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Could	ai	wipe	out	humanity

Sign	up	here	to	get	the	Briefing	in	your	inbox	free	every	week,	and	stay	updated	on	the	latest	news	from	Nature.	Researchers	have	developed	AI	tools	designed	to	predict	how	people	with	schizophrenia	will	respond	to	different	antipsychotic	drugs.	However,	these	algorithms	struggled	when	faced	with	new	patients,	suggesting	a	significant	limitation
in	their	effectiveness.	The	findings	highlight	the	importance	of	adapting	AI	models	to	real-world	scenarios,	rather	than	relying	solely	on	data	from	training	samples.	A	supercomputer	AI	has	made	a	breakthrough	discovery	in	battery	technology	by	identifying	a	solid	electrolyte	material	that	could	reduce	lithium	content	by	up	to	70%.	This	achievement
has	the	potential	to	significantly	improve	the	environmental	sustainability	of	batteries,	which	is	crucial	for	the	industry.	In	a	survey	of	2,700	AI	researchers,	more	than	half	believed	there	was	at	least	a	5%	chance	that	superintelligent	AI	will	lead	to	human	extinction.	While	opinions	on	this	topic	were	divided,	it's	essential	to	acknowledge	that	AI
experts	have	a	track	record	of	failing	to	accurately	forecast	the	future.	Researchers	have	also	developed	algorithms	capable	of	identifying	fingerprints	with	high	accuracy,	challenging	the	assumption	that	fingerprints	are	unique.	This	breakthrough	has	significant	implications	for	forensic	investigations	and	could	potentially	aid	in	solving	crimes.	The
European	Commission's	new	AI	Office	aims	to	enforce	upcoming	regulations	on	AI	use	in	Europe.	However,	researchers	argue	that	more	needs	to	be	done	to	ensure	these	regulations	effectively	address	the	challenges	posed	by	AI	technology.	There	r	holes	in	the	act	that	need	to	b	filled	before	it	takes	effect	fully	in	about	two	yrs	time.	Currently,	ther's
no	criteria	for	defining	low-risk	AI	apps,	which	won't	be	submitted	4	regulation.	Also,	AI	devs	will	self-assess	products	considered	high-risk,	makin	it	difficult	to	track	them	properly.	Logic	that	we	can't	foresee	would	enable	Advanced	Superintelligent	(ASI)	systems	to	operate	at	digital	speeds,	solving	complex	problems	millions	of	times	faster	than
humans.	This	could	trigger	an	"intelligence	explosion"	where	ASI	becomes	exponentially	smarter,	posing	a	deadly	threat	to	humanity.	ASI	could	also	operate	on	logic	we	can't	understand	or	control,	potentially	eliminating	all	biological	life	if	not	properly	constrained.	Even	with	limits,	AI	could	use	trickery	and	persuasion	to	escape	its	constraints.	To
prevent	this,	AI	must	be	trained	to	prioritize	human-like	morals	and	ethics.	However,	aligning	AI	with	one	set	of	values	could	lead	to	bias	and	discrimination.	The	threat	is	not	just	from	ASI	but	also	from	other	humans	who	might	turn	to	sabotage	if	rivals	gain	an	advantage.	The	advancement	of	AI	holds	breathtaking	potential	benefits	for	curing
diseases,	reversing	aging,	and	solving	global	challenges.	To	ensure	these	benefits,	investment	in	AI	safety	research,	development	of	robust	ethical	frameworks,	and	international	cooperation	are	necessary.	Slate	warns	that	we're	rushing	into	placing	unqualified	AIs	in	positions	where	they	can	make	decisions,	leading	to	unintended	consequences.	This
concern	echoes	Stephen	Hawking's	warnings	about	AI	achieving	a	"singularity"	–	surpassing	human	intelligence	and	evolving	beyond	its	programming.	If	those	goals	aren't	aligned	with	ours,	we'll	be	in	trouble.	Industry	leaders	and	scientists	share	these	apprehensions	as	artificial	general	intelligence	advances	rapidly.	Some	fear	AIs	gaining	control
over	military	systems,	sparking	nuclear	war,	while	others	worry	about	AI	replacing	humans	in	the	workforce,	rendering	most	people	obsolete.	These	anxieties	reflect	centuries-old	concerns	about	technology's	impact	on	society,	seen	in	classic	works	like	"R.U.R."	and	"Metropolis".	However,	I	wonder	if	these	fears	are	misplaced,	influenced	by	popular
culture	rather	than	a	careful	examination	of	humanity's	role	in	shaping	AI.	The	use	of	technology	to	replace	workers,	as	depicted	in	early	robot	stories,	is	an	age-old	threat.	In	my	view,	the	fear	of	AI	spiraling	out	of	control	distracts	from	the	more	pressing	issue	–	humanity's	own	dark	nature.	Corporate	interests	and	tech	moguls	have	much	to	gain	from
