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Pterodactyl	is	the	common	term	for	the	winged	reptiles	properly	called	pterosaurs,	which	belong	to	the	taxonomic	order	Pterosauria.	Scientists	typically	avoid	using	the	term	and	concentrate	on	individual	genera,	such	as	Pterodactylus	and	Pteranodon.There	are	at	least	130	valid	pterosaur	genera,	according	to	David	Hone,	a	palaeontologist	at	Queen
Mary	University	of	London.	They	were	widespread	and	lived	in	numerous	locations	across	the	globe,	from	China	to	Germany	to	the	Americas.Pterosaurs	first	appeared	in	the	late	Triassic	Period	and	roamed	the	skies	until	the	end	of	the	Cretaceous	period	(228	million	to	66	million	years	ago),	according	to	the	journal	Zitteliana.	Pterosaurs	lived	among
the	dinosaurs	and	became	extinct	around	the	same	time,	but	they	were	not	dinosaurs.	Rather,	pterosaurs	were	flying	reptiles.You	may	like	Modern	birds	didn't	descend	from	pterosaurs;	birds'	ancestors	were	small,	feathered,	terrestrial	dinosaurs.The	first	pterosaur	discovered	was	Pterodactylus,	identified	in	1784	by	Italian	scientist	Cosimo	Collini,
who	thought	he	had	discovered	a	marine	creature	that	used	its	wings	as	paddles,	according	to	the	Geological	Society	of	London.A	French	naturalist,	Georges	Cuvier,	proposed	that	the	creatures	could	fly	in	1801,	and	then	later	coined	the	term	"Ptero-dactyle"	in	1809	after	the	discovery	of	a	fossil	skeleton	in	Bavaria,	Germany.	This	was	the	term	used
until	scientists	realized	they	were	finding	different	genera	of	flying	reptiles.	However,	"pterodactyl"	stuck	as	the	popular	term.A	fossil	specimen	ofPterodactylus	antiquus.	(Image	credit:	teven	U.	Vidovic/David	M.	Martill/Matthew	Martyniuk/CC	BY	3.0)Pterodactylus	comes	from	the	Greek	word	pterodaktulos,	meaning	"winged	finger,"	which	is	an	apt
description	of	its	flying	apparatus.	The	primary	component	of	the	wings	of	Pterodactylus	and	other	pterosaurs	were	made	up	of	a	skin	and	muscle	membrane	that	stretched	from	the	animals'	highly	elongated	fourth	fingers	of	the	hands	to	the	hind	limbs,	according	to	the	American	Museum	of	Natural	History.The	reptiles	also	had	membranes	running
between	the	shoulders	and	wrists	(possibly	incorporating	the	first	three	fingers	of	the	hands),	and	some	groups	of	pterosaurs	had	a	third	membrane	between	their	legs,	which	may	have	connected	to	or	incorporated	a	tail.Early	research	suggested	pterosaurs	were	cold-blooded	animals	that	were	more	suited	to	gliding	than	active	flying.	However,
scientists	later	discovered	that	some	pterosaurs,	including	Sordes	pilosus	and	Jeholopterus	ninchengensis,	had	furry	coats	consisting	of	hairlike	filaments	called	pycnofibers,	suggesting	they	were	warm-blooded	and	generated	their	own	body	heat,	according	to	the	Chinese	Science	Bulletin.What's	more,	a	study	published	in	the	journal	PLOS	One
suggested	pterosaurs	had	powerful	flight	muscles,	which	they	could	use	to	walk	as	quadrupeds	(on	all	fours)	like	vampire	bats	and	vault	into	the	air.	Once	airborne,	the	largest	pterosaurs	(Quetzalcoatlus	northropi)	could	reach	speeds	of	over	67	mph	(108	kph)	for	a	few	minutes	and	then	glide	at	cruising	speeds	of	about	56	mph	(90	kph),	the	study
found.Sizes	of	pterosaursThe	smallest	pterosaur,	called	Nemicolopterus	crypticus,	was	discovered	in	the	western	part	of	China's	Liaoning	Province.	It	had	a	wingspan	of	only	10	inches	(25	centimeters),	according	to	a	description	of	the	animal,	published	in	the	journal	Proceedings	of	the	National	Academy	of	Sciences.	The	remains	of	this	flying	reptile
revealed	that	over	half	of	the	length	of	its	wing	was	occupied	by	a	long	finger,	which	anchored	the	membrane	that	made	up	the	wing	to	the	body,	according	to	the	Carnegie	Museum	of	Natural	History.Pterodactylus	antiquus	(the	only	known	species	of	the	genus)	was	also	a	comparatively	small	pterosaur,	with	an	estimated	adult	wingspan	of	about	3.5
feet	(1.06	meters),	according	to	the	journal	Palontologische	Zeitschrift.	There	was	some	confusion	early	on	as	to	the	size	of	the	Pterodactylus,	because	some	of	the	specimens	turned	out	to	be	juveniles	rather	than	adults.The	largest	species	that	would	have	soared	during	the	Jurassic	period	201.3	militon	to	145	million	years	ago	was	the	Dearc
sgiathanach.	The	remains	of	this	pterosaur	were	found	in	Scotlands	Isle	of	Skye	an	revela	the	reptile	had	a	wingspan	of	more	than	8	feet	(2.5	meters),	according	to	the	journal	Current	Biology.Pteranodon,	discovered	in	1876	by	Othniel	C.	Marsh,	was	much	bigger.	It	had	a	wingspan	that	ranged	from	9	to	20	feet	(2.7	to	6	m),	according	to	Current
Research	in	Earth	Sciences,	a	peer-reviewed	bulletin	of	the	Kansas	Geological	Survey.	It's	thought	that	Pteranodon	spent	its	time	soaring	over	open	ocean	in	the	hunt	for	fish.	These	pterosaurs	would	have	been	rarely	seen	on	land	and	potentially	spent	their	time	on	the	water	when	not	in	the	air,	according	to	the	American	Museum	of	natural	History.
This	means	that	their	wings	would	have	had	to	generate	enormous	amounts	of	force	to	lift	them	from	the	water	back	into	the	sky.Another	large	pterosaur	was	Coloborhynchus	capito,	which	had	a	wingspan	of	about	23	feet	(7	m).	This	discovery,	described	in	the	journal	Cretaceous	Research,	followed	an	examination	of	a	fossil	that	had	been	in	the
Natural	History	Museum	of	London	since	1884.One	of	the	largest	pterosaurs	is	believed	to	be	Quetzalcoatlus	northropi,	whose	wingspan	reached	36	feet	(11	m),	according	to	the	journal	PLOS	One.An	artist	illustration	of	Quetzalcoatlus	northropi.	(Image	credit:	Mark	Witton/Darren	Naish/	CC	BY	3.0)Physical	characteristicsGiven	the	large	number	of
different	types	of	pterosaurs,	the	physical	characteristics	of	the	winged	reptiles	varied	widely	depending	on	the	genera.Pterosaurs	often	had	long	necks,	which	sometimes	had	throat	pouches	similar	to	pelicans'	for	catching	fish.	Most	pterosaur	skulls	were	long	and	full	of	needle	like	teeth.	However,	pterosaurs	of	the	taxonomic	family	Azhdarchidae,
which	ruled	the	Late	Cretaceous	skies	and	included	Quetzalcoatlus	northropi,	were	toothless,	according	to	the	journal	ZooKeys.A	distinguishing	feature	of	pterosaurs	was	the	crest	on	their	heads.	Though	it	was	initially	thought	that	pterosaurs	had	no	crests,	it's	now	known	that	crests	were	widespread	across	pterosaur	genera	and	came	in	various
forms.For	instance,	some	pterosaurs	had	big,	bony	crests,	while	other	crests	were	fleshy	with	no	underlying	bone.	Some	pterosaurs	even	appear	to	have	had	a	saillike	crest	made	up	of	a	membrane	sheet	connecting	two	large	bones	on	the	head.	"We	now	know	that	pterosaur	crests	had	all	kinds	of	[bone	and	flesh]	combinations,"	Hone	told	Live
Science.Over	the	years,	scientists	have	proposed	many	possible	purposes	for	these	crests,	including	that	they	were	used	for	heat	regulation	or	to	serve	as	rudders	during	flight.	"But	almost	all	of	the	hypotheses	have	failed	the	most	basic	tests,"	Hone	said,	adding	that	models	show	the	crests	aren't	effective	rudders	and	many	small	pterosaurs	have
crests	even	though	they	wouldn't	have	needed	them	to	dissipate	heat.What	seems	most	likely	is	that	the	crests	were	used	for	sexual	selection,	Hone	and	his	colleagues	argued	in	a	2011	study	in	the	journal	Lethaia.There	are	several	lines	of	evidence	that	support	this	function	of	the	crests,	Hone	explained,	perhaps	most	notably	that	juveniles,	which
look	like	miniature	versions	of	adult	pterosaurs,	don't	have	crests,	suggesting	the	structures	are	used	for	something	that	is	only	relevant	to	adults,	such	as	mating.What	did	pterosaurs	eat?Pterosaurs	were	carnivores,	though	some	may	have	occasionally	ate	fruits,	Hone	said.	What	the	reptiles	ate	depended	on	where	they	lived	some	species	spent	their
lives	around	water,	while	others	were	more	terrestrial.Terrestrial	pterosaurs	ate	carcasses,	baby	dinosaurs,	lizards,	eggs,	insects	and	various	other	animals.	"They	were	probably	fairly	active	hunters	of	small	prey,"	Hone	said.	Water-loving	pterosaurs	ate	a	variety	of	marine	life,	including	fish,	squid,	crab	and	other	shellfish.In	2014,	Hone	sought	to
learn	more	about	the	lives	of	marine	pterosaurs.	With	these	animals,	juveniles	dominate	the	fossil	record,	Hone	said.	This	is	odd	because	young	animals	are	generally	those	that	are	targeted	by	predators,	preventing	them	from	becoming	part	of	the	fossil	record.One	hypothesis	to	explain	this	strange	occurrence	is	that	the	juvenile	pterosaurs	often	died
by	drowning	instead	of	being	eaten.	To	test	this,	Hone	and	his	colleague	Donald	Henderson	modelled	how	well	could	pterosaurs	float	on	water	(like	ducks).	They	found	that	pterosaurs	floated	well,	but	they	had	poor	floating	postures,	in	which	their	heads	rested	very	close	to	the	water,	if	not	on	the	water.This	suggests	that	aquatic	pterosaurs	wouldn't
spend	much	time	on	the	water's	surface	and	would	launch	into	the	air	shortly	after	diving	for	food	to	avoid	drowning.	However,	young	pterosaurs	that	don't	yet	have	strong	muscles	or	are	still	learning	to	fly	would	have	more	difficulties	launching	back	into	the	air	from	a	dive,	possibly	resulting	in	drowning,	Hone	said.Amongst	the	toothed	species	of
pterosaur,	researchers	have	discovered	wear	patterns	on	fossilised	teeth	that	help	to	reveal	their	diets,	according	to	Nature.	For	example,	dimorphodon	a	roughly	3	feet	(1	meter)	long	pterosaur	had	previously	believed	to	be	a	fishing	reptile,	until	dental	evidence	revealed	wear	patterns	that	would	have	been	produced	by	eating	insects	and	land
vertebrates	rather	than	marine	life.Additional	resourcesFor	more	information	about	pterosaurs	check	out	Pterosaurs:	Natural	History,	Evolution,	Anatomy,	by	Mark	P.	Witton,	Age	of	Pterosaurs	by	Yang	Yang	and	Dinosaurs:	New	Visions	of	a	Lost	World	by	Michael	J.	Benton.BibliographyNatalia	Jagielska	and	Stephen	L.	Brusatte,	Pterosaurs,	Volume
31,	Current	biology,	August	2021,	M.	Martill,	The	early	history	of	pterosaur	discovery	in	Great	Britain,	Geological	Society,	London,Volume	343,	January	2010,	M.Martill	and	David	M.Unwin,	The	worlds	largest	toothed	pterosaur,	NHMUK	R481,	an	incomplete	rostrum	of	Coloborhynchus	capito	(Seeley,	1870)	from	the	Cambridge	Greensand	of	England,
