicdisastrous;	calamitousUnassumingmodest;	self-effacing;	restrainedUneasyworried;	uncomfortable;	edgy;	nervousUrgentinsistent;	saying	something	must	be	done	soonVindictivevengeful;	spiteful;	bitter;	unforgivingVirtuouslawful;	righteous;	moral;	upstandingWhimsicalquaint;	playful;	mischievous;	offbeatWittyclever;	quick-witted;	entertainingWonderawe-struck;	admiring;
fascinatingWorld-Wearybored;	cynical;	tiredWorriedanxious;	stressed;	fearfulWretchedmiserable;	despairing;	sorrowful;	distressed	Helpful	Tip:Finding	the	correct	tone	is	a	matter	of	practice.	Try	to	write	for	different	audiences.	Even	if	you	only	want	to	write	novels,	it	is	an	apprenticeship	of	sorts.	Write	press	releases.	Write	opinion	pieces.	Write	interviews.	Write	copy.	Write	a	business	plan.The	more	you	write,	the	better	you	will
become	at	infusing	your	work	with	the	nuances	needed	to	create	the	perfect	book.Top	Tip:	Find	out	more	about	our	workbooks	and	online	courses	in	our	shop.	byAmanda	Patterson	Amanda	PattersonIf	you	enjoyed	this	article,	read:	Top	Tip:	Find	out	more	about	our	workbooks	and	online	courses	in	our	shop.	{6}	In	writing,	an	authors	tone	is	his	or	her	general	attitude	or	feelings	about	the	works	subject	matter	and	audience.	Tone
words	are	used	to	help	express	that	attitude.In	this	article,	well	talk	about	what	tone	words	are,	analyze	their	use	in	several	examples,	and	give	a	list	of	tone	words	with	definitions	that	you	can	use	in	your	writing.	What	Are	Tone	Words?	Authors	convey	tone	through	diction	(word	choice),	viewpoint,	and	syntax.	Tone	words	are	specific	words	that	help	express	an	authors	attitude	about	the	subject	matter.Words	typically	have	a
positive,	negative,	or	neutral	connotation.	Tone	words	help	authors	show	whether	they	feel	positively,	negatively,	or	neutrally	about	what	theyre	writing	about.Here	are	some	examples	of	tone	words	in	action:The	proposal	is	so	absurd	that	it	cant	possibly	be	taken	seriously.The	tone	word	absurd	indicates	that	the	writer	finds	the	proposal	ridiculous	or	silly.The	politicians	speech	was	eloquent.The	tone	word	eloquent	has	a	positive
connotation,	which	indicates	that	the	author	found	the	speech	articulate	and	persuasive.	Tonevs	Voice	Many	writers	confuse	tone	and	voice	or	use	the	two	terms	interchangeably.	In	fact,	theyre	very	different.As	weve	already	discussed,	tone	indicates	an	author	or	characters	attitude	towards	a	certain	topic	or	situation.	In	nonfiction,	tone	words	indicate	what	the	author	thinks.	In	fiction,	tone	words	can	help	to	set	the	mood,
showing	whether	a	particular	situation	or	interaction	is	tense,	happy,	sad,	etc.Voice,	on	the	other	hand,	refers	to	the	overall	personality	of	a	work.	An	authors	voice	may	be	sarcastic,	informative,	friendly,	or	something	else	entirely.You	can	remember	the	difference	this	way:	tone	changes	all	the	time.	Voice	refers	to	the	character	that	a	piece	has	throughout.	Tone	can	change	from	sentence	to	sentence,	while	voice	stays
consistent.Heres	an	example:In	a	young	adult	novel,	the	author	has	a	casual	voice.	She	doesnt	use	a	particularly	complex	vocabulary	and	her	writing	is	very	approachable.	Within	the	story,	the	character	experiences	conflict	and	triumph.	In	the	scenes	where	there	is	conflict,	the	tone	words	indicate	tension.	In	the	scenes	where	there	is	triumph,	tone	words	indicate	joy.The	authors	overall	type	of	word	choice	and	approach	to
writing	will	remain	the	same	throughout	the	work,	but	the	specific	words	she	uses	will	change	as	she	describes	different	situations.Put	another	way:	voice	is	how	readers	recognize	you,	the	author,	in	your	work.	Voice	is	personal	to	each	author	and	lasts	throughout	a	piece.	Tone	words,	on	the	other	hand,	indicate	the	author's	(or	character's)	reactions	to	or	opinions	of	events	that	are	happening.	As	different	events	happen,	the	tone
shifts.	How	to	Find	the	Right	Tone	for	Your	WorkTo	find	the	right	tone	for	your	work,	you	need	to	consider	your	audience	and	message.Start	by	asking	yourself	these	three	questions:Who	am	I	writing	this	piece	for?What	am	I	trying	to	tell	my	reader?How	do	I	want	my	reader	to	feel?Your	audience	will	dictate	the	types	of	words	you	choose.	If	youre	writing	for	an	academic	audience,	you	may	use	more	complicated	language	than	if
youre	writing	for	kids.	You	also	want	to	consider	what	you're	telling	your	reader.	Do	you	want	them	to	walk	away	with	a	positive	or	negative	opinion	of	what	you're	presenting?	How	do	you	want	them	to	feel	about	the	information	you're	giving?These	questions	will	help	you	decide	what	words	to	use	in	your	work.	Tone	Word	Example	Analysis	Lets	take	a	look	at	two	examples	of	tone	words	in	classic	literature.	A	Clean,	Well-Lighted
Place	by	Ernest	HemingwayIt	was	very	late	and	everyone	had	left	the	cafe	except	an	old	man	who	sat	in	the	shadow	the	leaves	of	the	tree	made	against	the	electric	light.	In	the	day	time	the	street	was	dusty,	but	at	night	the	dew	settled	the	dust	and	the	old	man	liked	to	sit	late	because	he	was	deaf	and	now	at	night	it	was	quiet	and	he	felt	the	difference.This	excerpt	demonstrates	a	calm,	peaceful	tone.	Words	like	settled	and	quiet
indicate	the	old	man	is	relaxed	and	feeling	safe.	The	Tell-Tale	Heart	by	Edgar	Allen	PoeI	gasped	for	breath,	and	yet	the	officers	heard	it	not.	I	talked	more	quickly,	more	vehemently	but	the	noise	steadily	increased.	I	arose	and	argued	about	trifles,	in	a	high	key	and	with	violent	gesticulations;	but	the	noise	steadily	increased.	Why	WOULD	they	not	be	gone?	I	paced	the	floor	to	and	fro	with	heavy	strides,	as	if	excited	to	fury	by	the
observations	of	the	men,	but	the	noise	steadily	increased.	O	God!	What	COULD	I	do?	I	foamed	--	I	raved	--	I	swore!This	passage	from	The	Tell-Tale	Heart	indicates	a	nervous,	anxious	tone.	The	phrases	violent	gesticulations	and	heavy	strides	display	the	rising	action	and	contribute	to	the	feeling	of	intensity.	The	Ultimate	List	of	Tone	WordsThese	tone	words	will	help	establish	the	tone	in	your	work.ashamed	or	embarrassed;	also,
disconcerteda	tone	of	accusation;	to	accuse	of	a	crime	or	offensecautioning,	reproving	or	scolding;	especially	in	a	mild	and	good-willed	manner;	reminding.to	regard	with	esteem,	love,	and	respect;	honorpleasurably	entertained,	occupied,	or	diverted.having	or	showing	little	or	no	emotion;	indifferent	or	unresponsive.characterized	by	or	expressing	goodwill	or	kindly	feelings.completely	puzzled	or	confused;	perplexed.sarcastic,
having	a	biting	or	sarcastic	tone.characterized	by	intense	antagonism	or	hostility.abrupt	in	manner;	obtuse.not	hesitating	or	fearful	in	the	face	of	danger	or	rebuff;	courageous	and	daring.abrupt	in	manner;	blunt;	rough.free	from	excitement	or	passion;	tranquil.critical	or	harsh	in	a	mean-spirited	way.imposing;	having	an	air	of	superiority.having	an	excessively	favorable	opinion	of	ones	self	or	abilities.argumentative,
quarrelsome.rudely	brief	in	speech	or	abrupthaving	an	urgent	need,	desire.impartial	or	objective;	disinterested;	unbiased/	not	concerned;	aloof.devilish;	fiendish;	outrageously	wicked.to	have	no	belief	in;	refuse	or	reject	belief	in.expressing	contempt	or	disdain.to	excite	nausea	or	loathing	in.	To	offend	the	taste	or	moral	sense	of.showing	a	lack	of	respect;	rude	and	discourteous.marked	by	symptoms	of	mental	illness.uncertain
outcome	or	result.of	or	pertaining	to	drama;	excessively	confrontational.causing	sadness	or	gloom.serious	in	intention	or	sincerely	zealous.overflowing	with	enthusiasm,	or	excitement;	high-spirited.in	a	state	of	ecstasy;	rapturous.unreserved	or	unduly	demonstrative.vain;	boastful;	indifferent	to	the	well-being	of	others;	selfish.very	happy	or	proud;	jubilant;	in	high	spirits.to	feel	self-conscious	or	ill	at	ease.to	make	extremely	angry;
put	into	a	rage;	infuriate.ambiguous;	cryptic;	unclearemotionally	aroused;	stirredsuperficial;	glib;	shallow;	thoughtless;	frivolouspowerful;	energetic;	confident;	assertiverespectful;	stilted;	factual;	following	accepted	styles/ruleshonest;	direct;	plain;	matter-of-factkind;	considerate;	mild;	softdelighting	in	the	revolting	or	the	loathsomeserious;	gloomy;	depressing;	lacking	humour;macabrenave;	innocent;	ignorantunfeeling;	hard-
hearted;	unyieldingamusing;	entertaining;	playfulunreasonably	critical;	hair	splitting;	nitpickingunbiased;	neutral;	objectivefilled	with	emotion;	ardentsilly;	foolish;	stupid;	nonsensicaldisbelieving;	unconvinced;	questioning;	suspiciousannoyed;	angry;	dissatisfiedinstructive;	factual;	educationalearnest;	passionate;	concentrated;	deeply	feltfamiliar;	informal;	confidential;	confessionalthe	opposite	of	what	is	meantlacking	respect	for
things	that	are	generally	taken	seriouslybored;	having	had	too	much	of	the	same	thing;	lack	enthusiasmpositive;	optimistic;	cheerful;	elatedcritical;	finding	fault;	disparagingcarefree;	relaxed;	chatty;	humorousaffectionate;	showing	intense,	deep	concerngruesome;	horrifying;	frighteningdesiring	to	harm	others	or	to	see	others	suffer;	ill-willed;	spitefulinconsiderate;	unsympatheticscornful;	ridiculing;	making	fun	of