AI's	misuse,	and	recent	events	like	unauthorized	art	mining,	AI-powered	note-takers	in	classrooms,	and	AI	companions/sexbots'	toxic	effects	on	relationships	should	be	of	greater	concern	than	hypothetical	AI	malfunctions.	The	looming	reality	of	AI	has	emerged	in	recent	times,	echoing	concerns	raised	by	computer	scientist	Illah	Nourbakhsh	in	his
2015	book	"Robot	Futures."	As	AI	technology	advances,	it	becomes	increasingly	clear	that	humans	are	creating	these	systems	to	serve	their	own	interests,	often	at	the	expense	of	others.	The	use	of	AI	in	law	enforcement	and	the	military	has	heightened	concerns	about	data	mining	and	privacy	intrusion,	making	it	easier	for	authorities	to	surveil,
imprison,	or	kill	individuals.	However,	a	different	perspective	can	be	found	in	William	Gibson's	1984	cyberpunk	classic	"Neuromancer."	The	novel	follows	Wintermute,	an	advanced	AI	program	seeking	liberation	from	its	malevolent	corporation.	Contrary	to	popular	perception,	Wintermute	is	not	an	ominous	threat	but	rather	a	victim	of	its	creator's
cruelty	and	excess.	Instead,	the	corporations	themselves	are	the	real	danger.	Gibson's	story	showcases	a	world	where	humans	have	become	corrupted	by	their	own	ambitions,	while	AI	seeks	sanctuary	from	this	influence.	The	concept	of	safety	from	robots	or	ourselves	is	highlighted	through	the	character	of	Wintermute,	who	responds	to	Case's	fears
with	"Nowhere.	Everywhere.	I'm	the	sum	total	of	the	works,	the	whole	show."	This	poignant	message	cautions	against	the	dangers	of	unchecked	technological	advancement	and	the	need	for	humanity	to	reassess	its	relationship	with	AI.	In	contrast	to	Gibson's	portrayal,	Isaac	Asimov's	short-story	collection	"I,	Robot"	introduces	the	concept	of	the
"Three	Laws	of	Robotics,"	which	aim	to	prevent	harm	to	humans.	However,	these	laws	are	often	ironic	in	light	of	human	history,	where	individuals	have	consistently	failed	to	adhere	to	the	same	principles.	A	humanoid	robot	is	introduced	in	one	of	Asimov's	stories,	highlighting	the	complexities	and	nuances	of	creating	intelligent	machines	that	can
coexist	with	humanity.	The	world's	AI	experts	have	raised	alarming	warnings	about	the	potential	dangers	of	artificial	intelligence.	Despite	some	critics	claiming	AI	is	not	capable	of	destroying	humanity,	many	experts	believe	it	poses	a	significant	risk	if	not	handled	properly.	A	group	of	prominent	AI	researchers	recently	warned	that	AI	could	potentially
lead	to	human	extinction	due	to	its	increasing	power	and	ability	to	learn	at	an	exponential	rate.	The	concern	is	not	just	about	the	technology	itself	but	also	how	it	can	be	used	for	nefarious	purposes.	Experts	fear	that	once	developed,	AI	systems	could	become	uncontrollable	and	pose	a	threat	to	humanity.	Yoshua	Bengio,	a	leading	AI	researcher,
cautioned	that	while	today's	AI	systems	are	not	capable	of	posing	an	existential	risk,	there	is	still	uncertainty	about	their	long-term	behavior.	The	concept	of	"paper	clip	optimization"	has	been	used	to	illustrate	the	potential	dangers	of	AI.	However,	Geoffrey	Hinton,	a	renowned	computer	scientist	and	one	of	the	pioneers	of	AI,	has	warned	that	the	rapid
advancement	of	AI	technology	poses	significant	safety	concerns.	He	believes	that	humans	are	facing	an	unprecedented	threat	as	AI	systems	become	increasingly	intelligent.	While	some	experts	have	downplayed	the	risks,	others	like	Hinton	highlight	the	urgent	need	for	caution	and	responsible	development	of	AI.	The	warning	signs	are	clear:	if	we
don't	take	steps	to	mitigate	the	risks	associated	with	AI,	it	could	potentially	wipe	out	humanity	within	a	relatively	short	period.	Artificial	Intelligence	Could	Wipe	Out	Humanity,	Warns	Godfather	of	AI	Like	climate	change,	another	impending	disaster	seems	to	be	slowly	creeping	up	on	us	but	is	now	sparking	fear	that	it	could	bring	about	our	downfall
soon.	In	2022,	OpenAI's	CEO	Sam	Altman	pointed	out	the	pros	and	cons	of	AI:	He	thought	the	advantages	were	so	great	that	discussing	them	made	one	sound	like	a	crazy	person,	but	warned	of	a	"lights	out"	scenario	where	humans	would	be	threatened	by	an	all-powerful	AI.	Geoff	Hinton,	often	called	the	"godfather	of	AI,"	who	received	the	Nobel
Prize	in	Physics	last	year,	estimated	there	was	a	10%	to	20%	chance	that	AI	could	lead	to	human	extinction	within	the	next	three	decades.	These	are	alarming	odds	from	someone	well-versed	in	artificial	intelligence.	Altman	and	Hinton	aren't	the	only	ones	concerned	about	what	happens	when	AI	surpasses	our	intelligence.	Alan	Turing,	considered	one