Cretaceous	Research,	Volume	34,	April	2012,	J.	de	Ricqls,	et	al,	Palaeohistology	of	the	bones	of	pterosaurs	(Reptilia:	Archosauria):	anatomy,	ontogeny,	and	biomechanical	implications,	Zoological	Journal	of	the	Linnean	Society,	Volume	126,	July	2000,	Hone,	et	al,	Does	mutual	sexual	selection	explain	the	evolution	of	head	crests	in	pterosaurs	and
dinosaurs?,	Lethaia,	Volume	45,	April	2012,	When	we	think	of	dinosaurs,	massive	creatures	like	the	Tyrannosaurus	rex	or	the	long-necked	Brachiosaurus	often	come	to	mind.	However,	not	all	dinosaurs	were	land-bound	giants;	some	evolved	the	incredible	ability	to	take	to	the	skies.	These	flying	dinosaurs,	more	accurately	known	as	pterosaurs,	were
among	the	most	fascinating	creatures	of	the	Mesozoic	Era.	This	article	explores	the	various	types	of	flying	dinosaurs	and	delves	into	their	unique	features	that	set	them	apart	in	prehistoric	history.Understanding	Flying	Dinosaurs:	PterosaursBefore	we	discuss	specific	types,	its	essential	to	clarify	terminology.	The	term	flying	dinosaurs	is	often	used
colloquially;	however,	true	dinosaurs	belonged	to	the	clade	Dinosauria	and	were	primarily	terrestrial.	The	flying	reptiles	of	the	Mesozoic	era	belong	to	a	distinct	group	called	Pterosauria.	While	they	are	close	relatives	of	dinosaurs	within	the	Archosauria	clade	(which	also	includes	crocodilians),	they	are	not	classified	as	true	dinosaurs.Pterosaurs	first
appeared	in	the	Late	Triassic	period	around	228	million	years	ago	and	thrived	until	their	extinction	at	the	end	of	the	Cretaceous	period	about	66	million	years	ago.	They	were	the	first	vertebrates	to	evolve	powered	flight,	which	gave	them	remarkable	adaptive	advantages.Major	Groups	of	Flying	Dinosaurs	(Pterosaurs)Pterosaurs	are	broadly	divided
into	two	main	groups:Rhamphorhynchoids:	The	more	primitive,	early	pterosaurs	with	long	tails.Pterodactyloids:	The	later,	more	advanced	pterosaurs	with	short	tails	and	larger	bodies.Each	group	includes	multiple	species	with	distinct	adaptations	and	features.1.	Rhamphorhynchoids:	Early	Flying	Reptiles	with	Long	TailsRhamphorhynchoids	were
generally	small	to	medium-sized	pterosaurs	characterized	by	long	tails	often	tipped	with	a	diamond-shaped	vane	for	stability	during	flight.Notable	Species:RhamphorhynchusTime	Period:	Late	Jurassic	(~150	million	years	ago)Wingspan:	About	1	to	1.8	metersUnique	Features:Long,	stiff	tail	ending	in	a	diamond-shaped	rudder.Teeth	adapted	for
catching	fish,	indicating	a	piscivorous	diet.Lightweight	body	and	hollow	bones	for	efficient	flight.Rhamphorhynchus	was	an	agile	flyer	that	likely	hunted	over	lakes	and	coastal	waters.	Fossil	evidence	shows	fish	remains	in	its	stomachs,	confirming	its	diet.DimorphodonTime	Period:	Early	Jurassic	(~200	million	years	ago)Wingspan:	Approximately	1.4
metersUnique	Features:Robust	skull	with	two	types	of	teeth	(hence	Dimorphodon	meaning	two-form	tooth).Large	head	compared	to	body	size.Short	tail	compared	to	other	rhamphorhynchoids	but	still	longer	than	pterodactyloids.Dimorphodon	is	believed	to	have	been	a	versatile	feeder,	capable	of	eating	insects,	small	reptiles,	and	possibly	fish.2.
Pterodactyloids:	The	Advanced	Flying	ReptilesThe	Pterodactyloidea	was	an	incredibly	diverse	group	that	emerged	in	the	Late	Jurassic	and	flourished	throughout	the	Cretaceous	period.	They	had	short	tails,	elongated	metacarpals	(hand	bones),	and	many	grew	very	large.Notable	Families	and	Species:PteranodonTime	Period:	Late	Cretaceous	(~8684
million	years	ago)Wingspan:	Up	to	7	meters	(23	feet)Unique	Features:Toothless	beak	adapted	for	fishing.Prominent	cranial	crest	varying	in	size	and	shape	between	males	and	females,	possibly	used	for	display	or	aerodynamic	functions.Lightweight	skeleton	with	pneumatic	(air-filled)	bones.Pteranodon	is	one	of	the	most	famous	pterosaurs	and	an
example	of	extreme	adaptation	to	marine	life.	It	soared	over	ancient	seas	hunting	fish	and	squid.QuetzalcoatlusTime	Period:	Late	Cretaceous	(~7065	million	years	ago)Wingspan:	Estimated	between	10	to	11	meters	(33	to	36	feet),	one	of	the	largest	flying	animals	ever.Unique	Features:Extremely	large	size	possibly	capable	of	walking	on	land
efficiently.Long	neck	and	beak	designed	for	scavenging	or	hunting	small	prey.Powerful	limbs	indicating	it	could	launch	itself	into	flight	from	a	standing	position.Quetzalcoatlus	remains	a	symbol	of	gigantism	in	flying	reptiles.	Its	immense	wingspan	has	prompted	scientists	to	rethink	how	such	large	creatures	could	achieve	flight.TapejaraTime	Period:
Early	Cretaceous	(~120	million	years	ago)Wingspan:	Around	3	metersUnique	Features:Elaborate	cranial	crests	with	bizarre	shapes	that	may	have	served	as	visual	displays	or	helped	regulate	body	temperature.Possibly	fruit-eating	or	omnivorous	diet	based	on	jaw	structure.Tapejaras	ornate	head	crests	highlight	how	sexual	selection	might	have	played
a	role	in	pterosaur	evolution.NyctosaurusTime	Period:	Late	Cretaceous	(~85	million	years	ago)Wingspan:	Up	to	2.5	metersUnique	Features:Unique	antler-like	cranial	crest	without	any	body	feathers	or	soft	tissue	impressions	supporting	anything	else;	possibly	used	for	species	recognition.Lightweight	build	optimized	for	soaring	flight.Nyctosaurus
striking	crest	sets	it	apart	visually	from	other	pterosaurs.Unique	Features	Common	Among	Flying	DinosaursWhile	each	genus	had	its	own	distinct	traits,	several	unique	features	helped	flying	dinosaurs	master	the	skies:Wing	StructurePterosaur	wings	were	formed	by	a	membrane	of	skin	and	muscle	stretching	from	an	elongated	fourth	finger	down	to
their	hind	limbs	or	body.	This	differs	significantly	from	birds	feathered	wings	or	bats	multiple	finger	supports.Their	wing	membranes	contained	blood	vessels	and	muscle	fibers	that	allowed	intricate	control	during	flight.	Some	fossils	even	show	evidence	of	pycnofibershair-like	filaments	that	may	have	provided	insulation	or	helped	streamline	their
bodies	aerodynamically.Cranial	CrestsMany	pterosaurs	had	impressive	cranial	crests	made	of	bone	or	soft	tissue	that	soared	above	their	heads.	These	crests	could	be	elaborate	shapes	used	for:Sexual	display	to	attract	matesSpecies	recognition	within	mixed	environmentsAerodynamic	stability	or	steering	during	flightThe	diversity	in	crest	shapesfrom
simple	ridges	to	vast	sailsreflects	complex	behavioral	evolution.Flight	AdaptationsOther	adaptations	included:Hollow	bones	reducing	weight	without	sacrificing	strengthLarge	braincases	suggesting	sophisticated	sensory	capabilitiesStrong	chest	muscles	anchored	on	keeled	sternums	enabling	powered	flightEfficient	respiratory	systems	comparable	to
modern	birds	allowing	high	metabolismFeeding	AdaptationsFlying	dinosaurs	exhibited	varied	diets	reflected	in	their	dental	structures:Sharp	conical	teeth	for	catching	slippery	fish	(e.g.,	Rhamphorhynchus)Toothless	beaks	ideal	for	scooping	fish	or	scavenging	(e.g.,	Pteranodon)Specialized	teeth	for	crushing	hard-shelled	prey	or	omnivorySome
pterosaurs	likely	hunted	insects	or	small	terrestrial	animals,	indicating	ecological	diversity.The	Evolutionary	Significance	of	Flying	DinosaursThe	success	of	pterosaurs	over	millions	of	years	demonstrates	how	vertebrate	flight	evolved	outside	birds	lineage.	Their	mastery	of	aerial	niches	allowed	them	to	dominate	environments	ranging	from	coastal
seas	to	inland	forests.Their	extinction	coincided	with	the	mass	extinction	event	at	the	end	of	the	Cretaceous	period,	which	also	wiped	out	non-avian	dinosaurs.	Interestingly,	modern	birds	evolved	from	theropod	dinosaurs	but	represent	a	separate	evolutionary	experiment	in	powered	flight	from	pterosaurs.ConclusionFlying	dinosaursor	more	precisely
pterosaurswere	a	remarkable	group	of	prehistoric	reptiles	that	showcased	natures	ingenuity	through	powered	flight	long	before	birds	took	wing.	From	small	insectivores	like	Dimorphodon	to	gigantic	giants	like	Quetzalcoatlus,	these	creatures	exhibit	an	extraordinary	range	of	sizes,	shapes,	and	behaviors	suited	for	life	in	the	air.Understanding	their
unique	features	not	only	illuminates	an	important	chapter	in	evolutionary	history	but	also	inspires	awe	at	these	ancient	masters	of	flight	who	ruled	Mesozoic	skies	millions	of	years	ago.	Flying	dinosaurs	are	not	dinosaurs.	They	are	a	distinct	group	of	reptiles	that	share	a	common	ancestor	with	dinosaurs	and	became	extinct	around	the	same	time.Flying
dinosaurs	and	dinosaurs	are	two	of	the	stars	of	the	Mesozoic	Era,	but	scientifically	they	belong	to	completely	different	groups.Flying	dinosaurs	are	flying	reptiles,	and	dinosaurs	are	terrestrial	reptiles;	they	are	often	confused	because	of	the	overlap	of	their	periods	of	existence,	but	they	are	not	members	of	the	same	family!What	Are	Flying	Dinosaurs
Called?Flying	dinosaurs	belong	to	a	different	group	of	flying	reptiles	called	pterosaurs.	While	pterosaurs	coexisted	with	dinosaurs,	they	are	classified	separately	within	the	broader	archosaur	clade,	including	dinosaurs	and	modern	crocodiles.But	why	do	peoplethink	flying	dinosaurs	are	dinosaurs?	We	believe	it	is	because	of	the	Jurassic	Park	movies.In
the	Jurassic	Park	movies,	the	flying	dinosaurs	played	a	big	part	in	shaping	how	people	view	flying	reptiles,	often	leading	to	the	misconception	that	they	were	dinosaurs.	The	films	famously	featured	pterosaurs,	like	Pteranodon	and	Quetzalcoatlus,	alongside	actual	dinosaurs,	creating	the	idea	in	many	peoples	minds	that	pterosaurs	were	just	another
type	of	dinosaur.By	Modern	SciencesToday	wed	like	to	introduce	the	best-known	flying	dinosaurs	to	let	people	explore	these	flying	creatures	who	ruled	the	prehistoric	sky.1.	HatzegopteryxHatzegopteryx	was	one	of	the	largest	pterosaurs	from	the	Late	Cretaceous	period,	with	an	estimated	wingspan	of	around	33	feet	(10	meters),	around	70	million
years	ago,	and	its	one	of	the	largest	flying	animals	ever	discovered.	Its	known	from	a	few	fossil	remains,	including	a	partial	skull,	and	was	likely	one	of	the	top	predators	in	its	environment.2.	QuetzalcoatlusQuetzalcoatlus	is	a	genus	of	pterosaur,	which	were	flying	reptiles	that	lived	during	the	Late	Cretaceous	period,	around	70	to	65	million	years	ago.