someonegrieving;	lamenting;	woefulinnocent;	unsophisticated;	immatureself-admiring;	selfish;	boastful;	self-pityingunpleasant;	unkind;	disagreeable;	abusivethinking	about	the	past;	wishing	for	something	from	the	pastwithout	prejudice;	without	discrimination;	fair;	based	on	factangered	and	resentful;	furious;	extremely	angeredfrank;	candid;	spoken	without	reserveexpressing	pity,	sympathy,	tendernesscondescending;	scornful;
pompousreflective;	introspective;	philosophical;	contemplativeconvincing;	eloquent;	influential;	plausibleseeing	the	negative	side	of	thingstheoretical;	analytical;	rational;	logicalfull	of	fun	and	good	spirits;	humorous;	jestingaffected;	artificial;	grandiose;	rhetorical;	flashyaggrieved;	offended;	displeased;	bittercontrolled;	quiet;	unemotionalshowing	deep	respect	and	esteemmorally	right	and	just;	guiltless;	pious;	god-fearingcritical;
stinging;	unsparing;	harshexpressing	contempt	or	derision;	scathing;	dismissivethinking	about	feelings,	especially	when	remembering	the	pasthonest;	truthful;	earnestnot	funny;	in	earnest;	seriousreflective;	serious;	absorbedopen-minded;	charitable;	patient;	sympathetic;	lenientmodest;	self-effacing;	restrainedworried;	uncomfortable;	edgy;	nervouslawful;	righteous;	moral;	upstandingquaint;	playful;	mischievous;	offbeatclever;
quick-witted;	entertainingawe-struck;	admiring;	fascinatinganxious;	stressed;	fearful	Tone	Words:	Final	ThoughtsTone	words	help	you	convey	your	attitude	towards	a	subject.	Tone	can	change	throughout	your	work	as	you	talk	about	different	topics.There	are	thousands	of	tone	words	you	can	use	to	express	your	attitude	in	your	work.	Whats	Next?	Reading	The	Great	Gatsby	for	class	or	even	just	for	fun?Then	you'll	definitely	want	to
check	out	our	expert	guides	on	the	biggest	themes	in	this	classic	book,	from	love	and	relationships	to	money	and	materialism.Got	questions	about	Arthur	Miller'sThe	Crucible?	Readour	in-depth	articles	to	learn	about	the	most	important	themes	in	this	playand	to	geta	complete	rundown	of	all	the	characters.For	more	information	on	your	favorite	works	of	literature,	take	a	look	at	our	collection	of	high-quality	book	guides!	0
ratings0%	found	this	document	useful	(0	votes)175	viewsThe	document	discusses	155	words	that	can	be	used	to	describe	an	author's	tone.	It	begins	by	defining	tone	as	an	author's	attitude	conveyed	through	their	writing	style	and	word	choices.	It	nSaveSave	155	Words	To	Describe	An	Author's	Tone	-	Writers	W...	For	Later0%0%	found	this	document	useful,	undefined	Get	a	list	of	tone	words	you	can	use	for	all	types	of
writing.Integrating	specific	words	into	your	writing	can	evoke	particular	feelings	in	the	reader	or	audience.	Theyre	key	if	you	want	to	develop	the	ideal	writing	tone	for	your	audience.	The	good	news	is	anyone	can	employ	tone	words	and	change	the	mood	of	their	pieces	easily.	Tone	words	are	used	by	writers	to	express	their	attitudes	or	opinions	about	their	topic	Writers	use	tone	words	to	express	their	attitudes	or	opinions	about
their	topic.	These	words	may	have	positive,	neutral,	or	negative	connotations.	Some	words,	like	anger,	happiness,	or	sadness,	evoke	specific	emotions	or	tones	when	used	in	writing.	We	created	a	list	of	different	tone	words	to	help	you	convey	your	message	or	emotions	in	your	writing.
AcerbicElatedMerryAffableElectricMorbidAmusingEmptyMorbidAustereEntertainingMournfulAwestruckExuberantOptimisticBenevolentFarcicalPensiveBitingFearfulPessimisticBleakFestivePlayfulBlitheGravePragmaticBlueGrimRemorsefulBusiness-
likeGullibleResignedCautiousHilariousReverentCheerfulHopefulRidiculousChurlishHostileRiotousComicalHystericalSatiricalCondescendingImpassionedSedateContemplativeIndignantSereneCrestfallenIntenseSillyCriticalInterestedSolemnDarkIronicSternDemoralizedJocularSwellDepressingJoyfulSympatheticDespicableLaughableVindictiveDismalLovingVirtuousDocileMacabreVolatileEbullientMaliciousWhimsicalEfficientMelancholy
Do	you	want	to	write	effortlessly?	Develop	your	skills	through	fluent	writing.	Positive	tone	words	express	happiness,	excitement,	or	other	feelings	with	related	emotions.	Writers	use	them	to	add	these	emotions	to	their	writing.	1.	Interested	The	man	waited	for	any	interested	students	to	approach	him	before	he	shared	some	industry	secrets.	2.	Hopeful	That	morning,	the	sun	shone	a	hopeful	yellow	hue	as	the	sky	opened	up	for	the
first	time	in	weeks.	3.	Elated	Holt	finally	joined	his	family,	elated	to	find	them	after	a	decade	of	searching.	4.	Cheerful	How	many	shots	have	you	had	to	be	as	cheerful	as	you	are	now?	5.	Affable	Howards	affable	nature	kept	him	the	center	of	attention	without	causing	bitterness	in	his	colleagues.	6.	Ebullient	Driven	by	his	need	to	succeed,	the	ebullient	Lee	had	to	act	more	seriously	at	work.	7.	Impassioned	Donnys	impassioned
speech	made	people	stop	and	listen	to	him	for	hours.	8.	Exuberant	Anybody	can	see	how	much	your	dog	loves	you	in	the	exuberant	wagging	of	his	tail.	9.	Festive	Everybody	wore	white	and	gold	or	a	combination	of	the	two,	making	the	occasion	seem	even	more	festive.	10.	Whimsical	I	enjoyed	the	whimsical	attitude	of	the	woodland	fairies,	but	I	still	fear	their	moodiness.	11.	Sympathetic	Tourists	greatly	appreciated	the	sympathetic
and	gentle	characteristics	of	my	people.	12.	Serene	Until	Oliver	jumped	in	the	water,	its	surface,	inhabitants,	and	appearance	had	been	so	serene.	13.	Virtuous	Jacks	virtuous	beliefs	led	him	to	join	many	missionary	trips	in	his	younger	years.	14.	Optimistic	Everyone	interviewed	claimed	that	the	victim	had	been	the	optimistic	and	trusting	type.	15.	Docile	The	sociable	and	docile	capybara	makes	a	great	pet	if	you	want	to
domesticate	a	wild	animal.	16.	Merry	Melbas	merry	holiday	came	to	an	official	stop	the	minute	she	arrived	at	the	front	door.	17.	Joyful	Hearing	a	newborn	babys	joyful	laughter	is	a	gift	and	a	miracle.	18.	Swell	My	grandfather	shared	that	all	was	swell	and	cheap	in	his	time.	19.	Loving	All	people	have	no	doubt	dreamed	of	being	held	in	a	loving	embrace.	20.	Benevolent	There	is	one	thing	the	main	character	lacks,	and	its	a
benevolent	sidekick	to	balance	out	his	cynicism.	21.	Awestruck	The	first	time	Elena	saw	a	woman	dressed	in	a	wedding	gown,	she	was	awestruck.	Serious	tone	words	gives	your	writing	or	text	more	gravity.	Some	writers	use	them	to	let	readers	know	how	seriously	they	should	understand	or	look	at	the	text.	22.	Cautious	The	wild	cat	entered	the	clearing	with	a	cautious	attitude.	23.	Critical	The	detective	kept	replaying	the	tape	of
the	accident	on	his	computer	with	a	critical	eye.	24.	Austere	You	know	I	dont	like	it	when	you	dress	like	a	woman	with	an	austere	background.	25.	Efficient	Max	loves	Nelly	for	her	highly	efficient	child-rearing	techniques.	26.	Stern	Amie	would	smile	and	joke	around	with	you	whenever	appropriate,	but	she	was	also	a	stern	teacher	when	the	time	called	for	it.	27.	Pensive	Calvin	is	rarely	pensive,	but	you	could	tell	whenever	he	was
because	the	constant	chattering	would	turn	quiet.	28.	Business-like	Wilson	felt	embarrassed	when	Rowena	told	her	children	that	hed	been	very	business-like	on	their	first	date.	29.	Intense	You	wouldnt	know	Robin	was	a	model	if	not	for	her	intense	fashion	choices	and	perfect	walk.	30.	Grim	Surprisingly,	the	kids	loved	it	when	I	told	them	about	the	grim	and	original	story	of	The	Little	Mermaid.	These	tone	words	convey	a	feeling	of
sadness	or	other	parallel	emotions.	Writers	use	them	to	tug	at	the	heartstrings	of	their	audiences.	31.	Depressing	Starring	in	depressing	movies	like	The	Miracle	in	Cell	No.	7	is	why	he	wanted	to	try	out	his	acting	skills	in	happier	roles.	32.	Bleak	Do	you	know	why	Tomas	keeps	talking	about	the	bleak	midwinter?	33.	Melancholy	I	wouldve	loved	listening	to	your	piano	piece	during	a	time	of	melancholy	and	isolation.	34.	Resigned
Resigned,	Rosie	cleared	the	room	of	all	her	belongings	and	prepared	to	move	again.	35.	Dark	Zacks	dark	take	on	the	DC	cinematic	universe	is	unique	and	fitting.	36.	Demoralized	One	by	one,	the	soldiers	joined	the	march	to	their	new	destination,	tired	and	demoralized.	37.	Empty	Look	closely	at	the	womans	seemingly	empty	eyes	in	the	painting	and	tell	me	how	you	feel	about	them.	38.	Gullible	Im	surprised	how	far	shes	gotten	in
life	despite	her	gullible	nature.	39.	Farcical	While	the	audience	loved	it,	none	of	the	critics	enjoyed	the	movies	farcical	portrayal	of	Hollywood.	40.	Dismal	Stop	pushing	everyone	away	before	you	regret	living	a	lonely	and	dismal	life.	41.	Blue	They	called	this	the	blues	music	genre	because	it	often	portrayed	states	of	being	blue,	upset,	or	depressed.	42.	Crestfallen	Youre	the	birthday	celebrant,	but	why	do	you	look	so	crestfallen?	43.