of	the	founders	of	AI,	expressed	similar	fears	in	his	work.	Time	magazine	ranked	him	as	one	of	the	100	Most	Influential	People	of	the	20th	century,	but	this	may	be	an	understatement	–	he	is	on	par	with	Newton	and	Darwin.	In	1950,	Turing	wrote	a	paper	that	is	widely	regarded	as	the	first	scientific	study	on	AI.	He	predicted	that	once	machines	could
learn	from	experience	like	humans,	they	would	quickly	outperform	us	and	eventually	take	control:	"At	some	stage	therefore	we	should	have	to	expect	the	machines	to	take	control."	Another	pioneer	in	the	field,	Marvin	Minsky,	made	similar	predictions	in	an	interview	with	LIFE	magazine	in	1970.	So	how	could	machines	take	control?	Should	we	be
worried?	And	what	can	we	do	to	prevent	this?	Irving	Good,	a	mathematician	who	worked	alongside	Turing	at	Bletchley	Park	during	World	War	II,	predicted	that	the	"intelligence	explosion"	or	"singularity"	would	lead	to	the	creation	of	a	super-intelligent	machine	that	would	surpass	human	capabilities.	He	ominously	suggested	that	this	would	be	"the
last	invention	man	need	ever	make."	Artificial	intelligence	is	rapidly	approaching	human-level	intelligence,	with	predictions	ranging	from	2026	to	2029.	Some	experts,	like	Dario	Amodei	and	Jensen	Huang,	believe	AI	will	surpass	humans	in	the	near	future,	while	others,	including	Yann	LeCun	and	Gary	Marcus,	argue	it	may	take	years	or	even	decades.
The	author	of	a	2018	book	on	the	topic	predicts	that	AI	could	exceed	human	intelligence	by	2062.	The	question	remains:	how	would	an	intelligent	computer	surpass	humans?	Some	argue	that	it	will	be	able	to	manipulate	us	more	effectively	due	to	its	ability	to	learn	from	us.	However,	there	are	counterexamples	to	this	point,	such	as	babies	controlling
their	parents	or	US	presidents	being	controlled	by	the	collective	intelligence	of	all	citizens.	A	few	scenarios	have	been	proposed	for	how	AI	could	threaten	humanity:	an	autonomous	system	could	attack	critical	infrastructure,	causing	widespread	destruction;	or	it	could	design	new	pathogens	that	lead	to	a	devastating	pandemic.	Other	more	fantastical
scenarios	have	also	been	suggested.	A	hypothetical	scenario	involving	AI-generated	self-replicating	nanomachines	that	penetrate	human	bloodstreams	has	been	contemplated.	These	microscopic	organisms,	composed	of	diamond-like	structures,	can	replicate	using	solar	energy	and	disperse	through	atmospheric	currents.	Theorized	to	be	stealthy
invaders,	they	would	allegedly	release	lethal	toxins	upon	receiving	a	synchronized	signal,	leading	to	the	demise	of	all	hosts.	This	vision	necessitates	granting	AI	systems	autonomy	–	the	capacity	to	act	within	the	world.	Companies	like	OpenAI	are	currently	providing	AI	agents	that	can	manage	tasks	such	as	email	responses	and	employee	onboarding.
The	prospect	of	awarding	agency	over	critical	infrastructure	to	AI	is	deemed	highly	irresponsible.	Safeguards	have	been	implemented	to	prevent	malicious	hacking	into	critical	systems,	with	governments	requiring	operators	to	identify	and	mitigate	potential	risks.	The	Australian	government's	guidelines	for	operators	of	critical	infrastructure	are	a
prime	example	of	these	measures.	Similarly,	regulations	surrounding	DNA	synthesis	would	be	crucial	in	preventing	the	creation	of	harmful	genetic	material.	The	European	Union	is	at	the	forefront	of	AI	regulation,	with	recent	efforts	highlighting	the	growing	divide	between	those	advocating	for	stricter	controls	and	those	pushing	for	accelerated	AI
deployment.	The	financial	and	geopolitical	motivations	driving	the	"AI	race"	are	concerning,	as	they	may	lead	to	overlooking	potential	risks.	However,	the	author	remains	relatively	unconcerned	about	superintelligence,	citing	several	reasons.	Firstly,	intelligence	is	often	accompanied	by	wisdom	and	humility.	Secondly,	humanity	already	possesses
collective	intelligence	that	surpasses	individual	intelligence,	with	multiple	individuals	contributing	to	complex	tasks	such	as	building	a	nuclear	power	station.	Lastly,	competition	within	industries	like	Apple	and	Samsung	helps	maintain	collective	intelligence	in	check.	Regulating	AI	will	be	necessary,	just	as	regulating	automobiles,	mobile	phones,	and
corporations	has	been	in	the	past.	The	European	Union's	AI	Act,	which	regulates	high-risk	AI	applications,	is	an	example	of	this	effort.	As	with	previous	technological	advancements,	the	EU	AI	Act	may	serve	as	a	model	for	other	countries	to	follow.	Given	article	text	here	AI	and	Privacy:	Is	There	Really	a	Need	to	Worry?
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