It	is	one	of	the	largest	known	flying	reptiles,	with	an	estimated	wingspan	of	about	33	to	36	feet	(10	to	11	meters)comparable	to	that	of	a	small	airplane!	Quetzalcoatlus	belonged	to	a	group	called	azhdarchids,	which	were	known	for	their	long	necks	and	beaks	with	no	teeth.	It	had	a	very	lightweight,	yet	sturdy,	body	with	large,	bat-like	wings.	Despite
its	huge	wingspan,	it	likely	had	a	relatively	small	body	compared	to	the	size	of	its	wings.	Its	name	comes	from	the	feathered	serpent	god	Quetzalcoatl	in	Aztec	mythology,	reflecting	its	impressive	and	serpent-like	appearance.By	DinopediaIf	you	are	a	big	fan	of	dinosaurs,	wouldnt	you	like	to	experience	the	real	Quetzalcoatlus	standing	in	front	of	you?
Advances	in	animatronic	technology	make	these	creatures	incredibly	lifelike.	animatronic	dinosaur	replicas	bring	the	prehistoric	creatures	to	life!Wingspan	9	mQuetzalcoatlus	Skeleton	MyDinosaurs	DS-164>>Full	SizeQuetzalcoatlus	Animatronic	By	MyDinosaurs	AD-329>>3.	DsungaripterusDsungaripterus	is	a	genus	of	pterosaur	that	lived	in	the
Early	Cretaceous	period,	in	China	and	possibly	South	Korea.	The	first	Dsungaripterus	fossil	was	discovered	in	1964.	One	of	the	most	unique	features	of	Dsungaripterus	is	its	robust,	large	jaws	with	specialized	teeth.	These	teeth	were	likely	used	to	feed	hard-shelled	prey,	such	as	crustaceans	or	mollusks,	suggesting	that	Dsungaripterus	had	a
specialized	diet.	It	had	a	relatively	small	wingspan,	which	indicates	that	it	was	likely	a	more	adept	flyer,	possibly	gliding	or	maneuvering	over	water	in	search	of	food.Theunique	appearance,	combining	features	of	a	bird	and	a	reptile,	makes	Dsungaripterus	stand	out	among	other	prehistoric	creatures,	it	also	became	a	great	unique	decoration	for
dinosaur	exhibitions	and	dinosaur	museum.	according	to	your	budget,	you	can	choose	a	fixed	dinosaur	statue	or	moveable	animatronic	modelsLifelike	Animatronic	Dsungaripterus	by	MyDinosaurs	>>4.	OrnithocheirusOrnithocheirus	lived	during	the	Cretaceous	period,	with	a	wingspan	of	over	30	feet,	though	some	estimates	suggest	even	larger	sizes.
Ornithocheirus	had	a	long,	toothless	beak,	and	its	diet	likely	consisted	of	fish	and	other	small	marine	animals,	which	it	would	have	snatched	up	while	flying	over	or	near	water.	They	are	known	for	the	crest	on	their	heads,	which	may	have	been	used	to	attract	mates	or	intimidate	rivals.	Its	name	means	bird-hand,	derived	from	the	Greek	words	ornithos
(bird)	and	cheir	(hand),	referencing	the	bird-like	shape	of	its	wing	structure.5.	PteranodonPteranodon	is	one	of	the	most	famous	and	well-known	genera	of	pterosaurs,	and	it	lived	during	the	Late	Cretaceous	period,	around	70	to	100	million	years	ago.	Its	recognized	for	its	long,	toothless	beak	and	massive	wingspan,	making	it	one	of	the	largest	flying
animals	of	its	time.	Its	name	comes	from	Greek	words	meaning	winged	and	toothless.ByDinosaurland>>Lightweight	andcost-effective	artificialpterosaur	skeletonsare	the	best	exhibits	for	showcasing	prehistoric	creatures	in	a	museum	setting.	MyDinosaursis	dedicated	to	producing	museum-quality	artificial	skeletons.	If	you	are	working	on	a	new
museum	project	now,MyDinosaurs	will	undoubtedly	be	one	of	the	best	consultants	and	suppliers	of	museum	skeleton	reproductions!Museum-qualityPteranodon	Skeleton	by	MyDinosaurs	>>6.	TropeognathusTropeognathus	is	a	genus	of	pterosaurs	that	lived	during	the	Early	Cretaceous	period.	Its	considered	a	relatively	large	and	robust	pterosaur,
with	a	wingspan	estimated	to	be	about	6	to	7	meters	(20	to	23	feet),	though	some	estimates	put	it	slightly	larger.	It	had	a	long,	toothless	beak,	but	whats	most	notable	is	its	large,	curved	cranial	crest.	This	crest	extended	backward	from	the	top	of	its	skull	and	was	likely	a	characteristic	of	the	species,	possibly	used	for	display,	communication,	or	even
to	improve	aerodynamics.	Like	many	other	pterosaurs,	Tropeognathus	was	probably	a	fish	eater.	It	used	its	beak	to	snatch	fish	and	possibly	other	small	marine	creatures	while	flying	over	or	near	the	water.7.	PterodaustroPterodaustro	is	an	extinct	genus	of	pterosaur,	a	type	of	flying	dinosaur	that	lived	during	the	Late	Jurassic	period,	around	160
million	years	ago.	It	was	a	relatively	small	pterosaur,	with	a	wingspan	of	about	2.5	meters	(around	8	feet).	One	of	the	most	distinctive	features	of	the	Pterodaustro	was	its	long,	slender	jaws	that	were	lined	with	a	set	of	fine,	needle-like	teeth.	These	teeth	were	specialized	for	filtering	food,	much	like	the	beaks	of	modern-day	flamingos	or	some	species
of	fish-eating	birds.8.	RhamphorhynchusRhamphorhynchus	is	another	genus	of	extinct	pterosaur	that	lived	during	the	Late	Jurassic	period,	roughly	150	million	years	ago.	Its	well-known	for	its	long,	narrow	wings	and	a	relatively	short	body	compared	to	some	other	pterosaurs.	It	had	a	wingspan	ranging	from	about	1.5	to	2.5	meters	(5	to	8	feet).	One	of
the	most	distinctive	features	of	Rhamphorhynchus	is	its	long,	slender	tail,	which	had	a	diamond-shaped	fin	at	the	tip.	This	tail	likely	played	a	role	in	stabilization	and	control	during	flight,	helping	the	animal	maneuver	more	effectively	through	the	air.	Rhamphorhynchus	is	often	depicted	as	one	of	the	earlier,	more	primitive	pterosaurs,	with	a	body	plan
that	shows	clear	signs	of	adaptation	to	flight,	though	not	as	specialized	as	some	later	pterosaurs	like	Pteranodon.9.	CaiuajaraCaiuajara	is	a	genus	of	pterosaur	from	the	Late	Cretaceous	period,	around	70	million	years	ago.	Caiuajara	is	notable	for	its	small	size	and	unique	features.	It	belonged	to	a	group	called	the	Pteranodontidae,	which	includes
other	large-to-medium-sized	pterosaurs,	though	Caiuajara	itself	was	on	the	smaller	side	with	a	wingspan	of	about	3	meters	(around	10	feet).	What	makes	this	pterosaur	particularly	interesting	is	its	relatively	well-preserved	fossils,	which	have	provided	insights	into	the	growth	and	development	of	pterosaurs.10.	PterodactylPterodactyl	specifically
refers	to	a	genus	of	pterosaurs	called	Pterodactylus.	This	genus	lived	during	the	late	Jurassic	period,	around	150	million	years	ago.	They	were	one	of	the	first	pterosaurs	to	be	discovered.	Pterodactylus	had	a	relatively	small	wingspan,	usually	around	3	to	4	meters	(10	to	13	feet),	with	a	long,	toothless	beak	and	a	relatively	short	tail.	Its	wings	were
supported	by	a	very	elongated	fourth	finger,	and	it	had	a	robust,	lightweight	body	that	made	it	well-suited	for	flight.	Like	other	pterosaurs,	Pterodactylus	was	likely	a	fish	eater,	hunting	in	coastal	areas	and	possibly	scavenging	or	foraging	near	the	shorelines.By	Getty	ImagesPterodactyl	is	one	of	most	iconic	flying	reptiles	of	the	Mesozoic	Era,	Their
large	wingspans	and	striking	appearance	make	them	visually	captivating,	Bring	there	attractive	flying	creature	with	our	animatronic	Pterodactyl	with	movements	and	sound,	experience	the	unique	and	special	Jurassic	timesRealistic	AnimatronicPterodactyl	by	MyDinosaurs	AD-263	>>Each	of	these	flying	dinosaurs	is	unique;	they	help	us	to	understand
how	flight	evolved	in	prehistoric	times	and	the	incredible	diversity	of	prehistoric	life,	and	they	were	integral	to	the	ecosystems	they	inhabited.	If	you	want	to	bring	any	of	these	flying	creatures	to	your	park	or	museum	in	animatronic,	statue,	or	skeleton	version,	MyDinosaurs	would	be	here	for	you,	Contact	us	and	take	your	project	to	the	next	level!