Remorseful	The	council	decided	that	Frankies	remorseful	speech	was	enough	to	earn	a	pardon.	44.	Mournful	The	youth	kept	a	brave	face	until	they	heard	the	mournful	cries	of	the	ghostly	women.	Humorous	tone	words	portray	a	texts	funny	aspect.	Writers	use	them	to	add	a	lighter	tone	to	their	writing.	45.	Hilarious	Watching	the	Hera	character	discuss	her	marriage	with	Persephone	was	hilarious.	46.	Jocular	Mannys	youngest
and	most	jocular	child	often	played	pranks	on	his	other	children.	47.	Silly	The	silly	little	elephant	rolled	in	the	mud	to	escape	the	heat.	48.	Satirical	Mayor	Francesca	enjoyed	our	satirical	portrayal	of	her	but	lost	her	smile	at	the	mention	of	her	political	scandals.	49.	Playful	You	dont	want	a	playful	puppy	like	Jojo	if	you	dont	have	the	time	to	play	with	him.	50.	Laughable	Your	laughable	attempts	at	finding	my	secret	stash	wouldve
worked	if	you	knew	me	better.	51.	Ridiculous	I	laughed	hard	when	I	saw	someone	in	a	ridiculous	dinosaur	costume	chase	two	unsuspecting	kids	down	the	street.	52.	Blithe	Initially,	we	were	put	off	by	Fionas	blithe	attitude	towards	the	CEO	until	we	learned	they	were	siblings.	53.	Entertaining	How	could	you	sit	there	and	watch	the	whole	show	without	thinking	of	it	as	entertaining?	54.	Hysterical	The	women	in	the	cast	fell	into
hysterical	laughter	when	they	found	out	about	our	next	shoot	site.	55.	Amusing	Wendy	found	the	childrens	teasing	amusing	rather	than	irksome.	56.	Comical	Jordans	comical	portrayal	of	Zeus	had	the	whole	class	in	stitches.	Aggressive	tone	words	can	help	you	release	or	create	tension	in	your	texts.	In	writing	literature,	you	can	use	them	to	show	the	audience	how	a	character	feels	or	thinks.	57.	Vindictive	Nobody	wanted	to	listen
to	Henrys	vindictive	speeches	anymore.	58.	Acerbic	Is	it	normal	for	all	teenagers	to	answer	their	parents	with	an	acerbic	tone?	59.	Condescending	Wilhelm	might	not	be	the	brightest	among	them,	but	he	didnt	miss	his	fathers	condescending	words	towards	the	help.	60.	Pessimistic	How	did	sweet	Valentina	turn	out	to	be	such	a	pessimistic	woman?	61.	Despicable	The	despicable	woman	kicked	a	homeless	mans	poor	dog	and	got
away	with	it.	62.	Churlish	Nobody	enjoys	Charlies	company	because	of	his	attitude,	except	for	churlish	Chuck	Harolds.	63.	Morbid	Disneyland	will	never	publicly	acknowledge	the	morbid	story	of	Deborah	Stone	anymore.	64.	Hostile	For	Gail,	Brennans	hostile	actions,	possessiveness,	and	irritability	were	immediate	red	flags.	65.	Indignant	Belinda	gave	an	indignant	yelp	when	the	cops	cuffed	her.	66.	Biting	Gordons	biting	yet
truthful	criticisms	may	hurt,	but	theyre	also	helpful.	67.	Malicious	The	malicious	woman	pretended	to	be	Kyles	lover	while	he	stayed	incarcerated.	68.	Volatile	The	babbling	brook	turned	into	a	volatile	volcano	overnight!	Neutral	tone	words	dont	necessarily	have	a	positive	or	negative	attribution.	However,	their	particular	meanings	can	still	elicit	your	readers	feelings.	69.	Ironic	The	most	ironic	event	Ive	seen	was	when	the	fire
departments	main	building	burned	down	last	year.	70.	Reverent	The	tribeswomen	gathered	around	the	stone,	eyes	cast	down	in	humility	and	hands	lifted	in	reverent	awe.	71.	Electric	Sheena	will	never	forget	the	rock	stars	electric	touch.	72.	Fearful	Teenagers	and	their	insensitive	pranking	were	the	reasons	behind	Joannas	fearful	and	cynical	views	of	the	new	era.	73.	Morbid	The	morbid	themes	of	the	story	fascinated	the
audience.	74.	Macabre	Kathryns	macabre	drawings	unsettled	her	medical	doctors	and	the	on-site	psychiatrist.	75.	Sedate	Boris	would	always	know	whenever	Igor	had	taken	drugs	because	he	would	talk	and	look	with	a	sedate	attitude.	76.	Pragmatic	My	pragmatic	father	hadnt	been	the	type	to	show	us	his	loving	side,	but	his	protection	said	everything.	77.	Grave	The	man	and	woman	looked	at	the	sleeping	boy	and	then	at	each
other,	grave	realization	dawning	upon	them.	78.	Contemplative	George	always	reacted	to	external	events	easily,	while	his	contemplative	sister	always	took	caution	before	taking	any	action.	79.	Solemn	After	the	ceremony,	everyone	bowed	their	heads	and	whispered	a	solemn	prayer.	80.	Riotous	If	it	hadnt	been	for	those	riotous	teenagers,	the	rest	of	the	student	body	would	have	enjoyed	a	working	school	elevator.	If	you	want	to
make	your	writing	fluid	and	easy	to	read,	you	need	to	organize	your	thoughts	first.	Heres	how	to	write	an	outline	and	create	cohesive	content.	Looking	for	more?	You	might	be	wondering	what	is	a	conversational	tone.	Tone	words	are	used	to	describe	the	writers	feelings	towards	a	topic	or	a	subject	matter	in	a	story.	A	tone	word	helps	in	giving	the	correct	meaning	to	the	story	narrative.	The	use	of	tone	words	in	writing	style	helps
readers	to	easily	understand	what	the	writer	wants	to	convey	to	their	audience	or	reader.	Related:	Feeling	Words	List	Read	our	ultimate	list	of	tone	words	to	describe	an	authors	tone	in	a	story.	Set	the	mood	in	your	story	using	our	huge	list	of	words	used	for	tones.	We	are	also	providing	general	examples	for	every	tone	word	so	you	can	easily	understand	the	meaning	of	every	tone	word.	Related:	101	Negative	Adjectives	to
Describe	a	Person	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	A	:	feeling	embarrassed,	humiliated,	uncomfortable,	or	disconcerted	Example-	After	losing	an	easy	game,	the	players	looked	abashed.	:	hating,	or	disliking	something	strongly	Example-	People	are	abhorring	such	un-human	practices.	:	ridiculous,	silly,	or	illogical	Example-	Todays	speech	of	the	president	was	absurd.	:	something	difficult	to	understand	Example	The	abstruse	ideas	of	the
general	failed	the	whole	mission.	:	indicating	or	suggesting	someone	has	done	something	wrong.	Example-	The	host	of	the	show	started	presenting	accusatory	remarks	about	the	guest.	:	harsh,	sharp,	forthright,	or	hurtful	Example-	The	judges	acerbic	comments	made	the	contestant	break	into	tears.	:	liking;	respecting	someone,	or	something	Example-	He	was	merely	admiring	the	new	neighbor.	:	loving	and	admiring	someone	very
much	Example-	She	gave	an	adoring	smile	to	the	helpful	stranger.	:	friendly,	and	good-natured	Example-	Her	new	boss	was	extremely	affable.	:	hostile,	forceful,	or	determined	Example-	Mr.	Tom	got	so	aggressive	after	the	lady	rejected	his	proposal.	:	upset,	angry,	annoyed,	offended,	or	indignant	Example-	He	felt	aggrieved	after	listening	to	the	rejection.	:	pleasantly	entertained,	diverted,	or	pleased	Example-	She	got	totally
amused	by	his	singing.	Related:	Happy	Tone	Words	:	having	mixed	feelings,	being	uncertain,	or	showing	contradictory	feelings	Example-	They	both	were	ambivalent	about	the	future	of	their	marriage.	:	someone	full	of	life	or	excitement;	spirited,	lively,	vibrant	Example-	Rachels	presence	animated	the	party.	:	worried,	nervous,	or	at	unease	Example-	They	were	extremely	anxious	about	their	childs	sickness.	:	feeling	or	showing	no
interest,	concern,	or	emotion	Example-	Most	people	remain	apathetic	to	the	problems	of	the	homeless.	:	feeling	sorry	or	showing	regret	for	your	action	that	caused	trouble,	inconvenience,	or	hurt	someone;	regretfully	acknowledging	your	fault	or	failure.	Example-	Peter	was	so	apologetic	for	not	visiting	her	mother	at	the	hospital.	Related:	Sad	Tone	Words	:	having	or	showing	appreciation,	gratitude,	or	pleasure	Example-	The
concert	was	filled	with	an	appreciative	audience.	:	feeling	worried	or	showing	a	fear	about	the	future	Example-	Sam	felt	apprehensive	about	his	first	day	as	a	teacher	in	the	school.	:	very	enthusiastic,	or	passionate	Example-	Rick	used	to	be	an	ardent	supporter	of	the	party,	but	now	he	is	not.	:	displaying	pride,	self-worth,	self-importance	in	an	unpleasant	way	Example-	John	might	be	a	successful	businessman,	but	he	always	sounds
arrogant	whenever	he	talks.	:	controlling	everything;	insisting	on	blind	submission	to	someone,	or	something;	complete	obedience	Example-	The	country	was	witnessing	an	authoritarian	regime.	:	behaving	confidently,	firm	to	once	opinion,	or	belief	Example-	You	will	have	to	be	assertive	to	win	the	election.	:	filled	with	awe,	amazed,	or	impressed	Example-	She	looked	at	him	awestruck,	at	their	first	meeting.	Tone	Words	That	Start