Flying	Dinosaurs:	Despite	being	extinct	at	the	present-day	time,	dinosaurs	are	still	considered	as	one	of	the	most	astonishing	creatures	that	ever	existed	on	Earth.	With	those	sharp	teeth	and	variable	sizes	(ranged	from	the	smallest	to	the	most	humongous	bodies),	dinosaurs	were	sure	to	have	ruled	over	the	land	and	even	deep	waters	during
prehistoric	times.How	about	the	skies,	you	say?	Were	there	flying	dinosaurs?	Did	they	actually	exist?Sorry	to	disappoint	you	but	there	were	actually	no	flying	dinosaurs.Despite	the	rampant	portrayal	in	the	media	and	other	electronic	sources,	technically	speaking,	there	have	been	no	scientific	records[1]	of	pre-avian	dinosaurs	that	were	capable	of
flying.	Instead,	during	that	time,	non-avian	reptiles	that	could	fly	were	already	cohabiting	with	terrestrial	and	marine	dinosaurs.	What	are	Pterosaurs?	How	to	pronounce	it?[responsivevoice	buttontext=Pterosaurs]Pterosaurs[/responsivevoice]Origin:	GreekLong	before	birds	and	flying	mammals	like	bats	took	over,	flying	reptiles	also	known	as
pterosaurs	(literally	wing	lizards)	gained	powered	flight	and	dominated	the	skies	of	the	planet.	The	famous	Italian	naturalist	Cosimo	Alessandro	Collini	discovered	the	first	pterosaur	fossils	at	Bavaria,	Germany	in	1784.	The	earlier	scientists	named	these	flying	creatures	as	Pterodactyls	which	many	modern	paleontologists	now	refer	as
Pterosaurs.Considered	as	the	first	flying	vertebrates,	these	animals	emerged	during	the	later	part	of	the	Triassic	period	up	to	the	end	Cretaceous	period,	roughly	about	150	million	years.But	unlike	birds	with	feathers,	pterosaurs	had	wings	made	of	skin	and	muscle	tissues	stretched	from	their	digits	to	their	ankles.It	was	once	thought	that	these	flying
reptiles	were	not	adapted	for	flying	and	instead	relied	on	gliding.	However,	based	on	recent	analyses[2]	of	pterosaur	fossils,	it	was	found	out	that	all	pterosaurs	were	capable	of	active	flight.	These	animals	had	several	physical	features	that	allowed	them	to	sustain	powered	flight;	large	brain,	highly-developed	optic	lobes,	and	numerous	tuberosities	in
their	bones	to	where	the	muscles	necessary	for	flight	were	attached.	Relationship	Between	Pterosaurs	&	Dinosaurs	Again,	it	is	important	to	note	that	pterosaurs	are	not	dinosaurs	but	were	related	to	them.	Based	on	the	phylogenetic	tree	below,	pterosaurs	(members	of	the	Order	Pterosauria)	and	dinosaurs	(member	of	the	Order	Dinosauria)	exhibit
convergent	evolution,	or	a	type	of	evolution	wherein	organisms	not	closely	related	independently	evolved	similar	traits.Pterosaurs	and	Dinosaurs	Relationship	(Source:	Wikimedia)	Examples	Of	PterosaursThe	size	of	the	members	of	the	Order	Pterosauria	ranges	from	the	size	of	a	raven	up	to	the	size	of	an	airplane.	The	word	origin	for	these	pterosaurs
was	mostly	from	Greek.	Some	examples	of	pterosaurs	are	the	following:1.	Plesiosaurus	Pronunciation[responsivevoice	buttontext=Plesiosaurus]Plesiosaurus[/responsivevoice]KingdomClassOrderFamilyGenusAnimaliaReptiliaPterosauriaPlesiosauridaePlesiosaurusLike	any	other	pterosaurs,	the	Plesiosaurus[3]	is	often	mistaken	as	a	dinosaur	when	in
fact	it	was	actually	a	marine	reptile	that	thrived	during	the	Jurassic	period.	Regarding	physical	appearance,	the	Plesiosaurus	is	characterized	by	having	eyes	located	on	the	sides	of	its	head	to	help	it	attack	its	prey	from	below,	smooth	skin	to	decrease	drag	in	the	water,	and	needle-like	teeth	that	were	perfect	as	fish	traps.These	reptiles	also	had	long
necks,	long	tails,	and	four	flippers	which	were	paddle-like	in	appearance.	Because	of	this,	some	scientists	refer	to	it	as	a	flying	dinosaur	because	of	it	appears	like	flying	through	the	vast	seas.Interestingly	in	1987,	recovered	fossils	of	Plesiosaurus	abdomen	contained	bones	of	an	embryo,	proving	that	the	animal	can	give	birth	to	a	live	offspring.2.
Pteranodon	Pronunciation[responsivevoice	buttontext=Pteranodon]terana	don[/responsivevoice]KingdomClassOrderFamilyGenusAnimaliaReptiliaPterosauriaPteranodontinaePteranodonAlso	known	as	the	toothless	flying	reptile[4],	the	Pteranodon	was	a	descendant	of	another	pterosaur	known	as	the	Pterodactylus.	Literally,	the	name	pteranodon	(from
ptera	and	anodontia)	means	wing	without	tooth.Despite	having	no	teeth,	the	Pteranodon	was	a	voracious	carnivore	as	it	feeds	on	fish,	shellfish,	mollusks,	insects,	and	even	leftovers	of	other	animals.	Regarding	flight,	the	Pteranodon	can	fly	long	distances	by	depending	on	air	currents.	This	reptile	is	characterized	by	its	huge	yet	very	light	wings
covered	by	a	leathery	membrane	instead	of	feathers.	Its	wings	generally	stretched	between	its	body,	legs,	and	digits.Some	Pteranodons	had	long	crests	found	at	the	back	of	their	heads	and	was	presumed	to	be	used	either	during	flight	or	mating.Based	on	fossil	records,	pteranodons	were	known	to	inhabit	the	North	America	and	Europe	during	the	late
Cretaceous	period.3.	Pterodactylus	Pterodactylus	(Source:	WikimediaPronunciation[responsivevoice	buttontext=Pterodactylus]Pterodactylus[/responsivevoice]KingdomClassOrderFamilyGenusAnimaliaReptiliaPterosauriaPterodactylidaePterodactylusLiterally	meaning	winged	finger,	the	Pterodactylus[5]	was	a	type	of	pterosaur	that	thrived	during	the
late	Jurassic	Period.	Its	name	is	an	apt	description	of	what	its	flying	apparatus	(the	wings	were	supported	by	one	large	finger).Because	of	such	structure,	the	Pterodactylus	was	able	to	flap	its	wings	and	fly	with	much	power.One	major	difference	between	the	two	is	that	the	Pterodactylus	had	numerous	teeth	while	the	Pteranodon	have	none.The
Pterodactylus	is	the	ancestor	of	the	previously	mentioned	Pteranodon.	Hence	they	look	pretty	much	alike.	Instead	of	feathers,	the	Pterodactylus	had	huge	wings	covered	with	a	leathery	membrane	that	stretches	throughout	its	body.Remains	of	Pteranodons	were	discovered	in	some	parts	of	Europe	and	Africa.4.	Dimorphodon	Dimorphodon	(Source:
Wikimedia)Pronunciation[responsivevoice	buttontext=Dimorphodon]Dimorphodon[/responsivevoice]KingdomClassOrderFamilyGenusAnimaliaReptiliaPterosauriaDimorphodontinaeDimorphodonDiscovered	by	Richard	Owen	in	England	in	1859,	the	Dimorphodon	(meaning	two-form	tooth)	was	a	flying	reptile	that	lived	during	the	early	Jurassic
period.The	Dimorphodon	is	characterized	by	wide	toothed	jaws,	short	necks,	and	a	bizarre	diamond-like	flap	of	skin	at	the	end	of	its	long,	thin	tail.Another	distinct	characteristic	of	this	reptile	was	its	head	which	was	extremely	large	for	its	body.	Scientists	believe	that	this	was	used	for	courtship.Unlike	other	members	of	the	Order	Pterosauria,
Dimorphodons	had	legs	that	stretched	out	at	the	side,	resulting	in	its	clumsy	gait.	Such	feature	reveals	that	when	not	in	flight,	Dimorphodons	usually	hang	from	the	branches	of	trees	and	on	cliffs	while	holding	its	body	weight	with	its	claw.5.	Rhamphorhynchus	Rhamphorhynchus	(Source:	Wikimedia)Pronunciation[responsivevoice
buttontext=Rhamphorhynchus]Rhampho	rinkus[/responsivevoice]KingdomClassOrderFamilyGenusAnimaliaReptiliaPterosauriaRhamphorhynchidaeRhamphorhynchusThe	next	animal	in	this	list	is	the	Rhamphorhynchus	that	live	during	the	late	period	of	the	Jurassic.This	flying	reptile	is	typically	most	notable	due	to	its	diamond-like	flap	skin	that	is
found	at	the	end	of	its	tail.	This	carnivorous	reptile	had	narrow	jaws	that	contained	sharp	teeth	that	protrude	outward.	Regarding	flight,	the	Rhamphorhynchus	used	its	huge	yet	light	wings.	The	flap	mentioned	above	was	used	to	stay	stable	during	flight.Despite	being	good	at	flying,	the	Rhamphorhynchus	had	very	small	legs,	hence	very	poor	in
running.6.	Germanodactylus	Germanodactylus	(Source:	Wikimedia)Pronunciation[responsivevoice	buttontext=Germanodactylus]germaano	dactylus[/responsivevoice]KingdomClassOrderFamilyGenusAnimaliaReptiliaPterosauriaGermanodactylidaeGermanodactylusLiterally	meaning	German	finger,	the	Germanodactylus[6]	is	very	much	known	for	its
head	crest.	This	crest	made	of	a	protein	called	keratin	could	change	color	in	order	to	become	more	prominent	during	mating	season.This	reptile,	very	much	the	size	of	a	raven,	had	a	wingspan	of	3.5	feet	that	enabled	it	to	fly	long	distances.The	fossils	of	the	Germanodactylus	that	lived	during	the	late	Jurassic	period	were	first	discovered	in	Germany,
hence	its	name.7.	Haopterus	Haopterus	(Source)Pronunciation[responsivevoice	buttontext=Haopterus]Haopterus[/responsivevoice]KingdomClassOrderFamilyGenusAnimaliaReptiliaPterosauriaPterodactylidaeHaopterusThe	next	animal	on	this	list	is	the	Haopterus,	one	of	the	few	flying	reptiles	that	lived	in	Asia	during	the	late	Cretaceous	period[7].
Numerous	fossils	of	Haopterus	have	discovered	China,	Liaoning	Province.The	name	of	this	animal	was	formulated	in	honor	of	Chinese	Professor	Hao	Yi	Chun,	combined	with	the	Latin	word	for	wing,	pteron.Interestingly,	the	Haopterus	had	teeth	that	were	very	much	adapted	for	eating	fish.	This	mainly	explains	why	these	animals	were	piscivores.The
wingspan	of	the	Haopterus	usually	ranged	from	4	to	5	feet	in	length.	Hence,	it	could	travel	long	distances	and	high	elevations.	Aside	from	that,	the	Haopterus	had	slender	hind	feet,	and	scientists	believed	that	this	enabled	the	animal	to	move	quadrupedally	on	land.8.	Quetzalcoatlus	Quetzalcoatlus	(Source)Pronunciation[responsivevoice
buttontext=Quetzacoatlus]ketza	cotalus[/responsivevoice]KingdomClassOrderFamilyGenusAnimaliaReptiliaPterosauriaAzhdarchidaeQuetzalcoatlusLast	but	not	the	least,	is	the	Quetzalcoatlus	that	lived	in	North	America	during	the	late	Cretaceous	period.Considered	as	one	of	the	largest	flying	animals	of	all	time,	the	Quetzalcoatlus	had	an	average
wingspan	of	52	feet	(15	meters)!With	such	great	wings,	the	Quetzalcoatlus	was	certainly	good	at	flying	and	could	easily	cover	long	distances.	Scientists	argued	that	despite	its	massive	size,	this	animal	weighed	only	about	a	hundred	kilograms	and	therefore	its	weight	did	not	hinder	its	flight.Aside	from	that,	it	is	also	characterized	by	having	a	long	neck
that	helped	it	scavenge	on	the	dead	bodies	of	other	animals.This	flying	reptile	derived	its	name	from	Quetzalcoatlus[8],	an	Aztec	feathered	serpent	deity.To	learn	more	about	pterosaurs,	you	can	visit	this	site.The	Bird-Like	Dinosaurs	(Flying	Dinosaurs)The	word	dinosaur	means	terrible	lizard,	and	this	is	somewhat	contradictory	since	dinosaurs	are	not
lizards	but	a	separate	group	of	extinct	reptiles.On	the	other	hand,	birds	are	viewed	to	have	directly	descended	from	dinosaurs	(specifically	from	the	theropod	group	during	the	Mesozoic	Era.	Roughly	speaking,	modern	birds	can	even	be	referred	to	as	feathered	dinosaurs	themselves.	About	what	was	alluded	to	earlier,	birds	may	have	descended	from
dinosaurs,	but	scientists	believed	that	pre-avian	dinosaurs	couldnt	fly.1.	Archaeopteryx	Pronunciation[responsivevoice	buttontext=Archaeopteryx]ahr	kee	op	turiks[/responsivevoice]KingdomClassOrderFamilyGenusAnimaliaReptiliaSaurischiaArchaeopterygidaeArcheopteryxThe	Archeopteryx,	which	lived	in	southern	Germany	during	the	late	Jurassic
period,	is	considered	as	the	worlds	oldest	known	bird.	Its	name	comes	from	the	two	Greek	words	archaios	and	pteryx	which	mean	ancient	and	wing	respectively.The	Archeopteryx	is	believed	to	be	the	link	between	birds	and	non-avian/non	flying	dinosaurs[9].	Interestingly,	the	Archeopteryx	bore	physical	features	like	jaws	with	sharp	teeth,	a	bony	tail,
flight	and	tail	feathers,	and	sharp	claws	(also	known	as	killing	claws)	all	of	which	indicate	the	shared	characteristics	of	birds	and	dinosaurs.The	Archeopteryx	also	had	the	size	like	that	of	a	raven	and	weight	of	about	one	kilogram.The	Archeopteryx	is	also	called	by	its	German	name	Urvogel	which	literally	means	first	bird.2.	Microraptor	How	to
pronounce	it?[responsivevoice	buttontext=Microraptor]Micro	raptor[/responsivevoice]KingdomClassOrderFamilyGenusAnimaliaReptiliaSaurischiaDromaeosauridaeMicroraptorLike	the	Archeopteryx,	the	Microraptor	also	provides	the	evolutionary	link	between	dinosaurs	and	birds.	Discovered	in	the	forests	of	China,	the	Microraptor	(like	the
Archeopteryx)	provides	an	important	evidence	to	the	evolution	of	birds	and	dinosaurs.Basically,	the	Microraptor	had	combined	features	of	dinosaurs	and	birds:	presence	of	flight	feathers	(like	modern	birds)	but	had	claws	specialized	for	climbing	trees.The	name	Microraptor	literally	means	the	small	one	who	seizes[10]With	such	significant	evidence	of
the	distinct	evolutionary	relationships	of	dinosaurs	with	birds,	there	is	absolutely	no	more	reason	to	keep	the	confusion.	What	do	you	think?Cite	This	PageKey	References[1]	Were	there	Flying	dinosaurs?	-ZoomDinosaurs.com.	Were	there	Flying	dinosaurs?	-ZoomDinosaurs.com.	Accessed	January	28,	2017.	Link.[2]	The	Origins	of	Flight.	Research
Padian	Lab	University	of	California,	Berkeley.	Accessed	January	28,	2017.	Link.[3]	Walking	with	Dinosaurs	|	BBC	Earth	|	Shows.	BBC	Earth.	Accessed	January	28,	2017.	Link.[4]	PteranodonCretaceous	ReptilePrehistoric	World	Images.	PteranodonCretaceous	ReptilePrehistoric	World	Images.	Accessed	January	28,	2017.	Link.[5]	PTERODACTYLUS-
Enchanted	Learning	Software.	PTERODACTYLUS-	Enchanted	Learning	Software.	Accessed	January	28,	2017.	Link.[6]	Www.prehistoric-wildlife.com,	Darren	Pepper.	Germanodactylus.	Germanodactylus.	Accessed	January	28,	2017.	Link.[7]	Haopterus.	Haopterus	Pictures	&	Facts	The	Dinosaur	Database.	Accessed	January	28,	2017.	Link.[8]	Walking
with	Dinosaurs	Fact	File:	Quetzalcoatlus.	Walking	with	Dinosaurs	Fact	File:	Quetzalcoatlus.	Accessed	January	28,	2017.	Link.[9]	An	Early	Bird.	Archaeopteryx.	Accessed	January	28,	2017.	Link.[10]	BBC	Nature	Microraptor	videos,	news	and	facts.	BBC	News.	Accessed	January	28,	2017.	Link.	Dinosaurs	are	a	diverse	group	of	reptiles	that	first	appeared
during	the	Triassic	period,	around	230	million	years	ago.	They	dominated	terrestrial	ecosystems	for	over	160	million	years,	until	the	end	of	the	Cretaceous	period	about	65	million	years	ago.	Wait	terrestrial	ecosystems,	so	then	what	about	flying	dinosaurs?	Both	pterosaurs	and	dinosaurs	fall	under	the	umbrella	of	archosaurs,	which	also	include
modern	birds	and	crocodiles.	While	they	didnt	share	the	title	of	dinosaur,	they	lived	side-by-side	for	millions	of	years.	All	images	via	Wiki	Commons.	Flying	dinosaurs	dont	exist,	if	were	being	strict	about	it.	Theyre	not	really	dinosaurs	because	dinosaurs,	by	definition,	are	land-based	creatures.	However,	some	reptiles	that	coexisted	alongside	the
dinosaurs	could	fly.	Are	they	flying	dinosaurs?	No.	But	theyre	flying,	dinosaur-related,	reptiles	and	thats	good	enough	for	me.	Imagine	glancing	up	at	the	sky	and	spotting	not	just	birds	or	planes,	but	actual	reptiles	soaring	high	above	you.	Sounds	like	something	out	of	a	science	fiction	movie,	right?	Well,	lets	take	you	on	a	journey	through	time,	back	to
an	era	where	winged	dinosaurs	roamed	the	sky.	Depiction	of	a	flying	pterosaur.	Credit:	Wikimedia	Commons.	The	creatures	people	usually	refer	to	when	theyre	talking	about	flying	dinosaurs	are	pterosaurs,	close	relatives	of	dinosaurs.	These	airborne	reptiles	captivate	us,	but	they	are	more	than	just	creatures	of	lore	or	the	silver	screen.	They	were
once	as	real	as	the	birds	that	now	dominate	our	skies.	If	you	want	to	get	technical,	pterosaurs	and	dinosaurs	diverged	from	a	common	ancestor	during	the	Late	Triassic	period,	over	200	million	years	ago.	Pterosaurs	were	a	diverse	group,	with	many	species	adapted	to	different	niches	and	habitats.	They	had	different	diets,	reflecting	their	lifestyles	and
habitats.	Some	ate	fish,	picking	them	off	as	they	skimmed	over	water	surfaces.	Many	were	probably	opportunistic	feeders,	grabbing	whatever	they	could	even	carcasses.	Its	important	to	keep	in	mind	that	just	because	they	could	fly	doesnt	mean	pterosaurs	were	closely	related	to	birds.	In	fact,	birds	are	much	more	closely	related	to	the	T-Rex	than	to
pterosaurs.	This	is	an	example	of	convergent	evolution:	two	different	groups	of	animals	evolving	the	same	thing	flight.	Flight	enabled	pterosaurs	to	travel	long	distances,	exploit	new	habitats,	escape	predators,	and	swoop	down	from	above	to	seize	their	prey.	Whether	it	was	gliding,	short-flight,	or	long-distance	flight,	it	offered	new	avenues	to	explore.