With	B	:	kind,	generous;	well-meaning	Example-	A	benevolent	man	helped	a	poor	family	in	need.	:	very	confused,	perplexed,	or	puzzled;	uncertain	Example-	He	looked	bewildered	on	the	first	day	of	his	job	at	the	airport.	:	rough,	rude,	or	ill-mannered	Example-	His	new	manager	was	both	boorish	and	arrogant.	:	daring,	courageous,	or	fearless	Example-	The	troop	needed	to	act	bold	on	the	risky	mission.	:	quick,	short,	and	rude	in
speech;	blunt	in	manner	Example-	The	receptionist	was	a	little	brusque	with	the	elders.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	C	:	cruel,	unkind,	uncaring,	cold,	heartless,	or	insensitive	Example-	It	was	a	callous	act	and	needed	to	be	condemned.	:	honest,	truthful,or	straightforward	Example-	Tom	was	completely	candid	at	his	office	meeting.	:	intended	to	warn,	gives	a	warning;	urging	caution	Example-	Before	sailing	ahead	the	caption	gave
cautionary	advice.	:	expressing	praise,	honor,	or	happiness;	celebrating	something	important	Example-	At	night	we	all	had	a	celebratory	dinner.	:	talkative,	friendly,	or	informal	Example-	The	housekeeping	was	very	chatty.	:	happy	and	positive	in	feeling,	behaviour,	or	appearance.	Example-	Emma	always	has	a	cheerful	face.	:	easily	angered,	bad-tempered,	or	irritable	Example-	Mr.	Smith	was	the	only	choleric	teacher	in	the	whole
school.	:	rude,	surly,	boorish,	or	impolite	Example-	It	would	be	churlish	to	reject	the	proposal.	:	a	saying,	or	a	remark,	or	an	idea	often	used;	trite;	overused,	stereotype,	or	commonplace	Example-	It	may	sound	clich	but	it	is	a	true	story.	:	familiar	and	informal	conversation;	everyday	language	Example-	Students	can	easily	understand	a	colloquial	speech.	:	humorous,	entertaining,	or	amusing	Example-	His	new	novel	is	a	comic
tragedy.	:	willingly	doing	what	they	are	asked	to	do;	submissive;	obedient	Example-	The	manager	wanted	a	compliant	team,	but	he	got	the	opposite.	:	showing	or	having	concern	and	sympathy	for	the	other	Example-	Adam	was	truly	compassionate	and	caring.	:	worried,	anxious,	troubled,	or	uneasy	Example-	Anna	gave	a	concerned	look	to	Bob	while	saying	goodbye.	:	willing	to	end	a	disagreement	with	someone,	intended	or	likely	to
pacify	Example-	The	delegations	showed	a	conciliatory	approach	at	the	meeting.	:	showing	a	superior	attitude	towards	others	Example-	He	had	no	friends	because	of	his	condescending	attitude.	:	feeling	or	showing	happiness	or	satisfaction	Example-	For	the	first	time	in	his	life,	Edward	was	in	a	contented	space.	:	confused,	perplexed,	or	bewildered	Example-	The	new	schedule	confounded	the	whole	crew.	:	having	or	showing
dislike;	scornful	Example-	He	was	openly	contemptuous	of	his	new	job.	:	thinking	deeply	in	a	serious	and	calm	way;	thoughtful	Example-	After	a	stressful	day,	Tom	went	for	a	contemplative	walk.	:	causing	or	likely	to	cause	an	argument;	disagreement	Example-	A	contentious	issue	suddenly	arises	in	the	group.	:	intentionally	causing	pain	or	suffering	to	others,	extremely	unkind	Example-	The	judges	made	some	cruel	remarks.	:
criticizing;	finding	fault;	crucial,	or	deciding.	Example-	Her	critical	gaze	was	a	sign	for	everyone	to	change	and	improve.	Related:	Serious	Tone	Words	:	eager	or	interested	in	knowing	or	learning	something	Example-	Jill	got	afraid,	but	his	curious	nature	pushed	her	to	look	inside	the	basement.	:	believing	that	people	always	act	selfishly	Example-	She	has	a	strong	cynical	view	of	the	riches.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	D	:	expressing
contempt	or	ridicules;	mocks,	scorn	Example-	Sam	had	always	talked	with	his	employees	in	a	derisive	tone.	:	expressing	low	opinion,	disrespectful,	or	insulting	Example-	Her	work	was	taken	in	a	derogatory	way.	:	intended	to	defend	or	protect;	guarding,	or	watchful	Example-	He	was	very	defensive	about	his	past	life.	:	not	willing	to	accept	criticism,	refusing	to	obey	authority	Example-	She	remained	defiant,	even	after	her	project
failed	badly.	:	causing	someone	to	lose	the	respect	of	others;	damaging	or	lowering	someones	reputation	Example-	The	mayors	speech	was	found	demeaning	to	a	group	of	people.	:	causing	someone	to	lose	confidence;	dispiriting	Example-	It	was	demoralizing	for	the	whole	team.	:	low	in	spirits,	sad,	or	gloomy	Example-	Alan	looked	even	more	depressed.	:	not	emotionally	interested;	not	attached;	separated;	not	involved	Example-
She	tried	to	remain	emotionally	detached	from	him.	:	showing	or	feeling	hopeless;	resulting	from	despair;	losing	all	confidence	Example-	Her	despairing	face	was	evident	to	everyone.	:	showing	characteristics	of	the	devil;	extremely	bad;	devilish,	or	unpleasant	Example-	Jimmys	diabolic	plan	got	badly	flopped.	:	someone	serious,	calm,	controlled,	impressive	and	therefore	deserves	respect	Example-	He	was	the	only	dignified	man	in
the	whole	office.	:	expressing	disapproval;	having	an	unfavourable	opinion	Example-	She	gave	a	disapproving	look	to	everyone	in	the	meeting.	:	feeling	or	showing	extreme	dislike,	disapproval,	disgust,	or	revulsion	Example-	Jill	was	disgusted	by	her	roommates	friends.	:	making	one	feel	disappointed,	less	confident,	less	hopeful;	discouraging,	dispiriting	Example-	The	morning	news	was	very	disheartening.	:	causing	gloom,	sadness,
or	depression;	depressingly	bad	Example-	The	last	year	had	been	truly	dismal.	:	calm	and	reasonable;	not	affected	by	emotions;	fair,	or	neutral	Example-	His	new	novel	is	intended	to	bring	a	more	dispassionate	story	of	that	war.	:	causing	sorrow,	anxiety;	pain	or	suffering	affecting	the	body;	mental	or	physical	suffering,	or	upsetting	Example-	It	was	very	distressing	for	him	to	find	a	new	job.	:	easily	managed,	influenced,	persuade	or
control;	submissive,	compliant	Example-	The	docile	people	of	the	country	were	the	reason	for	the	poor	government.	:	someone	certain	that	they	are	right	and	refuses	to	consider	others	opinion;	expressing	opinion	very	strongly	or	positively	as	if	they	were	facts	Example-	He	became	less	dogmatic	after	she	came	into	his	life.	:	basic,	simple,	dull,	boring,	unexcited,	or	flat.	Example-	Early,	Josh	had	a	very	dry	personality,	but	it
changed	with	time.	:	doubtful,	questionable,	suspectful,	not	trustable;	lacking	certainty	Example-	She	was	dubious	about	his	promises	of	marriage.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	E	:	serious	and	determined;	sincere;	showing	the	depth	of	feelings	Example-	Alan	is	a	great	teacher	and	an	earnest	man.	:	high-spirited,	excited,	bubbly,	elated,	or	enthusiastic	Example-	After	receiving	the	award	the	winner	got	very	ebullient.	:	self-centered;
showing	self-importance,	or	arrogance;	boastful	Example-	His	egotistical	behavior	became	the	sole	reason	for	his	breakup.	:	extremely	happy	or	excited	after	an	achievementor	an	event.	Example-	Sam	was	elated	after	the	birth	of	his	first	child.	:	high-minded,	high,	lofty,	raised	up;	exhilarated	in	mood	or	feeling.	Example-	His	thoughts	were	elevated	after	joining	the	N.G.O.	:	well	expressed	writing	or	speech	that	persuades	people;
effective,	fluent,	persuasive,	or	clearly	expressed	Example-	He	gave	a	very	eloquent	reason	for	his	resignation	from	the	company.	:	ability	to	understand	and	share	feelings	or	emotions	of	others	Example-	Everyone	needs	a	kind	and	empathetic	friend	in	life.	:	to	please,	to	delight,	fascinate,	or	charm	Example-	Everyone	was	truly	enchanted	by	her	appearance	at	the	party.	:	giving	confidence	or	hope;	promising	Example-	It	is	very
encouraging	that	more	people	are	joining	our	cause.	:	making	someone	like	you;	evoking	affection,	or	admiration	Example-	She	has	a	great	endearing	personality.	:	to	make	extremely	angry;	to	fill	with	rage	Example-	People	got	enraged	at	the	new	government	rules.	:	having	or	showing	intense	interest	in	something;	keen,	eager,	or	ardent	Example-	Tom	was	very	enthusiastic	about	making	a	tree-house	with	his	dad.	:	avoiding
giving	clear	or	direct	answers;	deceptive;	avoiding	something	Example-	He	was	giving	evasive	answers	about	coming	to	the	party.	:	having	or	showing	higher	state	of	energy,	or	enthusiasm;	feeling	very	happy	Example-	She	was	very	excited	about	her	eighteenth	birthday.	:	very	happy	and	excited	Example-	Adam	felt	strangely	exhilarated	on	his	first	day	at	the	job.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	F	:	treating	serious	subjects	with