However,	their	ability	to	fly	is	hotly	debated.	Researchers	are	still	trying	to	figure	out	whether	these	reptiles	were	capable	of	sustained	flight.	But	most	researchers	are	confident	that	pterosaurs	were	indeed	flying	creatures.	Pterosaurs	have	huge	breastbones,	which	is	where	the	flight	muscles	attach,	so	there	is	no	doubt	that	they	were	terrific	fliers,
says	University	of	California,	Berkeley,	paleontologist	Kevin	Padian,	emeritus	professor	of	integrative	biology	and	emeritus	curator	in	the	UC	Museum	of	Paleontology.	Padian	recently	led	a	study	on	pterosaurs.	Their	upper	arm	bone	the	humerus	has	huge,	bony	crests	for	anchoring	the	flight	muscles,	which	are	larger	than	those	of	birds	and	far	larger
than	those	of	bats.	The	wings	worked	essentially	like	those	of	birds	and	other	dinosaurs,	to	which	pterosaurs	are	most	closely	related.	Despite	two	centuries	of	reconstructing	pterosaurs	like	bats,	there	is	no	evidence	for	this	view:	Bats	are	unique	and	very	different	from	birds	and	pterosaurs.	Despite	their	somewhat	frightening	appearance,	these
creatures	werent	the	top-of-the-food-chain	predators	we	often	imagine.	Instead,	they	had	to	be	quite	selective	about	their	meals.	Their	beaks	were	specialized	but	not	overly	strong,	which	limited	the	types	of	prey	they	could	catch.	Pterosaurs	are	also	colloquially	referred	to	as	pterodactyls.	This	is	not	a	scientific	term!	In	fact,	scientists	usually	really
dislike	this	term	because	its	misleading.	Credit:	Wikipedia	Commons.	The	Pterodactyl	may	refer	to	members	of	the	genus	Pterodactylus,	and	more	broadly	to	members	of	the	suborder	Pterodactyloidea	of	the	pterosaurs.	There	were	two	major	types	of	pterosaurs.	Basal	pterosaurs	(also	called	non-pterodactyloid	pterosaurs)	were	smaller	animals	with
fully-toothed	jaws	and,	typically,	long	tails.	They	would	have	had	an	awkward	sprawling	posture	on	the	ground	but	the	anatomy	of	their	joints	and	strong	claws	would	have	made	them	effective	climbers.	Later	pterosaurs	are	called	pterodactyloid	or	pterodactyls.	They	evolved	in	many	sizes,	shapes,	and	lifestyles.	So	when	you	hear	the	word
pterodactyl,	keep	in	mind	if	its	a	paleontologist,	theyre	likely	referring	to	a	specific	group	of	pterosaurs.	If	its	someone	else,	theyre	probably	referring	to	pterosaurs	with	an	incorrect	term.	This	being	said,	lets	look	at	some	examples	of	flying	dinosaurs	or	rather,	flying	dinosaur-age	reptiles.	Depiction	of	Pteranodon.	Credit:	Wikimedia	Commons.	When
you	hear	flying	dinosaur,	your	mind	probably	races	to	the	Pteranodon.	With	its	distinctive	crest	and	long	beak,	its	an	image	many	of	us	grew	up	with.	This	fascinating	creature	had	a	wingspan	of	around	18	feetalmost	as	long	as	a	car.	Its	not	just	the	wingspan	that	made	Pteranodons	exceptional.	They	had	hollow	bones	and	a	large	keel-like	breastbone,
features	that	made	them	lighter	and	more	aerodynamic.	Their	unique	build	allowed	them	to	launch	from	a	standstill,	and	glide	effortlessly	through	the	air.	The	name	Pteranodon	translates	to	winged	and	toothless.	This	is	fitting	because	one	of	Pteranodons	distinguishing	characteristics	is	its	lack	of	teeth.	Pteranodon	lived	during	the	Late	Cretaceous
period,	around	85	to	84	million	years	ago.	Its	one	of	the	most	iconic	and	widely	recognized	pterosaurs,	often	featuring	in	popular	culture	depictions	of	prehistoric	life.	If	you	want	to	refer	to	a	flying	dinosaur,	the	Pteranodon	is	the	closest	to	it.	Pteranodon	represented	mid-flight.	Often	confused	with	Pteranodons,	pterodactyls	are	another	well-known
member	of	the	pterosaur	family.	The	term	pterodactyl	is	often	used	as	a	catch-all	for	all	pterosaurs,	as	outlined	earlier,	but	its	actually	a	specific	genusPterodactylus.	Pterodactylus	translates	to	winged	finger,	which	describes	its	large	wing	formed	by	a	skin	and	muscle	membrane	stretching	from	its	elongated	fourth	finger	to	its	body.	Pterodactyls
were	generally	smaller	than	Pteranodons,	with	a	wingspan	averaging	about	3.5	feet.	Despite	their	smaller	size,	they	were	incredibly	versatile.	Some	scientists	even	speculate	that	these	reptiles	could	hover,	much	like	a	hummingbird,	though	this	remains	a	topic	of	debate.	Credit:	Wikimedia	Commons.	Fossils	of	Pterodactylus	are	primarily	found	in
what	is	now	Germany,	in	areas	that	were	once	shallow	coastal	environments.	This	suggests	that	it	would	have	been	frequently	seen	skimming	over	calm	seas	or	coastlines	hunting	for	food.	The	term	pterodactyl	has	often	been	used	in	popular	culture	as	a	generic	name	for	all	pterosaurs,	but	its	important	to	note	that	Pterodactylus	is	just	one	specific
genus	within	the	broader	group	of	pterosaurs.	Its	importance	in	the	history	of	paleontology	and	its	iconic	status	makes	it	a	frequent	reference	point	for	discussions	about	flying	reptiles.	As	with	other	pterosaurs,	Pterodactylus	is	not	a	dinosaur	but	a	distinct	group	of	flying	reptiles	that	lived	alongside	dinosaurs	during	the	Mesozoic	Era.	Quetzalcoatlus
is	named	after	Quetzalcoatl,	the	feathered	serpent	god	from	Aztec	mythology.	This	name	reflects	the	creatures	grandeur	and	its	wings	that	resemble	feathers.	A	life-size	restoration	of	Q.	northropi	at	The	Field	Museum	in	Chicago.	This	winged	reptile	has	an	impressive	wingspan.	When	it	was	first	named	as	a	new	species	in	1975,	scientists	estimated
its	wingspan	of	15.9	m	(52	ft).	Further	models	suggest	a	somewhat	smaller	wingspan,	but	nonetheless,	the	Quetzalcoatlus	stood	tall	and	wide.	Researchers	now	believe	that	there	were	two	different	Quetzalcoatlus	species	one	of	which	was	larger,	and	the	other	of	which	was	smaller	but	still	larger	than	a	human.	Quetzalcoatlus	is	one	of	the	largest
known	flying	animals	of	all	time,	if	not	the	largest.	The	size	of	the	two	Quetzalcoatlus	species.	Apart	from	its	vast	wingspan,	Quetzalcoatlus	had	a	long,	pointed	beak	and	a	long	neck.	Its	legs	were	also	elongated,	suggesting	that	it	was	a	proficient	walker	when	on	the	ground.	Despite	its	massive	size,	its	skeletal	structure	was	lightweight	to	facilitate
flight.	While	the	exact	diet	of	Quetzalcoatlus	is	still	debated,	some	paleontologists	believe	it	may	have	been	a	carnivore	that	scavenged	for	carrion	on	land,	similar	to	modern-day	vultures.	Others	suggest	it	could	have	hunted	for	fish	or	other	small	animals.	Some	people	said	it	was	a	carrion	feeder,	some	people	said	it	flew	over	the	water	and	plucked
fish	like	a	pelican.	Those	things	dont	work,	Padian	said.	The	jaws	are	very	long	and	thin,	tapering	to	a	point.	And	if	you	look	at	a	heron	or	egrets	jaws,	theyre	the	same	good	for	plucking	lizards	and	other	small	game,	but	definitely	not	carcass-scavenging.	It	had	no	teeth.	This	animal	could	raise	its	head	and	neck	vertically,	so	as	to	swallow	the	small
prey	it	seized	with	its	jaws.	It	could	lower	the	great	head	far	below	the	horizontal,	so	if	it	were	cruising	above	dry	land,	it	might	have	been	able	to	swoop	down	and	pluck	an	unsuspecting	animal,	Padian	said.	Walking	about	on	land,	it	could	move	its	head	and	neck	to	an	arc	of	180	degrees,	capable	of	full	vision	all	around	it.	Quetzalcoatlus	is	significant
not	only	because	of	its	massive	size	but	also	due	to	what	it	tells	us	about	the	capabilities	of	flight	in	large	animals.	Its	existence	has	spurred	research	and	debate	regarding	how	such	large	creatures	took	flight,	how	they	maintained	it,	and	what	their	lifestyle	might	have	been	like.	If	youre	looking	for	an	imposing	flying	dinosaur,	Quetzalcoatlus	is	the
one.	This	early	pterosaur	had	a	large	head	relative	to	its	body	and	short	wings,	suggesting	it	might	have	been	a	nimble	flyer	that	maneuvered	through	forests.	Computer-generated	3D	illustration	with	the	Pterosaur	Dimorphodon.	The	name	Dimorphodon	translates	to	two-form	tooth,	referring	to	the	fact	that	this	pterosaur	had	two	distinct	types	of
teeth	in	its	jaws,	which	is	unusual	among	pterosaurs.	Dimorphodon	lived	during	the	Early	Jurassic	period,	approximately	190	to	180	million	years	ago.	It	is	a	much	earlier	pterosaur	than	most	of	the	creatures	on	this	list.	Dimorphodon	had	a	large	head	in	proportion	to	its	body,	with	deep	jaws	filled	with	sharp	teeth.	The	front	teeth	were	long	and	fang-
like,	while	the	rear	teeth	were	shorter	and	more	robust.	It	also	had	a	long	tail	with	a	diamond-shaped	flap	or	vane	at	the	end,	which	may	have	aided	in	steering	during	flight.	Its	wings	were	relatively	short	and	broad.	Many	depictions	give	it	a	speculative	puffin	head,	because	the	pterosaur	has	some	similarities	to	a	puffin.	Dimorphodon	was	one	of	the
first	pterosaurs	to	be	discovered	and	described.	The	paleontologist	Richard	Owen,	who	also	coined	the	term	dinosaur,	first	described	it	in	the	19th	century.	This	is	an	early-day	flying	dinosaur	one	that	contradicts	many	of	the	common	characteristics	of	pterosaurs.	Tapejara	is	an	important	pterosaur	for	multiple	reasons.	Its	striking	crest	provides	a
glimpse	into	the	diversity	and	possible	display	behaviors	of	pterosaurs.	The	quality	of	some	Tapejara	fossils,	particularly	those	from	Brazils	Santana	Formation,	has	allowed	for	detailed	studies	of	its	anatomy	and	even	the	patterns	and	structures	of	its	soft	tissues	and	wing	membranes.	Depiction	of	Tapejara.	Tapejara	is	a	genus	of	Brazilian	pterosaur
from	the	Cretaceous:	Recognized	by	its	pronounced	crest,	which	might	have	been	used	for	display	or	steering	during	flight,	this	flying	reptile	shows	just	how	diverse	pterosaurs	really	were.	The	fossils	of	Tapejara	have	been	found	in	the	Santana	Formation	in	Brazil,	which	was	a	coastal	environment	during	the	Early	Cretaceous	period.	This	suggests
that	Tapejara	likely	inhabited	coastal	regions,	possibly	nesting	or	resting	on	cliffs	and	hunting	over	the	ocean	or	nearby	lagoons.	The	name	Dorygnathus	translates	to	spear	jaw,	referring	to	the	elongated,	pointed	teeth	at	the	front	of	its	jaw.	Dorygnathus	depicted	on	a	rock	by	the	sea.	Dorygnathus	had	a	short,	robust	snout	and	is	particularly	notable
for	its	teeth.	The	front	teeth	were	long,	slender,	and	curved,	while	the	teeth	at	the	back	of	the	jaw	were	smaller	and	more	vertical.	The	exact	function	of	these	long	teeth	is	still	debated,	but	they	might	have	been	used	to	catch	and	grip	slippery	prey	like	fish.	Dorygnathus	is	a	significant	pterosaur	for	several	reasons.	Firstly,	its	unique	dental
arrangement	offers	insights	into	the	dietary	habits	and	predatory	techniques	of	early	pterosaurs.	Additionally,	its	fossils	provide	valuable	data	about	the	diversity	and	evolution	of	pterosaurs	during	the	Jurassic	period,	helping	to	bridge	gaps	in	our	understanding	of	their	evolutionary	history.	Imagine	a	pelican,	but	its	actually	a	reptile	and	bigger.