inappropriate	humor;	joking	at	an	inappropriate	time.	Example-	He	can	be	facetious	at	all	wrong	times.	:	very	silly,	absurd,	ridiculous,	or	unreasonable	Example-	The	farcical	situation	has	now	turned	into	a	serious	problem.	:	afraid,	frightened,	scared,	worried,	or	causing	fear	Example-	People	are	fearful	after	a	sudden	incident.	:	official	or	traditional;	according	to	the	usual	requirements,	customs,	form,	or	rules.	Example-	The
whole	office	had	a	formal	dinner	party	last	night.	:	honest,	sincere,	direct,	and	telling	the	truth,	while	having	the	risk	of	causing	bad	feelings	Example-	To	be	frank,	I	dont	think	you	will	pass	the	test.	:	feeling	or	showing	discouragement,	annoyance,	anger,	or	distress	because	of	your	inability	to	achieve	or	resolve	something.	Example-	He	started	shouting	in	frustration.	:	open,	direct,	outspoken,	or	straightforward	Example-	Its	not
easy	to	be	forthright	at	critical	times.	:	a	strong	feeling	of	something	bad	or	terrible	will	happen	soon;	an	omen,	or	a	prediction	Example-	Her	forebodings	soon	became	realities.	:	behaving	in	a	silly	or	foolish	way;	not	being	serious	and	sensible	in	attitude	or	behavior;	unimportant	Example-	He	finally	apologized	for	being	so	frivolous	at	the	meeting.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	G	:	kind,	calm,	mild,	soft;	not	severe,	strong,	or	violent;
moderate	Example-	Our	new	teachers	voice	is	very	gentle.	:	interested	in	death,	dead	bodies,	or	human	sufferings;	frightening	or	ugly	Example-	She	had	a	ghoulish	friend	who	loved	reading	horrific	novels.	:	hopeless,	sad,	depressing,	melancholy;	deeply	or	partially	dark	in	appearance;	causing	gloom	Example-	The	weather	suddenly	got	gloomy.	:	very	bad,	serious,	worrying,	or	critical	Example-	John	didnt	know	that	he	had	made	a
grave	mistake.	:	worrying,	or	without	hope;	severe,	horrible,	frightful,	harsh,	or	sinister	Example-	Her	expressions	were	so	grim	that	made	everybody	leave.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	H	:	unfortunate,	unlucky,	or	doomed	Example-	The	hapless	victims	of	the	storm	were	now	homeless.	:	considering	yourself	better	than	others;	being	proud	and	unfriendly	Example-	He	spokes	in	a	haughty	manner	with	everyone	in	the	office.	:
severe,	difficult,	hard,	tough,	grim,	cruel,	or	rough	Example-	After	coming	home	so	late,	Anna	listened	to	some	harsh	words	from	her	parents.	:	not	proud,	arrogant,	or	haughty;	down-to-earth,	modest,	poor,	low	in	rank	or	position	Example-	Though	he	is	a	successful	businessman	and	billionaire,	he	is	a	very	humble	man.	:	funny,	comical,	laughable,	or	amusing	Example-	The	writer	is	famous	for	his	humorous	and	heart-touching
stories.	:	extremely	funny	and	causing	great	laughter;	extremely	amusing;	jovial	Example-	It	was	the	most	hilarious	and	embarrassing	moment	of	her	life	when	she	fell	on	her	wedding	cake.	:	unable	to	control	emotions	because	of	extreme	fear,	anger,	or	excitement.	Example-	When	she	heard	the	strange	sound	coming	out	of	her	basement	she	became	hysterical.	:	lacking	real	value,	worth,	or	sincerity;	pointless	Example-	Joe	kept
on	deceiving	her	parents	with	hollow	promises.	:	having	or	showing	strong	dislike	or	opposition;	unfriendly,	aggressive,	or	inhospitable	Example-	Alexs	wife	was	hostile	to	the	idea	of	him	leaving	the	country	for	his	new	job.	:	eager	to	find	mistakes	in	everything;	extremely	critical,	fussy,	or	overcritical	Example-	He	tends	to	be	hypercritical	when	buying	clothes.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	I	:	not	biased	or	partial;	fair;	neutral
Example-	People	protested	for	an	impartial	law.	:	filled	with	intense	passion	or	feelings;	full	of	emotion;	ardent	Example-	His	novels	are	impassioned	with	his	own	life	tragedies.	:	extremely	silly,	stupid,	senseless;	empty	or	void;	pointless	Example-	Allan	always	acts	inane	to	impress	his	teachers.	:	extremely	angry,	or	greatly	enraged	Example-	Timothees	mom	was	incensed	at	his	son	for	dropping	out.	:	unwilling,	or	unable	to	accept,
or	believe	something;	showing	unbelief	or	doubt.	Example-	She	was	incredulous	after	knowing	that	his	younger	brother	got	secretly	married.	:	providing	useful	information,	knowledge,	or	ideas	Example-	The	old	book	which	Alex	found	in	the	library	was	highly	informative	and	interesting.	:	giving	inspiration,	hope,	or	encouragement	Example-	His	all	short	stories	are	truly	inspirational	and	amusing.	:	very	great,	extreme,	severe,	or
strong;	having	or	showing	strong	emotions	or	feelings.	Example-	He	was	in	intense	anger	after	losing	the	property	to	his	brother.	:	to	make	timid	or	fearful,	threaten,	scare;	deliberately	make	someone	frightened	to	do	what	you	want	them	to	do	Example-	He	was	intimidated	into	leaving	the	house	for	the	sake	of	his	family.	:	meaning	the	opposite	of	what	is	said,	expressed,	or	their	literal	meaning;	mockery,	sarcastic,	coincidental,
unexpected,	or	humorous	Example-	Its	ironic	that	he	scored	his	best	marks	on	his	toughest	paper.	:	not	showing	respect	to	people	or	things	that	are	generally	respected;	disrespectful	Example-	The	novel	takes	an	irreverent	look	at	the	countrys	past.	:	examining	your	own	thoughts,	feelings,	and	ideas;	looking	into	oneself	Example-	Sam	is	an	introvert	and	introspective	thinking	man.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	J	:	bored,	or	lacking
enthusiasm;	not	showing	interest	after	experiencing	too	much	of	something	Example-	Fishing	is	exciting	but	if	you	dont	catch	any	fish,	it	soon	becomes	jaded.	:	humorous,	joking,	comical,	funny,	amusing;	intended	to	make	someone	laugh	Example-	Meeting	her	friends,	Emma	gave	a	jocular	remark	about	her	husbands	new	hobby.	:	having	or	showing	great	pleasure	and	happiness;	pleasing,	satisfying,	or	delighted	Example-
Everyone	at	the	party	was	joyful	after	watching	the	host	playing	his	piano.	:	too	quick	to	criticize	people.	Example-	Her	father	had	the	habit	of	being	judgmental	every	time.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	L	:	expressing	praise	or	admiration	for	someone.	Example-	Her	performance	received	mostly	laudatory	comments.	:	having	acquired	much	knowledge	through	study;	knowledgeable,	scholarly,	cultured,	or	educated	Example-	They
started	a	learned	discussion	about	soil	erosion.	:	amusing	and	entertaining;	free	from	care,	or	seriousness;	carefree,	cheerful,	and	happy	Example-	The	latest	movie	is	a	lighthearted	romantic	comedy.	:	cheerful,	enthusiastic,	full	of	energy,	or	active	Example-	She	met	some	great	lively	people	at	the	park	today.	:	noble,	superior,	high,	grand,	important,	haughty,	proud,	or	arrogant	Example-	His	lofty	ideas	of	helping	the	local
homeless	people	was	well	appreciated	by	everyone.	:	feeling	or	expressing	love;	affectionate,	adoring,	fond,	kind,	warm,	caring,	tender	Example-	She	found	her	loving	life	partner	on	her	trip	to	Ibiza.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	M	:	something	strange	and	disturbing	because	its	connected	with	death;	ghastly,	grim,	gruesome,	horrifying,	or	horrible	Example-	The	author	is	very	popular	for	his	macabre	thriller	stories.	:	intended	to
harm	or	upset	other	people;	hurting	someones	feelings	or	reputation;	cause	them	embarrassment;	spiteful,	or	harmful	Example-	He	offered	no	explanation	for	his	malicious	intent	of	hiding	his	colleagues	project	files.	:	an	intense	feeling	of	sadness	often	without	any	obvious	reasons	and	lasting	for	a	long	time	period;	feel,	express,	or	look	sad;	pensive,	depressed,	unhappy,	or	gloomy	Example-	The	parents	werent	aware	of	their
childs	melancholy	until	one	day	they	talked	to	his	school	teacher.	:	cheerful	and	lively;	high-spirited,	happy,	or	festively	joyous	Example-	It	was	the	month	of	merry	holiday	time.	:	Someone	showcasing	that	they	likely	to	cause	you	harm,	put	you	in	danger	or	going	to	do	something	bad;	expressing	a	menace	or	threat	Example-	The	stranger	was	giving	a	menacing	look	to	people	sitting	nearby	him	in	the	train.	:	making	fun	of	someone
or	something	in	an	unkind	way;	to	mimic	or	imitate;	ridicule,	or	insulting	Example-	He	was	caught	mocking	his	teacher	but	left	with	a	warning.	:	the	act	of	sorrowing	or	grieving	for	someones	death.	Example-	She	kept	mourning	for	a	week,	when	her	pet	dog	died.	:	having	or	showing	a	moderate	or	humble	estimate	on	ones	abilities,	worth	or	achievements	Example-	He	is	a	very	modest	man,	who	also	encourages	his	colleagues	and
helps	them	when	needed.	:	having	abnormal	interest	in	unpleasant	and	disturbing	things,	especially	death	Example-	She	had	a	morbid	fascination	with	novels	containing	death	stories.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	N	:	having	or	showing	a	lack	of	experience	often	because	you	are	young	or	lacking	worldly	wisdom	Example-	Christine	was	young	and	naive	when	she	had	started	her	chocolate	shop.	:	having	or	showing	too	much
admiration	for	oneself;	extremely	self-centered	Example-	His	narcissistic	nature	got	changed	after	his	marriage.	:	very	unpleasant	or	bad;	disgustingly	filthy;	difficult	to	deal	with;	serious,	or	unkind	Example-	He	was	a	genius	but	nasty	man.	:	something	causing	you	to	think	affectionately	or	fondly	of	past	time,	or	a	past	experience	Example-	When	Lucy	found	her	old	school	diary,	she	got	lost	in	her	nostalgic	school	days.	Tone	Words
That	Start	With	O	:	goal,	purpose,	aim,	or	intention	Example-	The	politicians	good	objective	got	changed	after	winning	the	elections.	:	excessive	eagerness	to	please	someone	by	helping,	agreeing,	or	obeying	them	Example-	He	is	embarrassingly	obsequious	to	his	boss.	:	hopeful	about	the	future,	feeling	or	showing	hope	that	good	things	will	happen	in	the	future	Example-	He	was	very	optimistic	about	his	chances	of	getting	selected
in	NASA.	:	extremely	angry	or	furious	Example-	Suddenly	shutting	down	the	factory	outraged	the	workers.	:	giving	or	expressing	strong	opinions	very	openly,	directly	and	frankly,	without	worrying	about	offending	someone.	Example-	The	actors	outspoken	criticism	of	his	own	movie	shocked	everyone.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	P	:	someone	sad,	weak	or	helpless;	causing	a	feeling	of	pity,	sorrow,	or	sympathy	Example-	It	was
pathetic	to	see	so	many	people	losing	their	jobs	because	of	recession.	:	showing	superior	attitude	towards	others	Example-	He	has	a	patronizing	tone	while	talking	to	his	employees.	:	thinking	deeply	or	seriously,	often	on	a	sad	subject	Example-	He	woke	up	in	a	pensive	mood.	:	good	at	persuading	someone	to	believe	or	do	something;	convincing	Example-	Her	persuasive	nature	always	puts	her	close	ones	in	trouble.	:	tendency	to
only	think	that	bad	things	will	happen;	expecting	the	worst;	hopeless	Example-	The	leaders	tone	was	totally	pessimistic.	:	having	or	showing	a	calm	attitude	towards	disappointments	or	difficulties	Example-	John	has	seen	so	much	in	life	that	now	he	stays	philosophical	at	all	worst	situations.	:	full	of	fun,	humor,	friendly,	or	cheerful	Example-	Babies	playful	mood	can	can	in	an	instant.	:	dealing	with	something	in	a	practical	way
rather	than	following	theoretical	approach,	fixed	ideas,	or	rules	Example-	He	took	a	pragmatic	approach	to	learn	the	new	language.	:	trying	to	appear	more	clever,	significant	or	important	than	you	really	are;	exaggerated	importance,	status	or	worth	Example-	Everyone	found	his	claims	rather	pretentious.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	Rk	:	feeling	or	expressing	regret;	showing	that	you	feel	sorry	for	something	Example-	Tom	gave	a
regretful	look	to	his	friends	after	coming	too	late	for	the	trip.	:	feeling	angry	or	expressing	bitterness	at	having	treated	unequally.	Example-	He	was	very	resentful	about	receiving	less	appreciation.	:	accepting	something	unpleasant	after	realizing	that	you	cannot	change	it.	Example-	They	all	went	resigned	and	depressed	at	the	thought	that	the	company	will	soon	be	closed.	:	very	calm,	unemotional,	and	controlled	Example-	His
voice	remained	restrained,	even	after	the	plan	fails.	:	showing	great	respect	and	admiration;	respectful	Example-	Peter	received	a	reverent	welcome	in	the	office.	:	making	you	feel	less	worried;	comforting	Example-	Her	reassuring	smile,	put	him	at	ease.	:	thinking	deeply,	carefully	and	quietly;	thoughtful	Example-	Her	poetry	needs	reflective	reading.	:	calm,	happy	and	not	worried	or	tense	Example-	He	talked	in	a	very	relaxed
tone.	:	showing	respect	for	someone	Example-	She	is	always	respectful	to	her	teachers.	:	morally	correct,	good	or	justifiable	Example-	Hes	been	a	righteous	person	throughout	his	life.	:	behaving	in	an	uncontrolled	way;	reckless,	lavish,	or	outrageous	Example-	Tims	riotous	living	ruined	his	relationship.	:	idealistic,	fanciful,	unrealistic,	or	imaginary	Example-	He	came	up	with	a	romantic	idea.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	S	:
confidently	optimistic;	cheerful;	assured	Example-	Chris	is	totally	sanguine	about	Emilys	acceptance	of	his	love	proposal.	:	saying	or	doing	things	that	clearly	mean	the	opposite	of	it,	in	order	to	mock,	criticize	humorously	something	or	hurt	someones	feelings	Example-	The	coach	made	a	sarcastic	comment	on	the	other	team	on	the	ground.	:	criticizing	in	a	severe,	harsh	and	unkind	way	Example-	Anna	left	the	job	as	she	had	got	fed
up	of	listening	to	the	scathing	remarks	of	his	seniors.	:	having	or	showing	dislike	and	disrespect	openly	Example-	He	always	behaves	in	a	scornful	way	to	his	family	members.	:	having	or	showing	too	much	pity,	love,	or	being	too	sad	that	is	considered	exaggerated	and	foolish;	resulting	from	feelings	or	emotions	rather	than	reason	or	thoughts	Example-	He	does	not	need	to	be	so	sentimental	about	her	broken	old	watch.	:	foolish,
childish,	stupid,	or	ridiculous	Example-	She	always	sounds	silly	when	she	talks	about	her	expensive	possessions.	:	seeming	evil	or	harmful;	giving	the	impression	that	something	evil	or	harmful	will	happen	or	happening;	threatening	Example-	There	was	something	sinister	about	his	sudden	calm	voice.	:	having	doubts,	or	not	easily	convincing;	doubtful	Example-	She	was	deeply	skeptical	about	her	friends	claims	on	her	boyfriend.	:
honest,	real,	true,	or	genuine;	not	lying	or	pretending	Example-	She	just	asked	him	for	a	sincere	apology.	:	very	serious,	or	sad;	dark,	dull	and	gloomy	Example-	He	gazed	at	her	with	a	somber	face.	:	very	serious	and	without	any	humor	or	cheerfulness	Example-	His	job	makes	him	look	solemn.	:	not	likely	to	change,	move,	or	end	suddenly;	fixed,	lasting,	firm,	or	secure	Example-	She	is	now	at	a	stable	position	in	her	life.	:	impressive,
grand,	dignified,	elegant,	or	majestic	Example-	They	build	a	stately	statue	of	the	legend.	:	easy	to	understand,	or	do;	simple,	exact,	direct	Example-	He	gave	us	a	straightforward	solution	to	the	water	crisis.	:	based	on	personal	beliefs,	opinion	and	feelings	rather	than	facts	Example-	He	presented	a	subjective	idea	to	solve	the	problem.	:	obeying	someone	without	arguing;	allowing	others	to	control	you;	passive,	meek,	or	obedient
Example-	Some	teachers	want	their	students	to	be	submissive.	:	silent	and	bad-tempered	after	getting	annoyed	by	something	Example-	He	was	sulking	over	the	dinner	as	his	mother	had	again	cooked	the	broccolis.	:	understanding	others	feelings	when	they	are	facing	a	bad	situation;	caring,	kind,	concerned,	or	understanding	Example-	He	thought	that	she	likes	her,	but	it	turns	out	she	was	just	sympathetic	to	him.	Tone	Words	That
Start	With	T	:	gentle,	soft,	delicate,	loving,	or	showing	care	Example-	She	always	talks	in	a	tender	and	sweet	voice	with	everyone.	:	absorbed	in	thoughts;	mindful;	thinking	seriously.	Example-	Adam	always	has	a	thoughtful	expression	on	her	face.	:	open-minded,	understanding,	broad-minded;	open	to	accept	beliefs	and	behaviours	that	are	different	to	oneself.	Example-	He	needed	to	be	tolerant	of	the	point	of	view	of	the	other	team
members.	:	calm	and	peaceful;	free	from	disturbance,	noise,	violence,	worry;	serene,	or	quiet	Example-	She	could	not	have	picked	a	better	tranquil	spot	than	her	scuba	diving	instructor	job.	:	extremely	sad,	mournful,	shocking,	pathetic,	awful,	dreadful;	often	involving	death	and	suffering	Example-	The	word	war	2	is	one	of	the	biggest	tragic	events	in	human	history.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	U	:	feeling	anxious,	worried,
troubled;	causing	physical	or	mental	discomfort	Example-	She	was	uneasy	about	how	to	say	no	to	her	best	friend.	:	modest,	quiet,	humble,	meek,	or	unpretentious	Example-	Earlier,	he	was	an	unassuming	man,	but	nowadays	he	has	completely	changed.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	V	:	full	of	energy,	life,	and	enthusiasm	Example-	She	has	got	a	vibrant	voice	and	a	great	personality.	:	disposed	to	seek	revenge;	having	or	showing	a