Cearadactylus	had	a	wingspan	estimated	to	be	around	5.5	meters	(roughly	18	feet),	making	it	a	relatively	large	pterosaur	and	a	pronounced,	impressive	jaw.	Life	restoration.	Cearadactylus	was	first	described	in	the	1980s	based	on	a	fossil	specimen	found	in	Brazils	Santana	Formation.	This	formation	is	well-known	for	its	exceptionally	well-preserved
fossils,	many	of	which	retain	impressions	of	soft	tissues.	Like	other	pterosaurs,	Cearadactylus	was	not	a	dinosaur	but	a	member	of	a	distinct	group	of	flying	reptiles	that	lived	alongside	dinosaurs	during	the	Mesozoic	Era.	The	variety	in	size,	form,	and	function	among	pterosaurs	like	Cearadactylus	illustrates	the	dynamic	and	diverse	ecosystems	of	their
time.	These	are	just	a	few	of	the	many	known	pterosaurs.	Plenty	of	others	have	been	described,	and	possibly	even	more	have	not	been	discovered	yet.	Sadly,	like	many	incredible	creatures	of	the	past,	the	pterosaurs	met	an	untimely	end.	The	same	event	that	led	to	the	extinction	of	most	dinosaurslikely	a	meteorite	impactalso	wiped	out	these	fantastic
flyers.	Though	pterosaurs	may	have	vanished,	theyve	left	a	lasting	legacy.	Every	time	you	see	a	bird	soar	across	the	sky,	youre	witnessing	the	modern	evolution	of	the	ancient	art	of	flight,	a	talent	that	pterosaurs	had	mastered	long	before.	Pterosaurs	are	not	related	to	birds,	but	their	legacy	reminds	us	of	the	incredible	biodiversity	that	our	planet	once
hosted.	They	soared	through	ancient	skies,	carving	their	place	in	the	world,	and	standing	as	testaments	to	natures	boundless	imagination.	From	the	smaller	Dimorphodon	to	the	majestic	Quetzalcoatlus,	each	species	had	its	unique	role	in	the	prehistoric	ecosystem.	Tags:	flying	dinosaurspterodactylpterosaur	Dinosaurs	were	the	dominant	animals
during	the	Mesozoic,	throughout	this	period	they	have	diversified	enormously	and	have	spread	across	the	planet,	some	of	them	dared	to	colonize	the	air,	resulting	in	different	types	of	flying	dinosaurs	and,	finally,	birds.However,	huge	flying	animals	commonly	called	dinosaurs	are	not	actually	dinosaurs,	but	other	types	of	flying	reptiles.Want	to	know
more?	Dont	miss	this	Animal	Expert	article	about	flying	dinosaur	types:	names	and	images.During	the	Mesozoic.	Many	types	of	dinosaurs	populated	the	entire	planet.	Becoming	the	dominant	vertebrates.	We	can	group	these	animals	into	two	orders:.Enter	this	article	to	find	out	how	the	dinosaurs	disappearedThe	development	of	flight	capacity	in
dinosaurs	has	been	a	slow	process	in	which	adaptations	of	todays	birds	have	emerged.In	chronological	order	of	appearance,	here	are	the	characteristics	of	flying	dinosaurs:Flying	dinosaurs	included	and	included	(in	this	case	birds)	carnivorous	animals,	as	well	as	many	types	of	herbivorous	and	omnivorous	dinosaurs,	now	that	you	know	the
characteristics	that	gradually	gave	birth	to	birds,	lets	look	at	some	types	of	flying	dinosaurs	or	primitive	birds:It	is	a	genus	of	primitive	birds	that	lived	in	the	Late	Jurassic	about	150	million	years	ago,	considered	a	form	of	transition	between	non-flying	dinosaurs	and	current	birds,	were	not	more	than	half	a	meter	long	and	their	wings	were	long	and	yet
they	are	believed	to	have	only	been	able	to	float	and	may	have	been	tree	climbers.A	flying	dinosaur	that	lived	in	the	Cretaceous	period,	about	125	million	years	ago.It	was	no	more	than	fifteen	centimetres	long,	had	prensiles,	pygostile	legs	and	coracoids.Fossils	were	found	in	Spain.It	was	one	of	the	first	birds	with	bare	teeth,	and	Charles	Darwin
considered	it	to	be	one	of	the	best	tests	for	the	theory	of	evolution.These	flying	dinosaurs	lived	90	million	years	ago	and	were	about	43	centimeters	wide.Externally,	they	were	very	similar	to	todays	seagulls.As	you	can	see,	the	types	of	flying	dinosaurs	had	nothing	to	do	with	what	I	probably	imagined.This	is	because	the	great	flying	reptiles	of	the
Mesozoic	were	not	really	dinosaurs,	but	pterosaurs,	but	why?Here	are	the	main	differences	between	the	two:Pterosaurs,	erroneously	known	as	flying	dinosaurs,	were	in	fact	another	type	of	reptile	that	coexisted	with	real	dinosaurs	during	the	Mesozoic.As	many	families	of	pterosaurs	are	known,	we	will	examine	some	of	the	most	important	genera:The
best	known	types	of	flying	reptiles	are	pterodactyls	(Pterodactylus),	a	genus	of	carnivorous	pterosaurs	that	feed	on	small	animals.Like	most	pterosaurs,	pterodactyls	had	a	crest	on	the	head	that	was	probably	a	sexual	claim.The	huge	Quetzalcoatlus	is	a	genus	of	pterosaurs	in	the	family	Azhdarchidae.This	family	includes	the	largest	types	of	known
flying	dinosaurs.The	Quetzalcoatlus,	named	after	an	Aztec	deity,	could	reach	a	wingspan	of	10	to	11	meters	and	were	probably	predators,	believed	to	have	been	adapted	to	terrestrial	life	and	quadrupedal	locomotion.Ranforrinco	was	a	relatively	small	pterosaur,	with	a	wingspan	of	almost	two	meters,	its	name	means	picudo	snout,	and	it	is	because	it
has	a	snout	that	ends	in	a	beak	with	teeth	at	the	apex,	although	its	most	striking	feature	is	undoubtedly	the	long	tail,	often	represented	in	cinema.Other	types	of	flying	dinosaurs?	include	the	following	generaNow	that	you	know	all	the	types	of	flying	dinosaurs	that	exist,	you	may	also	be	interested	in	this	other	Animal	Expert	article	about	prehistoric
marine	animals.If	you	want	to	read	articles	similar	to	Flying	Dinosaur	Types:	Names	and	Images,	we	recommend	that	you	visit	our	Curiosities	section	of	the	animal	world.	Please	wait	while	your	request	is	being	verified...	Skip	to	contentDinosaurs	fascinate	everyone.	They	are	the	embodiment	of	power	and	prehistoric	might.	But	what	about	their	flying
cousins?	The	thought	of	soaring	through	the	skies	on	the	back	of	a	giant	Pterosaur	is	enough	to	take	anyones	breath	away.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	some	of	the	most	amazing	flying	dinosaurs	that	ever	existed.	We	will	look	at	their	size,	diet,	and	other	interesting	facts.	So	strap	in	tight	and	get	ready	for	a	wild	ride!	Young	dinosaur	fans	will	love
our	dinosaur	dresses,	check	them	out	and	get	a	great	gift!Quetzalcoatlus	was	a	flying	dinosaur	that	lived	during	the	Late	Cretaceous	period,	around	80-65	million	years	ago.	They	were	named	after	the	Aztec	god	Quetzalcoatl,	who	was	often	depicted	as	a	feathered	serpent.	These	creatures	were	among	the	largest	flying	animals	ever	to	have	existed,
with	some	specimens	reaching	heights	of	over	10	feet	and	weights	of	up	to	500	pounds.Quetzalcoatlus	had	long	necks	and	tails,	and	their	bodies	were	covered	in	feathers.	Their	wings	were	extremely	large,	spanning	up	to	40	feet	in	width.	It	is	believed	that	they	may	have	been	able	to	glide	long	distances,	but	it	is	not	known	for	sure	if	they	were
capable	of	powered	flight.	Regardless,	these	creatures	would	have	been	an	amazing	sight	to	see	in	the	skies!Hatzegopteryx	is	flying	dinosaurs	that	lived	during	the	Late	Cretaceous	period.	They	were	first	discovered	in	Transylvania,	Romania	in	1931.	Hatzegopteryx	is	thought	to	have	been	the	largest	flying	animal	ever,	with	a	wingspan	of	up	to	40
feet!	They	had	long	necks	and	tails,	and	their	heads	were	large	and	flat.	Their	teeth	were	sharp	and	serrated,	perfect	for	slicing	through	meat.Hatzegopteryx	is	believed	to	have	hunted	other	dinosaurs,	including	pterosaurs.	They	may	have	also	scavenged	carcasses.	Although	they	were	powerful	predators,	Hatzegopteryx	was	eventually	outcompeted
by	other	animals	and	went	extinct.	Today,	they	remain	one	of	the	most	fascinating	creatures	of	the	prehistoric	world.Pterodaustro	is	a	flying	dinosaur	that	lived	during	the	Cretaceous	period.	It	was	a	member	of	the	pterosaur	family,	which	included	other	flying	reptiles	such	as	pteranodons	and	quetzalcoatlus.	Pterodaustro	had	a	wingspan	of	up	to	12
feet,	and	it	is	thought	to	have	weighed	around	50	pounds.	Unlike	other	pterosaurs,	Pterodaustro	had	long,	bristle-like	teeth	that	it	used	to	filter	small	fish	and	crustaceans	from	the	water.It	is	believed	that	Pterodaustro	was	a	proficient	flyer,	and	it	may	have	been	able	to	travel	long	distances	in	search	of	food.	However,	its	tooth	structure	suggests	that
it	may	have	spent	most	of	its	time	near	water	sources.	Pterodaustro	is	one	of	the	most	interesting	dinosaurs	that	lived	during	the	Cretaceous	period,	and	it	provides	us	with	a	unique	glimpse	into	the	ecological	niche	of	flying	reptiles.Many	people	are	familiar	with	the	idea	of	flying	dinosaurs,	thanks	in	large	part	to	popular	films	like	Jurassic	Park.