strong	desire	for	revenge	Example-	A	vindictive	former	student	got	caught	stalking	his	teacher.	:	having	or	showing	good	moral	qualities	and	behaviour;	morally	excellent	Example-	He	is	the	most	honest	and	virtuous	politician.	Tone	Words	That	Start	With	W	:	strange,	unusual	and	often	funny;	unpredictable,	playful,	fanciful,	or	sudden	change	Example-	He	narrated	to	everyone	a	whimsical	incident	from	his	life.	:	using	words	in	a
clever	and	amusing	way	often	quickly;	clever	humor,	smartly	jocular	Example-	He	has	written	a	witty	novel	describing	the	relationship	of	a	man	and	women.	:	amazement,	awe,	surprise,	curiosity,	miracle,	admiration	Example-	Its	a	wonder	that	the	amateur	team	made	it	to	the	top	of	the	mountain.	:	feeling	no	excitement	or	enthusiasm	about	anything	in	life,	often	as	a	result	of	a	long	experience	of	a	particular	way	of	life	or	living;
bored	with	living,	or	life	and	especially	material	pleasures	Example-	Forty	years	of	serving	as	a	police	officer	had	left	Alan	world-weary	and	skeptical.	:	concerned,	anxious,	troubled,	upset,	or	at	unease	Example-	He	was	very	worried	about	his	new	book	publication.	:	someone	in	an	unfortunate	condition	or	situation;	miserable,	unhappy,	distressed,	or	depressed	Example-	The	working	conditions	of	his	job	are	always	wretched.	Want
to	learn	more	about	the	use	of	tone	words	in	writing	then	read	this	article	on	MasterClass.	As	a	writer,	you	know	how	important	it	is	to	choose	the	right	word	for	the	meaning	youre	trying	to	convey.	And	part	of	that	is	knowing	what	tone	words	are	and	which	one	to	use	in	a	particular	context.	The	wrong	one	is	like	an	errant	note	in	an	otherwise	flawless	performance.	Even	if	it	has	the	same	dictionary	definition,	it	just	doesnt	sound
right.	But	where	do	you	go	to	find	the	words	with	just	the	right	tone	and	cadence	to	make	the	sentence	flow	as	it	should?	Welcome	to	our	ultimate	list	of	tone	words.	Tone	in	writing	is	like	the	voice	or	mood	that	jumps	off	the	page	when	youre	reading	a	story	or	an	article.	For	example,	when	listening	to	your	favorite	song	notice	how	it	can	make	you	feel	happy,	sad,	excited,	or	calm.	Tone	in	writing	works	the	same	way	but	through
words.	Its	the	writers	way	of	showing	their	point	of	view	toward	the	subject	or	the	audience.	Understanding	tone	is	like	being	a	detective	for	feelings	and	attitudes,	helping	you	get	the	real	vibe	of	what	youre	reading.	It	makes	reading	more	colorful	and	helps	you	connect	with	the	written	words.	Any	tone	words	list	(worth	the	time	it	takes	to	make	it)	should	provide	the	fuller	meaning	of	each	word	i.e.,	not	just	the	denotation
(dictionary	definition)	but	its	connotations,	too.	For	this	tone	words	list,	youll	see	each	tone	word	example	explained	with	a	short	definition	or	with	synonyms	that	have	the	same	general	tone.	All	you	have	to	do	is	open	a	thesaurus	to	find	synonyms	for	a	particular	word	to	realize	that	some	of	those	words	do	NOT	have	the	tone	youre	looking	for.	Some	are	obviously	negative.	Some	are	positive.	And	the	rest	are	more	or	less	neutral.
Related:	111	Negative	Adjectives	To	Describe	A	Person	The	tone	word	you	need	for	the	moment	is	the	one	that	evokes	the	right	emotions	and	that	allows	your	sentence	to	flow	without	speed	bumps.	Positive	tone	words	are	those	that	evoke	positive	emotions.	If	you	hear	a	person	described	in	words	with	a	positive	tone,	youre	more	likely	to	think	favorably	of	them,	even	before	youve	met.	Adoring	loving	ardently;	worshipping;
venerating	Amused	entertained	or	diverted;	pleased	Animated	lively;	full	of	excitement	or	enthusiasm;	vibrant;	spirited;	impassioned	Appreciative	grateful	or	thankful;	showing	gratitude,	approval,	or	pleasure	Assertive	sure	of	oneself;	brave	or	fearless;	self-confident;	authoritative	Ardent	passionate;	enthusiastic;	fervent;	zealous	Benevolent	kind;	generous;	compassionate;	tolerant;	well	meaning	Blithe	in	good	spirits;	of	a	sunny
disposition;	happy;	cheerful	Bold	audacious	or	daring;	assertive;	fearless	or	seeming	to	be	fearless	Calm	serene	or	tranquil;	unruffled	or	unshaken;	placid	Candid	honest	or	truthful;	straightforward;	unreserved	Celebratory	paying	tribute	to;	glorifying;	praising	or	honoring;	making	merry	Cheerful	/	cheery	positive	or	uplifting;	optimistic;	salutary;	Comforting	consoling;	healing;	warming	or	calming;	soothing	Comic	funny/humorous;
amusing	or	entertaining;	diverting	Compassionate	empathetic	or	sympathetic;	nonjudgmental;	quick	to	forgive	Contented	wanting	for	nothing;	grateful;	accepting	Curious	inquisitive	or	questioning;	wanting	to	know	more	Direct	straightforward;	blunt;	lacking	in	hesitation	Earnest	serious;	wholehearted;	sincere	or	showing	deep	sincerity	or	feeling	Ebullient	high-spirited;	brimming	with	enthusiasm	or	excitement;	exuberant	Elated
joyful	or	jubilant;	in	high	spirits;	happy	or	proud	Elevated	exalted;	lofty;	honored	Eloquent	beauty	or	fluidity	of	expression;	Empathetic	showing	empathy;	feeling	the	emotions	of	others	Enchant	cast	a	spell	over;	entrance;	bewitch	Endearing	inspiring	warmth	or	affection	Enthusiastic	excited;	energetic;	optimistic;	bubbling	over	Exhilarated	invigorated;	enlivened	or	feeling	alive;	stimulated;	made	cheerful	Forthright	straight	to	the
point;	frank;	outspoken;	unambiguous;	direct	Gentle	kind;	considerate;	tender;	soft;	not	severe;	gradual;	moderate	Hilarious	amusing;	uproariously	funny;	ridiculous	or	laughable	Inspirational	motivating;	energizing;	reassuring;	instilling	hope;	catalyzing	Intimate	familiar;	confidential;	confessional;	private	Joyful	filled	with	gratitude;	elated	or	exuberant;	supremely	happy	Laudatory	praising;	extolling;	recommending	Learned
educated;	knowledgeable;	erudite;	involved	in	the	pursuit	of	knowledge	Lighthearted	positive;	carefree;	relaxed;	optimistic;	in	good	spirits	Lively	full	of	life;	energetic;	vigorous;	animated;	spirited;	sprightly;	vivacious	Lofty	exalted	in	rank;	elevated	in	tone,	style,	or	sentiment	Loving	affectionate;	showing	deep	concern	or	solicitude	for	someone	Modest	free	from	ostentation;	unpretentious;	showing	humility	Objective	without
prejudice;	fair;	basing	judgment	on	facts	rather	than	feelings	Optimistic	hopeful;	cheerful;	expecting	good;	disposed	to	taking	a	favorable	view	Powerful	potent;	efficacious;	having	or	exerting	great	power;	forceful	Reassuring	restoring	hope,	security,	or	confidence	Reflective	given	to	reflection,	meditation,	or	contemplation;	thoughtful	Relaxed	calm;	free	or	relieved	of	tension,	trouble,	or	anxiety	Respectful	full	of	or	showing
politeness,	sympathy,	or	deference	Reverent	showing	deep	respect;	holding	someone	or	something	in	high	esteem	Righteous	morally	right	or	justifiable;	pious;	guiltless;	upright	Romantic	imbued	with	idealism;	preoccupied	with	love,	adventure,	justice,	etc.	Sanguine	hopeful;	cheerfully	optimistic;	confident	of	a	good	outcome	Scholarly	learned;	educated;	committed	to	furthering	ones	education	Self-assured	having	or	showing	self-
confidence;	bold	or	fearless;	forward	Sincere	honest;	truthful;	not	false	or	deceitful;	free	of	hypocrisy;	genuine	Stable	not	likely	to	fall	or	give	way	(as	a	structure/support);	steady	Stately	grand;	imposing	in	size	or	magnificence;	elegant;	majestic	Straightforward	honest;	straight	to	the	point;	not	roundabout;	direct	Sympathetic	understand	what	another	is	feeling;	showing	compassion	Tender	gentle;	soft-hearted;	compassionate;
kind;	delicate;	young	Thoughtful	considerate	of	others;	thinking	before	acting;	pensive	Tolerant	open-minded;	patient;	charitable;	sympathetic;	lenient;	accepting	Tranquil	calm;	unruffled;	unprovoked;	peaceful;	placid;	serene	Vibrant	full	of	life	and	vigor;	lively;	full	of	vivid	color;	vivacious	Whimsical	playful	or	fun;	offbeat;	mischievous;	quaint;	capricious;	fanciful	Witty	quick-witted;	entertaining;	amusingly	clever;	intelligent
Wonder	admiration;	fascination;	awe;	curiosity;	amazement;	admiration	Anything	described	in	negative	tone	words	is	likely	to	leave	you	with	a	bad	impression,	whether	the	thing	described	is	a	place,	a	book,	or	a	group	of	people.	Choose	your	words	carefully.	If	this	is	a	time	for	honest	negativity,	this	list	will	help	you	find	the	right	words.	Abashed	embarrassed	or	ashamed;	humiliated;	shy	Abhorring	hating;	despising;	loathing;
abominating;	detesting	Abstruse	difficult	to	understand;	esoteric;	secret	or	hidden;	obsolete	Absurd	laughable,	ludicrous,	ridiculous;	senseless;	illogical;	untrue	Accusatory	suggesting	someone	(else)	has	done	something	wrong	Acerbic	biting,	abrasive,	cutting,	or	sharp;	hurtful;	severe	Aggressive	hostile,	forceful,	argumentative,	contentious	Angry	irate	or	furious;	menacing	or	threatening;	resentful	Annoyed	irritated;	agitated;
provoked;	disturbed;	bothered	Antagonistic	argumentative	or	contentious;	contrarian;	belligerent	Anxious	focused	on	negative	thought	loops;	feeling	out	of	control	Apathetic	indifferent	or	lacking	concern;	unemotional;	showing	little	interest	Apprehensive	worried	or	nervous;	expecting	the	worst	Arrogant	conceited	or	self-important;	overbearing;	condescending	Authoritarian	domineering	or	bossy;	insisting	on	complete	obedience
Belligerent	bellicose	or	warlike;	antagonistic;	combative	Bewildered	baffled,	confused,	or	flummoxed;	lost	Bitter	angry;	acrimonious;	resentful	or	dwelling	on	past	injury	Boorish	dull;	pretentious;	arrogant	or	self-absorbed	Brusque	abrupt	or	dismissive;	rough;	blunt	Callous	uncaring	or	unfeeling;	indifferent;	lacking	in	compassion	Caustic	making	cutting	or	corrosive	comments;	intending	injury	Censorious	critical	or	quick	to	judge
or	condemn;	Choleric	quick	to	anger;	short-tempered;	hot-blooded;	irascible	Churlish	critical	in	a	mean-spirited	way;	nasty;	belligerent;	bullying	Clich	overused;	trite;	stale;	unimaginative;	hackneyed;	commonplace	Clinical	humorless;	detached;	unfeeling	or	uncaring;	aloof;	cold	Complicated	unnecessarily	complex;	difficult	to	comprehend	Condescending	patronizing;	talking	down	to	those	you	consider	beneath	you	Confounded
confused;	befuddled	or	mystified;	bewildered;	damned	Confused	bewildered;	unable	to	think	clearly;	vague;	perplexed;	disoriented	Contemptuous	hateful;	spiteful;	quick	to	hold	others	in	contempt;	toxic	Contentious	argumentative	or	combative;	quick	to	stir	the	pot	Critical	finding	fault;	complaining	or	criticizing;	disapproving	Cruel	causing	pain	or	suffering;	unkind;	spiteful;	devoid	of	humane	feelings	Cynical	critical	of	motives;
quick	to	assume	the	worst;	mocking	or	sneering	Derisive	mocking;	sarcastic;	dismissive	or	scornful;	snide	Derogatory	insulting	or	demeaning;	disrespectul;	unkind	Detached	aloof	or	distant;	uncaring;	unfeeling;	frigid;	machine-like	Diabolic	demonic	or	satanic;	evil	or	malicious;	Diffident	lacking	confidence	in	your	ability	or	worth;	timid	or	shy	Disgusted	appalled;	repulsed;	repelled;	disappointed	Disparaging	critical;	scornful;
dismissive;	insulting	Distressing	saddening	or	heartbreaking;	troubling;	disturbing	Dogmatic	thinking	in	black	and	white;	intolerant;	inflexible;	close-minded	Domineering	imposing	your	beliefs	and/or	authority	on	others;	tyrannical	Dubious	questionable	or	having	questionable	motives;	inclined	to	doubt	Egotistical	ego-centric;	self-centered	or	self-absorbed;	vain;	arrogant	Enraged	furious;	unhinged;	infuriated;	extremely	angry
Evasive	cryptic	or	unclear;	avoiding;	ambiguous;	elusive	or	evanescent	Facetious	inappropriate	or	impertinent;	flippant	or	dismissive;	glib;	shallow	Farcical	ridiculous;	absurd;	mocking;	humorous	and	highly	improbable	Fatalistic	pessimistic;	expecting	the	worst	as	inevitable	Fearful	frightened;	afraid;	terrified;	paralyzed	or	immobilized;	shy	Flippant	casual	or	thoughtless;	glib;	inconsiderate;	dismissive	Foppish	dandified;
pretentious;	vain;	excessively	refined	and	fastidious	Foreboding	dread;	strong	feeling	of	impending	doom	or	evil	Frivolous	unnecessary	and	costing	more	than	its	worth;	silly	or	lacking	Frustrated	feeling	thwarted	in	your	efforts;	feeling	besieged	or	undermined	Ghoulish	delighting	in	the	loathesome,	perverse,	or	revolting	Grim	serious	or	humorless;	of	dark	intent;	macabre;	depressing	Hapless	unfortunate	or	appearing	to	be
doomed	to	perpetual	bad	luck	Harsh	unkind	or	unmerciful;	unnecessarily	painful;	unyielding	Humble	modest;	deferential;	self-confident;	unassuming;	respectful	Inane	foolish;	stupid;	silly	or	nonsensical;	vacuous;	empty;	insignificant	Incredulous	disbelieving;	unconvinced;	suspicious;	questioning;	skeptical	Malicious	having	ill	intent;	mean-spirited;	spiteful;	vindictive	Nave	unsuspecting;	gullible	or	easy	to	deceive;	unsophisticated
Narcissistic	self-admiring;	pathologically	self-centered	Obsequious	fawning;	overly	submissive	or	obedient;	servile;	groveling	Outraged	furious	or	extremely	angered;	deeply	offended	Pretentious	affected;	artificial;	grandiose;	flashy;	superficial	Satirical	mocking	to	show	a	weakness;	ridiculing;	derisive;	scornful	Sarcastic	ironic;	saying	the	opposite	of	what	you	mean	to	mock	or	ridicule	Scathing	harsh;	critical;	cutting;	unsparing;
vicious;	harmful	or	injurious	Sensationalistic	inaccurate;	hyped	up;	exxagerated;	provocative	Subjective	biased;	prejudiced;	based	on	emotion	rather	than	facts	Sulking	resentful;	sullen;	bad-tempered;	grumpy;	self-pitying	Tragic	calamitous;	disastrous;	catastrophic;	devastating	Uneasy	worried;	ill	at	ease;	edgy;	nervous;	unsettled	Vindictive	vengeful;	spiteful;	petty;	unforgiving;	hateful	World-weary	bored;	tired;	cynical;	pessimistic
More	Related	Articles:	Learn	How	to	Improve	Writing	Skills	And	It	Will	Change	Your	Life	First	Line	Generator:	49	Sentences	To	Get	You	Started	Writing	31	Ridiculously	Simple	Tips	For	Writing	Your	Next	Book	Some	negative	tone	words	leave	you	with	an	impression	of	sadness	rather	than	disgust	or	anger.	Heres	a	sampling	of	these,	most	of	them	described	using	other	sad	tone	words.	Apologetic	full	of	regret	or	remorse;
repentant;	acknowleding	failure	Depressed	lacking	in	energy	or	buoyancy;	apathetic;	emotionally	blunted	Despairing	hopeless;	sinking	without	an	attempt	to	rise;	seeing	only	darkness	Disheartening	discouraging;	depressing;	demoralizing;	undermining;	sad	Gloomy	depressing;	dreary;	discouraging;	sad	or	low-spirited;	pessimistic	Grave	serious;	morose	or	moribund;	solemn;	weighty;	important	Hollow	lacking	substance;	empty;
meaningless;	joyless	Melancholy	sad	or	prone	to	sadness;	having	a	gloomy	outlook	Pathetic	evoking	pity;	marked	by	sorrow	or	sadness;	pitifully	inadequate	Somber	gloomy;	solemn;	grave;	melancholy;	depressing	Wretched	miserable;	sorrowful;	distressed	or	in	agony;	despairing	When	you	want	a	neutral	tone	in	writing,	it	can	be	hard	to	find.	It	doesnt	take	much	for	us	to	associate	words	with	an	emotion	or	to	feel	the	emotional
undercurrent	of	a	word	whether	positive	or	negative	and	to	whatever	degree.	But	some	neutral	words	remain.	Ambivalent	uncertain;	having	mixed	feelings;	undecided	Cautionary	raises	awareness;	gives	warning;	admonishing	Compliant	in	conformity	with	rules/expectations;	flexible;	acquiescent	Conciliatory	meant	to	pacify	or	placate;	seeking	to	please	Colloquial	familiar;	everyday	language;	casual	or	informal	Defensive
defending	or	guarding	a	position;	watchful;	preventing	aggression	Formal	respectful;	following	accepted	rules/styles;	preserving	form/custom	Impartial	objective;	not	favoring	either	side	over	the	other	Intense	deeply	felt;	concentrated;	passionate;	earnest;	extreme	Introspective	inward-focused	or	turning	inward;	contemplative	Pensive	lost	in	thought;	introspective	or	reflective;	contemplative	Pragmatic	realistic;	dispassionate	or
detached;	ruled	by	logic;	practical	Solemn	serious;	not	funny;	in	earnest;	sober;	reverent;	grave;	mirthless	Urgent	insistent;	implying	something	must	be	done	as	soon	as	possible	Now	that	youve	looked	through	our	list	of	tones,	which	ones	stood	out	for	you	the	most?	What	kind	of	tone	did	those	words	have	(positive,	negative,	or	neutral)?	Sometimes,	our	moods	make	certain	words	stand	out	for	us	as	more	fitting	or	more	resonant.
And	sometimes	we	just	see	them	because	weve	used	them	or	heard	them	used	recently	in	a	way	that	made	them	stick.	I	hope	your	life	gives	you	plenty	of	reasons	to	use	positive	tone	words.	But	some	situations	and	contexts	call	for	the	opposite.	Your	current	work	in	progress	might	call	for	plenty	of	the	opposite.	And	in	certain	contexts,	even	the	neutral	tone	words	sound	more	negative	than	otherwise.	The	right	context	can	even
change	the	tone	of	words	that	are	usually	considered	positive.	I	hope	the	words	you	use	to	describe	yourself	are	kind	and	encouraging.	And	at	the	end	of	the	day,	may	the	balance	of	your	words	leave	you	with	a	smile.	

Tones	of	authors.	Author	tones	examples.	Different	author	tones.