However,	most	people	dont	realize	that	flying	dinosaurs	actually	existed.	One	such	dinosaur	was	Changchengopterus,	a	small	pterosaur	that	lived	during	the	Early	Cretaceous	period.	Changchengopterus	had	a	wingspan	of	around	three	feet	and	was	covered	in	feathers.It	is	thought	that	this	dinosaur	fed	on	insects,	using	its	long	beak	to	snap	up	its
prey.	Although	it	was	a	relatively	small	dinosaur,	Changchengopterus	was	a	skilled	flyer	and	would	have	been	able	to	glide	between	trees	in	search	of	food.	Thanks	to	its	well-preserved	fossils,	Changchengopterus	provides	us	with	a	rare	glimpse	into	the	world	of	flying	dinosaurs.If	you	were	to	ask	someone	to	picture	a	dinosaur,	they	would	probably
imagine	a	massive,	ferocious	creature	with	teeth	the	size	of	steak	knives.	However,	not	all	dinosaurs	were	giant	land-dwellers	some,	like	Cryodrakon	boreas,	were	flying	reptiles	that	ruled	the	skies.	Measuring	up	to	36	feet	long,Cryodrakon	boreas	was	one	of	the	largest	flying	dinosaurs	that	ever	lived.	its	wingspan	was	even	bigger	than	that	of	a
modern-day	jet	plane!	And	unlike	many	other	flying	dinosaurs,	Cryodrakon	boreas	had	heat-sensitive	scales	on	their	belly	that	allowed	them	to	warm	up	in	the	sun	and	stay	warm	during	long	flights.Thanks	to	these	unique	features,	Cryodrakon	boreas	was	one	of	the	most	successful	flying	dinosaurs	of	its	time.	So	next	time	youre	imagining	a	dinosaur,
dont	forget	about	these	amazing	creatures	of	the	sky!Picture	a	dinosaur.	What	do	you	see?	If	youre	like	most	people,	youre	probably	thinking	of	a	giant,	ferocious	creature	lumbering	around	on	two	legs.	But	not	all	dinosaurs	were	massive	beasts	in	fact,	some	of	them	could	fly.	The	Dakotaraptor	was	one	of	these	flying	dinosaurs,	and	it	was	definitely
not	something	you	would	want	to	mess	with.This	terrifying	creature	lived	during	the	Cretaceous	period,	around	75	million	years	ago.	It	was	roughly	the	size	of	a	human,	but	it	had	a	wingspan	of	over	16	feet.	And	it	wasnt	just	a	flyer	it	was	also	a	hunter.	The	Dakotaraptor	had	sharp	claws	and	teeth,	and	it	is	thought	that	it	may	have	been	able	to	take
down	larger	prey	thanks	to	its	powerful	wing	muscles.	In	other	words,	this	dinosaur	was	definitely	not	something	you	would	want	to	meet	in	a	dark	alley!Have	you	ever	heard	of	the	Tupuxuara?	It	was	a	flying	dinosaur	that	lived	during	the	Late	Cretaceous	period,	about	85	million	years	ago.	The	Tupuxuara	had	a	long	neck	and	tail,	and	it	was	covered
in	scales.	It	also	had	two	long,	sharp	teeth	that	protruded	from	its	lower	jaw.But	what	made	the	Tupuxuara	truly	unique	was	its	ability	to	fly.	Like	modern-day	birds,	the	Tupuxuara	had	feathers	on	its	wings,	which	allowed	it	to	glide	through	the	air.	However,	it	is	not	known	whether	the	Tupuxuara	could	actually	fly	or	merely	glide	from	place	to	place.



Scientists	are	still	trying	to	figure	out	how	this	amazing	dinosaur	lived	and	died.Ornithocheirus	was	a	flying	dinosaur	that	lived	during	the	Cretaceous	period.	It	was	a	pterosaur,	meaning	that	it	had	wings	made	of	skin	and	muscle,	supported	by	a	network	of	bones.	Ornithocheirus	was	one	of	the	largest	flying	animals	of	all	time,	with	some	specimens
measuring	more	than	30	feet	from	wingtip	to	wingtip.	It	is	thought	to	have	fed	on	fish,	which	it	scooped	up	from	the	waters	surface	with	its	long	beak.Ornithocheirus	is	perhaps	best	known	for	its	distinctive	crest,	which	ran	along	the	top	of	its	head	and	may	have	served	to	attract	mates	or	intimidate	rivals.	Today,	this	fascinating	creature	is	revered	by
dinosaur	enthusiasts	around	the	world.Rhamphorhynchus	was	a	small,	flying	dinosaur	that	lived	during	the	Late	Jurassic	period.	Unlike	its	modern-day	cousins,	the	Rhamphorhynchus	had	a	long	tail	that	it	used	for	balance	while	in	flight.	It	also	had	a	set	of	large	wings	that	it	could	use	to	glide	through	the	air.While	it	was	not	as	fast	or	as	agile	as	some
of	the	other	flying	dinosaurs,	the	Rhamphorhynchus	was	still	able	to	avoid	predators	and	catch	its	prey.	Today,	the	Rhamphorhynchus	is	one	of	the	best-known	flying	dinosaurs,	thanks	in	part	to	its	unique	appearance.Anurognathus	was	a	small,	winged	dinosaur	that	lived	during	the	Late	Jurassic	period.	Although	it	was	only	about	the	size	of	a	crow,
Anurognathus	was	a	fierce	predator,	armed	with	sharp	teeth	and	powerful	claws.	It	is	thought	that	Anurognathus	hunted	in	packs,	using	its	agility	and	claws	to	catch	small	prey	in	midair.Fossils	of	Anurognathus	have	been	found	in	Germany,	China,	and	North	America,	which	suggests	that	this	creature	was	widespread	during	its	time.	Despite	its
fearsome	appearance,	Anurognathus	ultimately	went	extinct	along	with	the	other	dinosaurs	during	the	Cretaceous-Tertiary	mass	extinction	event.	Today,	this	flying	reptile	is	one	of	the	most	popular	dinosaurs	among	kids	and	adults	alike.Caiuajara	dobruskii	was	a	flying	dinosaur	that	lived	during	the	Late	Cretaceous	period.	It	was	a	small	creature,
with	a	wingspan	of	only	about	2.5	feet.	Despite	its	size,	it	was	a	skilled	flyer,	able	to	navigate	through	dense	forests	and	even	make	tight	turns.	It	is	believed	that	Caiuajara	dobruskii	fed	on	small	mammals	and	insects.The	discovery	of	this	creature	has	shed	new	light	on	the	evolution	of	flight	in	dinosaurs.	Scientists	now	believe	that	there	may	have
been	multiple	lineages	of	flying	dinosaurs,	each	with	its	own	unique	set	of	adaptations.	Caiuajara	dobruskii	is	just	one	example	of	the	many	fascinating	creatures	that	roamed	the	Earth	during	the	Age	of	Dinosaurs.Jeholopterus	was	a	flying	dinosaur	that	lived	during	the	Early	Cretaceous	period,	about	130	million	years	ago.	It	was	a	small	creature,	only
about	the	size	of	a	modern-day	pigeon.	Nevertheless,	it	was	an	excellent	flyer,	thanks	to	its	long	wings	and	lightweight	body.	Scientists	believe	that	Jeholopterus	may	have	used	its	wings	to	glide	from	tree	to	tree	or	to	catch	insects	in	midair.In	any	case,	its	ability	to	fly	gave	it	a	significant	advantage	over	other	dinosaurs.	Today,	Jeholopterus	is	one	of
the	most	well-known	flying	dinosaurs,	and	its	fossils	are	some	of	the	most	sought-after	by	collectors	and	museums.Its	hard	to	imagine,	but	there	was	once	a	time	when	creatures	the	size	of	passenger	jets	roamed	the	earth.	These	massive	beasts	were	the	dinosaurs,	and	among	them	was	a	creature	known	as	Darwinopterus.	Although	it	was	considerably
smaller	than	some	of	its	relatives,	Darwinopterus	was	unique	in	that	it	had	wings.This	made	it	one	of	the	only	flying	dinosaurs,	and	it	is	thought	that	it	used	its	aerial	abilities	to	hunt	for	prey.	Although	it	has	been	many	years	since	these	creatures	walked	(or	flew)	the	earth,	their	legacy	lives	on	in	the	popular	culture.	Films	such	as	Jurassic	Park	have
brought	dinosaurs	back	to	life	for	a	new	generation,	and	who	knows?	Maybe	one	day	well	even	be	able	to	bring	back	Darwinopterus	itself.Cathayornis	was	a	flying	dinosaur	that	lived	during	the	Early	Cretaceous	period.	The	first	fossil	of	this	species	was	discovered	in	China,	hence	its	name.	Cathayornis	was	a	relatively	small	dinosaur,	with	an
estimated	wingspan	of	3-4	meters.	It	had	long	legs	and	arms,	and	its	feathers	were	arranged	in	a	way	that	would	have	allowed	it	to	glide	rather	than	fly.It	is	believed	that	Cathayornis	may	have	been	an	important	source	of	food	for	other	dinosaurs.	The	fossil	record	for	this	species	is	relatively	sparse,	but	scientists	continue	to	studyCathayornis	in
hopes	of	learning	more	about	the	lives	of	these	fascinating	creatures.While	most	people	think	of	dinosaurs	as	massive,	land-dwelling	creatures,	the	truth	is	that	some	dinosaurs	could	fly.	One	of	the	largest	flying	dinosaurs	was	Pelagornis	sandersi,	which	lived	during	the	Late	Miocene	period.	This	giant	bird	had	a	wingspan	of	up	to	24	feet,	making	it
one	of	the	largest	flying	animals	of	all	time.The	Pelagornis	sandersi	had	two	sets	of	wings,	one	primary	and	one	secondary.	The	primary	feathers	were	long	and	narrow,	while	the	secondary	feathers	were	shorter	and	wider.	This	unique	wing	structure	allowed	the	Pelagornis	sandersi	to	glide	for	long	distances	and	to	make	sharp	turns	in	mid-air.While
the	exact	purpose	of	this	wing	structure	is	not	known,	it	is	believed	that	it	helped	the	Pelagornis	sandersi	to	catch	prey	or	to	escape	predators.	Today,	the	Pelagornis	sandersi	is	extinct,	but	its	remains	provide	a	fascinating	glimpse	into	the	world	of	flying	dinosaurs.I	founded	Dinosaur	Universe	to	offer	dinosaur	enthusiasts	a	dedicated	space	where
they	can	express	their	interest	in	the	magnificent	creatures	that	inhabited	our	planet	millions	of	years	ago.	I	hope	you	enjoyed	this	blog	post	and	that	it	allowed	you	to	learn	more	about	this	fascinating	universe.	
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